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About This Resource
The Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book (Resource Book) is
intended to provide Tribal Coalitions with basic information on sex trafficking as it impacts
Native people and to provide access to direct services that may assist victims/survivors of sex
trafficking.
The need for this resource became evident when a Native victim/survivor from a tribal
community attempted to escape her abuser and requested help from tribal advocates. The
victim/survivor needed to relocate to another community thousands of miles away. So, the
advocates needed to immediately locate resources and services needed: transportation,
overnight lodgings along the route, food and snacks for her children, and clothing for her and
her children.
Once those immediate resources were identified, the advocates realized the victim/survivor
would still need lodging, legal assistance, and other support services upon her arrival at the
final destination. Because the victim/survivor was relocating outside the advocate’s service
region and network—into an area where no tribal resources were available, the task seemed
daunting. It quickly became evident that there was no single resource available to the
advocates to sufficiently help this victim/survivor. The advocates reached out to their Tribal
Coalition for assistance in identifying, locating, and coordinating the services needed for their
client—services that would span many states.
Because the situation outlined in the preceding text is not uncommon for tribal advocates and
Tribal Coalitions serving Native victims/survivors, the primary goal of this Resource Book is to
provide an extensive list of holistic resources and services for victims/survivors. Each state with
a Tribal Coalition is included in this Resource Book, seventeen states in total. E-copies of this
Resource Book are available through the Tribal Coalitions website: www.TribalCoalitions.org.
The resources included here are the result of many hours of research and work from many TLPI
staff, clerks, and interns. We would like to acknowledge and thank the following individuals for
their invaluable contributions to this final resource: Simone Anter, Paul Castillo, Chantal CongHuyen, Ashleigh McCurchin, Erica McMilin, Natasha Roland, April Russell, Geneva Thompson,
and Olivia Young.
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Section 1: Sex Trafficking of Native People
Sex Trafficking in Indian Country
Today, there are 567 federally recognized tribes speaking more than 250 languages and
maintaining separate cultures, customs, and histories.1 The sex trafficking of Native American
women/girls in urban areas and Indian country2 is disproportionately high as compared to the
rest of the populations. For instance, the wide-range impact of a large population influx due to
the oil fracking industries in North Dakota and Montana resulted in tribal victim service
providers reporting a doubling and tripling of the numbers of sexual assaults, domestic
violence, and human trafficking incidents since 2008.3 However, according to the latest data4
and anecdotal evidence, Alaska is perhaps experiencing the highest rates of Native sex
trafficking victimization in the nation.5

Sex Trafficking Elements
While each jurisdiction may have varying definitions, sex trafficking generally occurs when a
commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion or in a situation in which the person
induced to perform such an act is under the age of eighteen years of age.6 A commercial sex act
can usually consist of any sex act(s) exchanged for food, shelter, money, or anything of value.
Sex trafficking does not typically require the movement or transport of a victim.7
Sex traffickers frequently subject their victims to debt-bondage, an illegal practice in which the
traffickers tell their victims that they owe money (often relating to the victims’ living expenses)

1

Federal and State Recognized Tribes, NAT’L CONFERENCE OF ST. LEG., http://www.ncsl.org/research/state-tribalinstitute/list-of-federal-and-state-recognized-tribes.aspx (last visited Sept. 14, 2016).
2
“Indian Country” is defined in 18 U.S.C.A. § 1151 (1948) (categorizing Indian country as: (a) all land within the
limits of a reservation, (b) all dependent Indian communities, and (c) all Indian allotments, the title which has not
been extinguished).
3
Written Testimony of Lisa Bruner, Hearing on Combating Human Trafficking, Federal, State and Local Perspectives,
COMM. ON HOMELAND SEC. AND GOVERNMENTAL AFF. (Sept. 23, 2013),
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/combatting-human-traffickiing-federal-state-and-local-perspectives (last
visited Sept. 12, 2016).
4
Complicating this data is the fact that Alaska enacted a very broad antitrafficking law that resulted in Native
people that would have previously been charged with prostitution instead being charged with trafficking.
5
Eric Holder, Jr. et al., Attorney General’s Advisory Committee on American Indian/Alaska Native Children Exposed
to Violence: Ending Violence So Children Can Thrive, U.S. DEP’T OF JUST. 132 (Nov. 2014),
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/defendingchildood/pages/attachment/2015/03/23/ending_violenceso_children_can_thrive.pdf.
6
Alexandra (Sandi) Pierce, Shattered Hearts: The Commercial Sex Exploitation of American Indian Women and Girls
in Minnesota, MINN. INDIAN WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER 21-23 (2009),
http://www.sdcedsv.org/media/sdcedsvfactor360com/shattered_hearts_full_report-web_version.pdf.
7
Id.
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and that they must pledge their personal services to repay the debt.8 Sex traffickers use a
variety of methods to “condition” or manipulate and influence their victims including
starvation, confinement, beatings, physical abuse, rape, gang rape, threats of violence to the
victims and the victims’ families, forced drug use, and the threat of shaming their victims by
revealing their activities to their family and their families’ friends.9

Facts and Myths of Sex Trafficking
There is an unfortunate lack of reliable data on the problem of sex trafficking in Indian country.
This lack of reliable data is tied to the limited amount of methodologically sound research,
articles, and reports on the topic. As a result, many claims regarding sex trafficking are based on
very limited information and should be understood within the context of their limitations.
However, despite limited data, there are several “facts” that can be taken at face value and are
helpful to keep in mind as long as the reader understands that they may not be applicable in
every community. This short section will highlight some of those facts and will also address
several myths about sex trafficking.
Sex trafficking operations are not always secretive and may take place in a variety of public
venues including fake massage businesses; through escort services and residential brothels; and
at truck stops, hotels, motels, casinos, spas, strip clubs, and other fronts for prostitution.10
Victims may start off dancing or stripping in clubs and then be coerced into prostitution by a
trafficker.11
The threat of prosecution for participation in sex industries can further traumatize
victims/survivors of sex trafficking as well as leave them with a profound distrust of law
enforcement, all of which can prevent them from seeking future assistance.12 Furthermore, the
criminal record that results from being convicted can act as a barrier to future employment,
housing, and other opportunities.13

8

MHeffern, ABC’s of Human Trafficking: Debt Bondage, Exploitation, and Force, RENEWAL FORUM (July 11, 2013),
http://renewalforum.org/abcs-of-human-trafficking-debt-bondage-exploitation-and-force/ (last visited Sept. 19,
2016).
9
Fact Sheet: Sex Trafficking, OFF. ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, http://www.acf.hhs.gov.endtrafficking/resource/factsheet-sex-trafficking-english (last visited September 20, 2016).
10
Id. at 41.
11
Id. 39–40.
12
See Tara Burns, People in Alaska’s Sex Trade: Their Lived Experiences and Policy Recommendations 90-94 (May
2015) (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Alaska Fairbanks) (on file with Tribal Law and Policy Institute;
summary version also available at http://sextraffickingalaska.com/pdfs/AKSWR.pdf) (discussing, through
interviews, experiences victims/survivors of sex trafficking have had with law enforcement including arrest and
prosecution for sex trafficking and prostitution).
13
Id. at 81 (discussing how some survey participants said “that they couldn’t leave the [sex trade] because of
criminal convictions or pending criminal charges prevented them from obtaining other employment” and
“[i]ronically, these convictions included prostitution charges”).
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A common misconception is that sex trafficking is a new problem in tribal communities.
However, colonists targeted Native women for rape, kidnapping, and trafficking since before
the formation of the United States as nation. Colonial leaders argued that their men were
simply yielding to temptation and assigned no moral or religious consequents to the
perpetrators.14 The National Human Trafficking Resource Center lists some other myths and
misconceptions related to human trafficking, which includes both labor and sex trafficking:15













Myth 1: Trafficked persons can only be foreign nationals or are only immigrants
from other countries. Fact: The federal definition of human trafficking includes
both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals.
Myth 2: Human trafficking is essentially a crime that must involve some form of
travel, transportation, or movement across state or national borders. Fact:
Trafficking does not require transportation.
Myth 3: Human trafficking is another term for human smuggling. Fact: Smuggling
is a crime against a country’s borders. Human trafficking is a crime against a
person.
Myth 4: There must be elements of physical restraint, physical force, or physical
bondage when identifying a human trafficking situation. Fact: Trafficking does
not require physical restraint, bodily harm, or physical force.
Myth 5: Victims of human trafficking will immediately ask for help or assistance
and will self-identify as a victim of crime. Fact: Victims of human trafficking often
do not immediately seek help or self-identify as victims of crime.
Myth 6: Human trafficking victims always come from situations of poverty or
from small rural villages. Fact: Although poverty can be a factor in human
trafficking because poverty is an indicator of vulnerability, poverty alone is not a
single causal factor or a universal indicator of a human trafficking victim.
Myth 7: Sex trafficking is the only form of human trafficking. Fact: The federal
definition includes both sex trafficking and labor trafficking.
Myth 8: Human trafficking only occurs in illegal underground industries. Fact:
Trafficking can occur in legal and legitimate business settings as well as
underground markets.
Myth 9: If the trafficked person consented to be in their initial situation or was
informed about what type of labor they would be doing or that commercial sex
would be involved, then it cannot be human trafficking or against their will
because they knew better. Fact: Initial consent to commercial sex or a labor
setting prior to acts of force, fraud, or coercion (or if the victim is a minor in a sex
trafficking situation) is not relevant to the crime, nor is payment.
Myth 10: Foreign national trafficking victims are always undocumented
immigrants or here in this country illegally. Fact: Not all foreign national victims
are undocumented.

14

KRISTEN FISCHER, SUSPECT RELATIONS: SEX, RACE, AND RESISTANCE IN COLONIAL NORTH CAROLINA (2001).
What Is Human Trafficking: Myths and Misconceptions, NAT’L HUMAN TRAFFICKING RESOURCE CENTER,
http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/what-human-trafficking/myths-misconceptions (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
15
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Sex Trafficking Risk Factors
While no one factor is determinate that a person will become a victim/survivor of sex
trafficking, certain risk factors have been identified as indicators of vulnerability to sex
trafficking, which include individuals that are exposed to child abuse (including child sexual
abuse) and neglect, sexual assault, substance abuse, runaways, homelessness, extreme
poverty, and those with a cultural disconnect.16 Additionally, sex traffickers often target
vulnerable populations subject to social discrimination such as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans*,
Queer/Questioning, Intersex, and Two-Spirit (LGBTQ/2) individuals.17
While many characteristics are shared by other domestic sex trafficking victims/survivors, the
risk factors for Native Americans come together in a “perfect storm,” rendering Native women
and girls particularly vulnerable to the crime.18 Native American women and girls’ sex trafficking
risk factors include highest rates of physical and sexual violence in the United States,19 sexual
assaults at an early age,20 drug and alcohol abuse,21 and generational trauma.22
The Department of Justice has acknowledged that the overrepresentation of Native American
women among sex trafficking victims is a national problem.23 In order to grasp the context of
this issue, one must recall that Native Americans have been subject to war, conquest, rape, and
genocide, and were disconnected from their land.24 The sexual exploitation and trafficking of
Native American women and girls occurs at disproportionate rates. In 2011, The Garden of
Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota (“The Minnesota
Report”) was published and found that 85 percent of the women and girls trafficked in
Minnesota were Native and concluded that gangs in the area specifically targeted Native girls
because traffickers can represent Native girls as many different ethnicities, thus enhancing their
“marketability.”25

16

Alexandra (Sandi) Pierce & Suzanne Koepplinger, New Language, Old Problem: Sex Trafficking of American Indian
Women and Children, NAT’L ONLINE RESOURCE CENTER ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN (Oct. 2011),
http://www.vawnet.org/Assoc_Files_VAWnet/AR_NativeSexTrafficking.pdf; see also Understanding Sex
Trafficking, CTR. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION,
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/trafficking.html (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
17
Pierce, supra note 6 at 111–112 (discussing how two-spirited, bisexual, and transgender “youth are much more
likely than heterosexual-identifying youth to report having been kicked out of their homes or having run away,
which makes them even more vulnerable to commercial sexual exploitation”).
18
Andrea L. Johnson, A Perfect Storm: The U.S. Anti-Trafficking Regime’s Failure to Stop the Sex Trafficking of
American Indian Women and Girls, 43 COLUM. HUM. RTS. L. REV. 617 (2012).
19
Pierce & Koepplinger, supra note 16, at 8.
20
Sarah Deer, Relocation Revisited, 36 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 621, 626 (2009–2010).
21
Id. at 678.
22
Pierce & Koepplinger, supra note 16, at 8.
23
Attorney General’s Annual Report to Congress and Assessment of U.S. Government Activities to Combat
Trafficking in Persons in Fiscal Year 2009, U.S. DEP’T OF JUST. 16 (2010).
24
Deer, supra note 20, at 625.
25
Sarah Deer et al., Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota (October 27,
2011) available at http://www.prostitutionresearch.com/pdfs/Garden_of_Truth_Final_Project_WEB.pdf.
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Section 2: Examining the Intersections between Domestic Violence
and Sex Trafficking
Because advocates working at domestic violence programs may encounter victims/survivors of
sex trafficking presenting as a victim/survivor of domestic violence, it is critical that advocates
understand nuances of both (sometimes co-occurring) forms of victimization in order to better
identify and appropriately respond to trafficking victims/survivors. Victim-centered advocacy,
confidentiality, and safety must be the foremost priorities to advocates and are critical to
working with both domestic violence victims/survivors as well as victims/survivors of sex
trafficking.26
“Victims/survivors may experience multiple sexual assaults by clients—
victims/survivors often find these experiences difficult to talk about. Consider the
sex trafficking victim who is forced by her perpetrator to have sex with his friends
or gang members. The feelings of shame and stigma that are common in sexual
assault cases are often compounded for those who are, or once were, part of the
sex industry and fear moral condemnation by the justice system or society at
large. . . . Although advocates are accustomed to working with legal and social
service systems, working with sex trafficked persons challenges the way
advocates typically interact with systems and collaborate with other agencies or
providers.”27
Sex traffickers may also have children with their victims/survivors. Additionally, the trafficker
may have threatened to or may have already used physical abuse as a mechanism to control
and coerce the victim/survivor. Threats and physical abuse may also enforce silence when the
victim/survivor comes into contact with the justice system.28 Emotional harm can also be just as
damaging to a victim as physical violence. For example, threatening to “out” an LBGTQ/2
individual to their community or family may mean the loss of social and economic support.29
Furthermore, a trafficker who threatens to, or actually discloses a person’s engagement (forced
or otherwise) in the sex industry may put that person at risk of losing their children or
exacerbate emotional and economic instability, while continuing to tighten their power and
control over that victim/survivor’s life.
For those encountering victims/survivors of trafficking through the justice system, remember
that the dynamics of control and coercion may affect their ability to use legal system resources
effectively. Even if an individual was coerced, that does not necessarily reduce the real or
26

What Are the Connections between Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking?, NAT’L RESOURCE CENTER ON
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, http://www.nrcdv.org/dvam/sites/default/files2/HumanTrafficking%26DVTalkingPointsForm.pdf.
27
Id.
28
The Intersection of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Human Trafficking, CENTER ON CT. INNOVATION,
http://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/documents/UnderstandingHumanTrafficking_2.pdf.
29
Id.
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perceived blaming and stigma associated with sex trafficking. This results in sex trafficking
victims/survivors being vulnerable to further trauma and less likely to seek help, especially from
justice system participants whom they do not know or trust.30
Finally, it is very important that victims/survivors of sex trafficking understand all of their
available legal and resource options, including possible immigration relief. In addition to
possible access to public benefits, federal laws have several helpful options for those facing
immigration issues, such as the T-visa for victims of trafficking and the U-visa for victims of
designated crimes, including some that often happen in the context of sex trafficking.31

30

See Pierce, supra note 6 at 95–97.
Id. See also the “Train-the-Trainer Curriculum: Legal Issues Related to Sex Trafficking in Indian Country” for more
information on federal, state, and tribal sex trafficking laws.
31
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Section 3: Screening and Safety Concerns for Native Victims/Survivors
Screening Tools
Screening tools are usually intended to be used as part of a regular intake process or as part of
enrollment for specific programs. Because each agency’s intake process is unique, agencies
should determine how to best integrate screening tools with their other intake forms or
procedures and screening timing may vary by discipline. In order for the results to be valid, the
screening should be administered according to prearranged protocols, whether or not the
client is believed to be a victim/survivor of sex trafficking. Currently, there is no tribal-specific
sex trafficking screening tool in place. However, screening tools usually focus on information to
address issues such as:






Setting up the client interview;
Developing client trust;
Demonstrating respect;
Maintaining client confidentiality; and
Understanding effects of trauma and victimization.

Screening tools may also include additional resources such as sample questions for the
victim/survivor’s use.32 It is very important to never begin by asking directly whether the person
has been beaten or held against their will.33
Keep in mind that the trauma caused by a sex trafficker(s) can be so great that people may not
identify themselves as victims or seek help.34 Other barriers to requesting help are language
barriers, fear of the trafficker(s), and/or fear of law enforcement. Whatever the timing and
context of the interview, interviewers should begin and end with comfortable topics of
conversation to minimize the client’s discomfort.

Safety Concerns
Victims/survivors are usually the best judges of the dangers their abuser(s) pose to them.
However, an advocate can help a victim/survivor assess the risk and develop a practical plan to
stay safe—a safety plan. A safety plan is a plan that identifies ways a person can protect

32

Rescue and Restore Campaign Tool Kits: Office on Trafficking in Persons, ADMIN. FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES (2012),
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/endtrafficking/resource/rescue-restore-campaign-tool-kits (last visited Sept. 16, 2016).
33
Id.
34
Leah Kaylor, Psychological Impact of Human Trafficking and Sex Slavery Worldwide: Empowerment and
Intervention (2015) (unpublished paper, American Psychological Association) available at
https://www.apa.org/international/pi/2015/09/leah-kaylor.pdf.
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themselves during a violent incident and reduce the risk of serious harm.35 It is crucial that the
victim advocate does not blame the victim/ survivor.36 While evaluating risks and creating
safety plans can help a victim/survivor, safety planning is not a guarantee that they will not be
injured again.
The victim/survivor can then follow the plan if they are in immediate danger or leave (if
possible) to preserve their safety. When working with a victim/survivor on the issue of safety,
an advocate must discuss whether the victim/survivor plans to stay at their current location or
intends to leave. If the person wishes to stay at their current location, they should prepare a
safety plan to protect the individual if an incident occurs in order to increase their chances of
avoiding injury or death.
An advocate must help a victim/survivor make other arrangements if they plan to leave.
Relevant questions such as “Do they have money?,” “Is there a safe place they can stay?,” and
“Have they considered that their trafficker may look for them?” are all important questions that
should be asked. An advocate must also discuss different approaches with a victim/survivor
because they may change their mind before fully implementing any safety plan.

35

See Safety Planning and Prevention for Human Trafficking At-A-Glance, NAT’L HUM. TRAFFICKING RESOURCE CENTER
(2011),
http://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/sites/default/files/Safety%20Planning%20At%20A%20Glance.pdf.
36
Human Trafficking in Indian Country, NAT’L INDIAN COUNTRY CLEARINGHOUSE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT,
http://niccsa.org/human-trafficking/ (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
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Section 4: Meeting the Nonlegal Needs of Native Victims/Survivors
Types of Nonlegal Needs
The situations that sex trafficking victims/survivors face vary dramatically and the services
offered to victims/survivors of sex trafficking will vary greatly across the United States and from
one tribal community to another. Sex trafficking victims/survivors may require several
emergency and long-term nonlegal services, which may include:

















Emergency response in life-threatening situations;
Information;
Access to safety;
Crisis and support counseling;
Victim advocacy;
Shelter/housing;
Food;
Clothing;
Medical care;
Mental health treatment;
Substance abuse treatment;
Support groups;
Interpretation/translation services;
Legal assistance;
Job training services; and
Resources for the victim/survivor’s children.

Services may also be needed to address issues such as:








Drug and alcohol addiction;
Physical injuries (broken bones, concussions, burns, etc.);
Traumatic brain injury resulting in memory loss, dizziness, headaches, and/or numbness;
Sexually transmitted infections (e.g., HIV/AIDS, gonorrhea, syphilis);
Sterility, miscarriages, or menstrual problems;
Forced or coerced abortions; and/or
Posttraumatic stress disorder.

Victim/survivor assistance may also be provided by system-based victim/witness coordinators
and victim specialists housed within federal agencies such as the Department of Justice’s U.S.

13 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

Attorneys’ Offices and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).37 Victims/survivors of sex
trafficking are also regularly identified and served by individuals working with related
vulnerable populations such as child welfare systems, runaway and homeless youth programs,
and domestic violence shelters.
Victims/survivors of sex trafficking from tribal communities may face unique challenges in
accessing resources or seeking justice to address their victimization due to historical trauma,
cultural issues, and Indian country jurisdictional issues. Generally, Tribal Coalitions are a good
point of first contact in exploring available services for sex trafficking victims in Indian country.38

37

See Services Available to Victims of Human Trafficking, DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUM. SERVICES (2012), pdf available at
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/orr/traffickingservices_0.pdf for a listing of victim assistance services
available within the U.S. Department of Department of Justice and FBI.
38
See Sex Trafficking Resources for Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Tribal Coalitions, TRIBAL COALITIONS,
www.tribalcoalitions.org (last visited Sept. 12, 2016) for a listing of Office on Violence Against Women funded
Tribal Coalition programs.
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Section 5: Meeting the Legal Needs of Native Victims/Survivors
Sex trafficking is a crime in many jurisdictions; there are federal, state, and tribal trafficking
laws that govern sex trafficking crimes. Aside from the complicated jurisdictional issues—
determining which government is able to prosecute traffickers—victims/survivors of trafficking
face a variety of legal challenges. For example, trafficking victims/survivors are vulnerable to
prosecution under laws against prostitution and related crimes. While it is outside the scope of
this resource to discuss the full breadth of legal issues,39 this section will briefly flag some of the
legal needs a trafficking victim/survivor may have. Advocates and others using this resource are
encouraged to use other resources in order to learn more about the legal issues of sex
trafficking in Indian country.

Types of Legal Needs
Generally speaking, sex trafficking victims/survivors will face legal issues similar to those faced
by individuals that have experience domestic violence and sexual assault and will have many of
the same legal needs, including assistance with:








Civil cases;40
Criminal cases;41
Protection orders;42
Child custody issues;
Court testimony;
Legal advocacy; and/or
Victim’s rights issues.

In addition, sex trafficking victims/survivors may face specific legal issues related to their
involvement in the sex industry and may need assistance with:






Criminal defense;
Expungements;
Housing;
Access to education; and/or
Child welfare systems.

39

For an in-depth discussion of tribal, federal, and state trafficking laws, please read TLPI’s “Sex Trafficking in
Indian Country: Legal Issues” available for free dowloand through TLPI’s publications page:
www.home.tlpi.org/publications.
40
See JUSTIN B. RICHLAND & SARAH DEER, INTRODUCTION TO TRIBAL LEGAL STUDIES 159 (Jerry Gardner et al., eds., 3rd ed.
2016) for a discussion of civil law and cases.
41
See Id. at 158–159 for discussion of criminal cases.
42
Please visit www.TribalProtectionOrder.org for more information about protection orders.
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Additionally, a victim/survivor of sex trafficking that has not been charged with a crime may
have certain victim’s rights that afford protection in the event that the perpetrator has been
charged with a crime.

Additional Legal Issues for Minors
On average, Native people are more likely to enter the sex industry, specifically prostitution, as
minors.43 These minors may have been abducted; others are at-risk youth, orphans, or
runaways lured by traffickers who promise them security and a place to stay.44 Minors may be
trafficked by caregivers, intimate partners, or others who use violence, threats, debt bondage,
and other manipulative tactics to victimize children.45 Minors are not always treated as victims
under criminal law, but many are treated as criminals and are prosecuted accordingly.46
Recently, the trend among states is to enact “Safe Harbor Laws” that prevent the prosecution
of minors for prostitution and related crimes based on the theory that minors cannot consent
and should be treated as victims under criminal laws.
Sex trafficking of a minor often touches a variety of legal systems in both governmental and
nongovernmental sectors—from the initial identification of a case to legal advocacy on behalf
of a child trafficking victim/survivor. In addition to the legal concerns for adult victims/survivors
of trafficking discussed in the preceding text; advocates should take the time to learn how the
age of a minor interacts with local criminal laws related to trafficking and prostitution and look
into safe harbor laws of the local government.

43

Andrea L. Johnson, A Perfect Storm: The U.S. Anti-Trafficking Regime’s Failure to Stop the Sex Trafficking of
American Indian Women and Girls, 43 COLUM. HUM. RTS. L. REV. 617, 626 (2012).
44
See Burns, supra note 12 (discussing, through interviews with people involved in sex industries in Alaska,
including why those who had been in the sex trade as minors decided to enter in the first place).
45
Child Trafficking and Child Welfare, POLARIS PROJECT FREEDOM HAPPENS NOW, http://www.polarisproject.org/humantrafficking/resources/child-trafficking-child-welfare (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
46
Burns, supra note 12.
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Appendix A: Additional Suggested Readings
Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Legal Issues: www.Home.TLPI.org/publications
A curriculum that provides a comprehensive overview of tribal, federal, and state laws related
to sex trafficking. “Designed for use by the Tribal Coalitions and tribal victim/survivor
advocates. The purpose of the curriculum is to empower Tribal Coalitions and tribal advocates
to train their staff and volunteers on advanced legal issues related to sex trafficking in Indian
country. Once trained, the advocates can then teach others in tribal communities to identify
and respond to the legal issues of sex trafficking with a victim-centered approach.”
Shattered Hearts: The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of American Indian Women and Girls
in Minnesota: www.sdcedsv.org/media/sdcedsvfactor360com/shattered_hearts_full_reportweb_version.pdf
This report is one of the only comprehensive reports detailing the sexual exploitation of
American Indian women and girls. With a focus on Minnesota the report includes, but is not
limited to, sex trafficking. This resource provides a valuable, Native-specific view of the issues
surrounding sex trafficking.
Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota:
http://www.prostitutionresearch.com/pdfs/Garden_of_Truth_Final_Project_WEB.pdf
Through interviews with 105 Native women in prostitution in Minnesota, this report assesses
the specific needs of Native women and the extent to which these needs are not being met.
Personal stories and accounts punctuate this report for an impactful account Native women in
prostitution, and it provides valuable information for drafters of sex trafficking statutes and
how they can better meet these needs.
Relocation Revisited: Sex Trafficking of Native Women in the United States:
http://open.mitchellhamline.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1157&context=facsch
This article discusses the historical and legal context of sex trafficking as it originated amongst
the colonial predecessors of the United States. Specifically, the article uses this history to
situate Native women’s experiences that include “generations of enslavement, exploitation,
exportation, and relocation” and show that sex trafficking is an ongoing issue in the United
States.
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The Nexus Between Domestic Violence and Trafficking for Commercial Sexual Exploitation:
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/multimedia/trafficking_task_force/resources/
Nexus_DV_TraffickingCommercialSexualExploitation.authcheckdam.pdf
This article discusses the intersections of domestic violence and sex trafficking. The article also
provides information for advocates interested in learning how to holistically respond to
victims/survivors.

18 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

Appendix B: Bibliography
Burns, Tara, “People in Alaska’s Sex Trade: Their Lived Experiences and Policy
Recommendations” unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Alaska Fairbanks; on file with Tribal
Law and Policy Institute (May 2015): 90–94. Summary version available at:
http://sextraffickingalaska.com/pdfs/AKSWR.pdf.
Child Trafficking and Child Welfare, available at http://www.polarisproject.org/humantrafficking/resources/child-trafficking-child-welfare.
Deer, Sarah, “Relocation Revisited,” William Mitchell Law Review 36 (2009–2010): 626.
Fact Sheet: Sex Trafficking, available at: http://www.acf.hhs.gov.endtrafficking/resource/factsheet-sex-trafficking-english.
Federal and State Recognized Tribes, available at: http://www.ncsl.org/research/state-tribalinstitute/list-of-federal-and-state-recognized-tribes.aspx.
Fischer, Kristen, Suspect Relations: Sex, Race, and Resistance in Colonial North Carolina, Ithaca,
NY: Cornell University Press, 2001.
Human Trafficking in Indian Country, available at http://niccsa.org/human-trafficking/.
Johnson, Andrea L., “A Perfect Storm: The U.S. Anti-Trafficking Regime’s Failure to Stop the Sex
Trafficking of American Indian Women and Girls,” Columbia Human Rights Law Review 43
(2012): 617.
Indian Country Defined, 18 U.S.C.A. § 1151.
Kaylor, Leah, “Psychological Impact of Human Trafficking and Sex Slavery Worldwide:
Empowerment and Intervention,” American Psychological Association (unpublished paper),
available at: https://www.apa.org/international/pi/2015/09/leah-kaylor.pdf
MHeffern, ABC’s of Human Trafficking: Debt Bondage, Exploitation, and Force, available at:
http://renewalforum.org/abcs-of-human-trafficking-debt-bondage-exploitation-and-force/.
Pierce, Alexandra (Sandi), Shattered Hearts: The Commercial Sex Exploitation of American
Indian Women and Girls in Minnesota, Minnesota Indian Women’s Resource Center (2009): 21–
23. Available at:
http://www.sdcedsv.org/media/sdcedsvfactor360com/shattered_hearts_full_reportweb_version.pdf.

19 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

Pierce, Alexandra (Sandi) & Koepplinger, Suzanne, New Language, Old Problem: Sex Trafficking
of American Indian Women and Children, available at:
http://www.vawnet.org/Assoc_Files_VAWnet/AR_NativeSexTrafficking.pdf.
“Rescue and Restore Campaign Tool Kits” available at:
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/endtrafficking/resource/rescue-restore-campaign-tool-kits.
Richland, Justin B. & Deer, Sarah, Introduction to Tribal Legal Studies, Lanham, Maryland:
Rowman & Littlefield, 2016: 158-159.
Safety Planning and Prevention for Human Trafficking At-A-Glance, available at
http://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/sites/default/files/Safety%20Planning%20At%20A%2
0Glance.pdf.
Services Available to Victims of Human Trafficking, available
at:https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/orr/traffickingservices_0.pdf.
Sex Trafficking Resources for Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Tribal Coalitions, available
at: www.tribalcoalitions.org.
Testimony of Lisa Bruner, Hearing on Combating Human Trafficking, Federal, State and Local
Perspectives before Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, September
23, 2013, available at: http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/combatting-human-traffickiingfederal-state-and-local-perspectives.
The Intersection of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Human Trafficking, available at:
http://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/documents/UnderstandingHumanTraffickin
g_2.pdf.
Cordero, Kori, Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Legal Issues, Tribal Law and Policy Institute
(Forthcoming 2017).
Understanding Sex Trafficking, available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/trafficking.html.
U.S. Department of Justice, Attorney General’s Advisory Committee on American Indian/Alaska
Native Children Exposed to Violence: Ending Violence So Children Can Thrive, available at:
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/defendingchildood/pages/attachment/2015/03/23/
ending_violence-so_children_can_thrive.pdf.
U.S. Department of Justice, Attorney General’s Annual Report to Congress and Assessment of
U.S. Government Activities to Combat Trafficking in Persons in Fiscal Year 2009 (2010): 16.

20 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

What Are the Connections between Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking? Available at:
http://www.nrcdv.org/dvam/sites/default/files2/HumanTrafficking%26DVTalkingPointsForm.pdf.
What Is Human Trafficking: Myths and Misconceptions, available at:
http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/what-human-trafficking/myths-misconceptions.

21 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

22 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book

Michigan

Tribal Coalitions Information

Uniting Three Fires Against Violence
Uniting Three Fires Against Violence (UTFAV), located in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, it is the
mission of UTFAV to unite and empower Native American Communities in Michigan to end
domestic violence and sexual assault. We provide resources for safety and advocacy to ensure
the physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-being of Native Americans victimized by
violence.

545 Ashmun Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Phone: (906) 253-9775 | unitingthreefiresagainstviolence.org
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Michigan Trafficking Services
Organization
Alternatives For Girls
903 W. Grand Blvd.
Detroit, MI
Phone: (313) 361-4000
Crisis Line: 888-AFG-3919
https://alternativesforgirls.org

Services Provided
Alternatives For Girls (AFG) is a Detroit-based 501(c)3
nonprofit serving homeless and high-risk girls and
young women. Since 1987, AFG has provided critical
services to the girls and young women we serve,
including safe shelter, street outreach and educational
support, vocational guidance, mentoring, prevention
activities, and counseling. The goal is to empower the
girls and young women we serve to make positive
choices.

Clients Served: Girls and young women.
Manasseh Project
3330 36th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
Phone: (616) 942-2110
www.manassehproject.org

Christian ministry dedicated to ending the sexual
exploitation of young men and women in West
Michigan. Provides support and specialized residential
treatment services for victims of sex trafficking.

Clients Served: All persons.
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Michigan Support Services
Organization
Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services
Address: N/A
Phone: 855-275-6424

Services Provided
Provides temporary food assistance for eligible lowincome families and individuals. Eligibility depends on
financial situation of all members in a household.
Income is considered when determining amount of food
assistance one is eligible to receive. Food asset limit of
eligible people is $5,000.

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71547_5527---,00.html
Clients Served: All Michigan residents that meet income
requirements.
Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services

Provides temporary cash assistance to eligible pregnant
women and low-income families with minor children.

Address: N/A
Phone: 855-275-6424

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71547_5526---,00.html
Michigan Legal Help
Address depends on county
Phone: Depends on county

Clients Served: Pregnant women, low-income families
with minor children.

Website provides services to people who have to handle
simple civil legal problems without a lawyer. It also
provides a directory of lawyers or community services
available in your area according to county.

www.michiganlegalhelp.org
Clients Served: Everyone.
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Northern Lower Peninsula Region
(Including Alcon and Traverse City)
Native Specific Services
Organization
Uniting Three Fires Against
Violence

Services Provided
Provides resources, safety, and advocacy to those in the
Native American community affected by domestic
violence and/or sexual assault.

Address: N/A
Phone: (906)-253-9775
www.unitingthreefiresagainstviole
nce.org

Clients Served: Native Americans.

Michigan Indian Tribal Chairman
and Attorneys

Directory of all available trial chairmen and attorneys
available in the area.

Address: N/A
Phone: N/A
www.michigan.gov/documents/dh
s/Michigan_Indian_Tribal_Chairma
n_and_Attorneys_396302_7.pdf
Michigan Indian Legal Services,
Inc.
814 S. Garfield Ave., Ste. A
Traverse City, MI 49686
Phone: (231)-947-0122 or (800)968-6877
www.mils.org

Clients Served: Native Americans.

Provides legal services to low income Indian individuals
and tribes to further self-sufficiency, overcome
discrimination, assist tribal governments and preserve
Indian families.

Clients Served: Native Americans.
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Emergency Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control,
general health care, HIV testing, LGBT services,
pregnancy testing/services, STD
testing/treatment/services, men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: All persons.
Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services
Address: N/A
Phone: 855-275-6424

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71547_5527---,00.html

Provides temporary food assistance for eligible lowincome families and individuals. Eligibility depends on
financial situation of all members in a household.
Income is considered when determining amount of food
assistance one is eligible to receive. Food asset limit of
eligible people is $5,000.

Clients Served: All persons.
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Services
Organization
Bay Area Women’s Center SANE
Program

Services Provided
Examination and treatment of victims of sexual assault.

PO Box 1458
Bay City, MI 48706
Phone: (989-686-4551
www.angelsandbutterflywings.com
/resources---sane-sexual-assaultClients Served: All persons.
nurse-examiners
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Provides abortion services/referral, birth control, general
health care, HIV testing, LGBT services, pregnancy
testing/services, STD testing/treatment/services,
men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: All persons.

Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic & Sexual Violence

Coalition dedicated to helping end domestic and sexual
violence all across the state of Michigan. Website
contains a searchable directory of domestic violence and
sexual assault programs near whoever is in need. Link is:
www.mcedsv.org/help/find-help-inmichigan/directory/search.html

Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

www.mcedsv.org

Clients Served: All persons.
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Shelter and Housing Assistance Services
Organization
Goodwill Inn
2943 Keystone Road
Traverse City, Michigan
Phone: (231)-922-4890
(If not in Traverse City area): Call
National Runaway Switchboard

Services Provided
Provides shelter to homeless adults and families. Is an
80+ bed facility and is the largest homeless shelter in
Northern Michigan. Also contains Pete’s Place Youth
Wing for youth 14-17 years of age.

www.goodwillnmi.org/homelesshousing/goodwill-inn-homelessshelter/

Clients Served: Anyone experiencing homelessness;
those in Pete’s Place Youth Wing must be 14-17 years of
age and are limited to a stay of up to two weeks.

Northwestern Michigan Human
Services Agency

Days Only Families/Singles. Office hours: 7:30am 4:30pm.
NMCAA is a non-profit Community Action Agency serving
ten counties of northwest lower Michigan and operates
the home Weatherization program, the Senior Nutrition
and Meals on Wheels programs, the Head Start/Child
Development program, and the Community Services
program.

3963 Three Mile Road
Traverse City, MI 49684
Phone: (231) 947-3780

http://www.nmcaa.net

Clients Served: All persons in Traverse City.

Safe Harbor of Grand Traverse

Safe Harbor is a shelter program that attempts to create
community between those in need and those who are
able to help.
Rotating locations through the cold months.
Providing evening and morning meals. Organizing
volunteers who make themselves available to talk to,
socialize with, and serve our guests.

Traverse City, MI 49684
Phone: 231-645-0562

http://www.gtsafeharbor.org/

Clients Served: All persons in Traverse City.
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Third Level Crisis Intervention
Center Street Outreach Program
1022 E. Front St.
Traverse City, MI 49686
Phone: (231) 922-4800

http://www.thirdlevel.org

We are available 24/7 every day of the year. All of our
services are free, regardless of your ability to pay.
Sometimes you just need a break! Pete's Place can
provide a safe place to go while you try to work things
out at home or figure out what's next. Our shelter is
voluntary and free (financial need is never asked) for any
youth in crisis ages 14-17, both female and male, and
their children. Pete's Place, which is connected to the
Goodwill Inn Shelter, is run by Third Level's great staff
that's well-trained, caring, and non judgmental.
Do you have items to donate? Contact Third Level Crisis
Intervention Center Street Outreach Program at the
phone number provided above to see if they can use any
items you may have to donate.

Clients Served: All persons in Traverse City.
Diane Peppler Resource
698 Post Office Box
Sault Saint Marie, MI 49783
Phone: (906) 635-0566

The Diane Peppler Resource Center provides a safe,
secure, and supportive environment for survivors of
domestic violence and their families. Survivors are given
the opportunity to gain an understanding of domestic
abuse, have their questions answered, and explore their
options.

http://dprcenter.org/

Clients Served: All persons in Sault Saint Marie.
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Room At The Inn
347 Rock Street
Marquette, MI 49855
Phone: 906-227-9171

http://roomattheinn.org

Room at the Inn offers nighttime shelter, opening at 6pm
each evening and closing at 6am. Dinner is provided each
evening to shelter guests, between the hours of 6:30 and
7:30 p.m. The Warming Center serves as an early
morning shelter to guests from the hours of 6 to 8 a.m. A
shower facility is also located in the Warming Center.
Guests can receive mail and use the shelter address for
business purposes. The Room at the Inn also assists with
transportation services when the shelter is located in one
the outlying churches. Room at the Inn offers referral
services to existing social service agencies in the
community.
Checking In to Room at the Inn:
Guests may check in between the hours of 6 - 9 pm.
Guests will be required to complete an intake form on
first night of stay.
The next day, new guest must meet with Guest Advocate
to complete and sign Shelter Contract.
Guests will be checked for wants and warrants through
the Marquette City Police at intake.
Each guest will be required to sign in and go through a
personal search and breathalyzer test each evening.
Clients Served: Criteria for staying at Room at the Inn:
Guests must be 18 years or older.
Guest must be Marquette County resident.
Guests must be stable and able to self manage their
behavior.
Must have medications if needed to maintain stability.
Guests must be able to manage their own medications.
Guests must maintain their personal hygiene and care for
their sleeping area while in shelter.
Guests must be able to live in community environment.
Guests must be able to climb stairs and get up and down
from a mattress on the floor without assistance. Must be
able to leave the shelter each morning for the day.
Guest must be medically stable.
Guest may not be on the sex offender registry.
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Legal Services
Organization
Michigan Legal Help
Address: depends on county
Phone: Depends on county

Services Provided
Website provides services to people who have to handle
simple civil legal problems without a lawyer. It also
provides a directory of lawyers or community services
available in your area according to county.

www.michiganlegalhelp.org

Clients Served: All persons.
Legal Services of Northern
Michigan’s Internet
Representation Project
Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

Website that provides free legal advice depending on
eligibility. If qualified, clients can post legal questions to a
private messaging system, where they will be answered
by private attorneys volunteering their time. Both client
and attorney remain anonymous.

www.lsnmirp.org
Clients Served: Eligibility is determined onsite.
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Children, Youth, and Family Services
Organization
Child & Family Services of
Northwest Michigan
Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

Services Provided
Provides services throughout the Northwest Lower Region
of Michigan for children and families. Programs include
adoption services, 24/7 crisis services, pregnancy
prevention, suicide prevention, Third Level Crisis services,
and a free legal aid clinic.

www.cfsnwmi.org

Clients Served: Children and families.

Child & Family Services of
Northeast Michigan, Inc.

Provides services throughout the Northeast Lower Region
of Michigan for children and families.

1044 U.S. 23 North
Alpena, MI 49707
Phone: 989-356-4567
(Toll Free:) 855-268-6558
www.cfsnemi.org

Clients Served: Children and adults.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services

Hotline for reporting abuse or neglect of any child or
adult.
For a text listing of any Department Office according to
county:
www.mdhs.michigan.gov/CompositeDirPub/CountyComp
ositeDirectory.aspx

Address: N/A
Phone: (855)-444-3911 (hotline)

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-73971_7119---,00.html

Clients Served: Children and adults.
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LGBTQ/2 Services
Organization
Windfire

Services Provided
Provides services for LGBTQ youth in Northern Michigan.

3785 Veterans Drive
Traverse City, MI 49684
Phone: (800)-442-7315;
(231)-922-4800
www.cfsnwmi.org/programs/wildfi
re

Clients Served: LGBTQ youth.

Thomas Judd Care Center

Provides medical services to those living with HIV/AIDS.
Aim to address issues with transportation, cost of care,
housing, substance abuse issues, mental health issues,
lack of health insurance, fear of people finding out, social
support, employment, finding specialized doctors.

3529 W. Front St.
Traverse City, MI 49684
Phone: (231)-935-2090
www.munsonhealthcare.org/tjccwhoweare

Clients Served: Anyone.

Third Level Crisis Services

Provides care, counseling, and services to LGBTQ.

1022 E. Front St.
Traverse City, MI
Phone: (866)-488-7386 (specific
helpline for LGBTQ)
www.cfsnwmi.org/help/

Clients Served: Anyone.

Parents, Families, and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays

Nationwide family and ally organization that commits to
advance equality and full societal affirmation of LGBTQ
people through support, education, and advocacy.

PO Box 276
Houghton, MI 49931-0276
Phone: (906)-482-4357
www.community.pflag.org/page.as
px?pid=194

Clients Served: Everyone.

448 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book

Physical and Mental Healthcare Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control, general
health care, HIV testing, LGBT services, pregnancy
testing/services, STD testing/treatment/services,
men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: Anyone.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services (Crime Victim
Services)

Provides funding and services to victims of a physical
crime. Programs include Compensation, Sexual Assault
Forensic Exam, Victim Rights and Crime Victim
Assistance.

Address: N/A
Phone: (517)-373-7373
(877)-251-7373 for victims only
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71548_54783_54853--,00.html

Clients Served: Anyone.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services (Substance Use,
Problem Gambling, or Mental
Health)

Publicly funded gambling use counseling, mental health
counseling, and substance abuse counseling all across the
state of Michigan. Locations depend on county, which
can be found on site.

Address: Depends on county
Phone: Depends on county
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71550_2941_4871_4877151431--,00.html

Clients Served: Anyone.
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Northwest Michigan Health
Services, Inc.

Non-profit organization providing medical and dental
primary care services.

Address: N/A
Phone: (231)-947-0351 (Traverse
City)
(231)-861-2130 (Shelby Area)
(231)-889-7180 (Bear Lake)
www.nmhsi.org

Clients Served: All persons.

450 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book

Employment Assistance
Organization
Traverse City Michigan WORKS!
Service Center
1209 S. Garfield Avenue -- Suite C,
Traverse City, MI 49686-4330
Phone: (231) 922-3700 or 1-800442-1074
Cadillac Center:
401 N. Lake Street, Suite 700,
Cadillac, MI 49601
Phone: (231) 775-3408

Services Provided
Provides:
 Job Board with the most current job postings in
the area
 Public computers for job search
 Search job postings on the Internet
 Write a résumé and print it on résumé paper
 Get help with filling out a job application
 Post your résumé on Pure Michigan's Talent
Connect
 Participate in free workshops and learning labs
 For more information click here

Kalkaska Center:
103 Third Street,
Kalkaska, MI 49646
Phone: (231) 922-6907 or (231)
258-8889
Manistee Center:
1660 US 31 South,
Manistee, MI 49660
Phone: (231) 723-2535
Petoskey Center:
2225 Summit Park Drive,
Petoskey, MI 49770
Phone: (231) 347-5150

http://www.networksnorthwest.or
g/talent/job-seekers/servicecenters/traverse-city-michiganworks/#sthash.Ct0JaMfx.dpuf

Clients Served: Residents of that county.

451 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book

Financial and Utilities Assistance
Organization
Northwest Michigan Community
Action Agency
3963 Three Mile Rd.
Traverse City, MI 49686

Services Provided
Provides rental assistance, financial counseling, budget
analysis, etc. One-time cash assistance is available for
renters facing eviction. Assistance is also available for
deliverable fuels and metered utilities used for home
heating.

2202 Mitchell Park Dr., Suite 4
Petoskey, MI 49770
1640 Marty Paul
Cadillac, MI 49601
Phone: (231)-947-3780 (Benzie,
Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, Leelanau
counties)
(231)-347-9070 (Antrim,
Charlevoix, Emmet counties)
(231)-775-9781 (Missaukee,
Roscommon, Wexford Counties)
www.nmcaa.net

Clients Served: Low-income applicants (eligibility
screened through phone).

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services

Provides emergency services including cash assistance,
utilities, and burial.
Eligibility is based on the number of individuals in your
household, your monthly income and your countable
cash assets over $50 (except for burial services). Assets
such as homestead, one vehicle, personal and household
goods are excluded.

Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71547_5531---,00.html

Clients Served: All low-income people.
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Violence Prevention and Intervention Services
Organization
Uniting Three Fires Against
Violence

Services Provided
Provides resources, safety, and advocacy to those in the
Native American community affected by domestic
violence and/or sexual assault.

Address: N/A
Phone: (906)-253-9775
www.unitingthreefiresagainstviole
nce.org

Clients Served: Native Americans.

Domestic Violence Resource
Directory

Directory of shelters and resource centers for victims of
domestic violence all across the Northern Lower
Michigan region. Shelters/centers are listed according to
county.

Address: N/A
Phone: N/A
www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7192-29941_30586_240-2885-,00.html

Clients Served: Anyone suffering domestic violence
(further specification depends on the shelter/center).

Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic & Sexual Violence

Directory of shelters all across Michigan for those in need
of domestic violence or sexual assault programs.

https://www.mcedsv.org/help/find Clients Served: Anyone suffering domestic violence
-help-in-michigan.html
(further requirements depends on the shelter/center).
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Transportation Services
Organization
Michigan Public Transit Association

Services Provided
Public Transit system of the state of Michigan.

Address: N/A
Phone: (517)-324-0858
www.mptaonline.org

Clients Served: Everyone.

Michigan Alternative
Transportation Services

Directory of alternative transportation services according
to county. (Links subject to change at any time).

Address: Depends on county
Phone: Depends on county
www.michigan.gov/documents/sos Clients Served: Everyone.
/Alternative-TransportationServices_460333_7.pdf
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Upper Peninsula Region
(Including Alger and Schoolcraft counties)
Native Specific Services
Organization
Sault Ste. Marie Tribal Health
Center

2864 Ashmun
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Phone: 906-632-5200

Services Provided
Health clinic that provides various levels of medical
services. Services include general medical care,
community health nursing, nutrition services,
immunizations, dental services, audiology, radiology,
substance abuse, ultrasound, HIV awareness, clinical
nursing, traditional medicine, mental health/psychology,
wellness programs. Appointments are appreciated and
necessary for scheduling, and can be made by phone.

www.saultetribe.com/membership
-services/health

Clients Served: All Native Americans, ages infant to adult.

St. Ignace/Lambert Health Center
1140 N. State
St. Ignace, MI 49783
Phone: 906-643-8689

Health clinic that provides medical services. Services
include general medical care, community health nursing,
nutrition services, immunizations, dental services,
audiology, radiology, substance abuse, ultrasound, HIV
awareness, clinical nursing, traditional medicine, mental
health/psychology, wellness programs. Appointments can
be made by phone.

www.saultetribe.com/membership
-services/health

Clients Served: All Native Americans, ages infant to adult.

Manistique Tribal Community
Health Center
698 W. Hwy US-2
Manistique, MI 49854
Phone: 906-341-8469

www.saultetribe.com/membership
-services/health

Health clinic that provides various levels of medical
services. Services include general medical care,
community health nursing, nutrition services,
immunizations, dental services, audiology, radiology,
substance abuse, ultrasound, HIV awareness, clinical
nursing, traditional medicine, mental health/psychology,
wellness programs. Appointments are appreciated and
necessary for scheduling, and can be made by phone.
Clients Served: All Native Americans.
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Munising Rural Health Center
622 W. Superior
Munising, MI 49862
Phone: 906-387-4721

www.saultetribe.com/membership
-services/health
Newberry Tribal Community
Health Center
4935 Zeez-ba-tik Lane
Newberry, MI 49868
Phone: 906-293-8181

www.saulttribe.com/membershipservices/health
Sault Tribe Housing Services
Address: N/A
PhoneAdministration: 906-495-5555 or
800-794-4072
Resident Services: 906-495-1450 or
800-794-4072

Health clinic that provides various levels of medical
services. Services include general medical care,
community health nursing, nutrition services,
immunizations, dental services, audiology, radiology,
substance abuse, ultrasound, HIV awareness, clinical
nursing, traditional medicine, mental health/psychology,
wellness programs. Appointments are appreciated and
necessary for scheduling, and can be made by phone.
Clients Served: All Native Americans, ages infant to adult.

Health clinic that provides various levels of medical
services. Services include general medical care,
community health nursing, nutrition services,
immunizations, dental services, audiology, radiology,
substance abuse, ultrasound, HIV awareness, clinical
nursing, traditional medicine, mental health/psychology,
wellness programs. Appointments are appreciated and
necessary for scheduling, and can be made by phone.
Clients Served: All Native Americans, ages infant to adult.

Housing services for Native Americans within the 7
eastern counties of the Upper Peninsula (Chippewa,
Mackinac, Luce, Alger, Schoolcraft, Marquette, and
Delta). Services include home ownership assistance, lowincome rental, maintenance, home improvement.

www.saulttribe.com/membershipservices/housing

Clients Served: Enrolled members of Sault Ste. Marie
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.

Uniting Three Fires Against
Violence

Provides resources, safety, and advocacy to those in the
Native American community affected by domestic
violence and/or sexual assault.

Phone: (906)-253-9775
www.unitingthreefiresagainstviole
nce.org

Clients Served: Native Americans.
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Michigan Legal Help
Address depends on county
Phone: Depends on county

Website provides services to people who have to handle
simple civil legal problems without a lawyer. It also
provides a directory of lawyers or community services
available in your area according to county.

www.michiganlegalhelp.org

Clients Served: Everyone.
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Emergency Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control,
general health care, HIV testing, LGBT services,
pregnancy testing/services, STD
testing/treatment/services, men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: All persons.

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services

Provides temporary food assistance for eligible lowincome families and individuals. Eligibility depends on
financial situation of all members in a household.
Income is considered when determining amount of food
assistance one is eligible to receive. Food asset limit of
eligible people is $5,000.

Address: N/A
Phone: 855-275-6424

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71547_5527---,00.html

Clients Served: All persons that meet eligibility
requirements.

Tri-County Safe Harbor

Services include:
 24-hour emergency assistance crisis line to
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and
stalking
 Supportive counseling
 Support groups for women & children
 Information & referrals
 Emergency transportation
 Advocacy
 Active Support

905 1st Avenue
South Escanaba, MI 49829
Phone: (906) 789-9207
Crisis Line: (906) 789-1166

http://www.safe3c.com/what-wedo.html

Clients Served: All persons that meet eligibility
requirements.
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Barbara Kettle Gundlach Shelter
Home

Provides:
 Temporary shelter for victims and their children
in abusive relationships
PO Box 8
 Individual counseling and support groups for
Calumet, MI 49913
residents and non-residents
24 Hour Crisis Line: (906) 337-5623
 Information and referral to appropriate agencies
 Outreach advocate available to help victim work
with law enforcement and prosecutor in
http://www.bkgshelterhome.org/servi
domestic violence cases, including personal
ces-ontonagon.php
protection orders
 Transportation to shelter available
 All services are free and confidential

Clients Served: People in Houghton, Keweenaw and
Ontonagon County.
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control, general
health care, HIV testing, LGBT services, pregnancy
testing/services, STD testing/treatment/services,
men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: All persons.

Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic & Sexual Violence

Coalition dedicated to helping end domestic and sexual
violence all across the state of Michigan. Website
contains a searchable directory of domestic violence and
sexual assault programs near whoever is in need. Link is:
www.mcedsv.org/help/find-help-inmichigan/directory/search.html

Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

www.mcedsv.org

Clients Served: Those in need of domestic violence and
sexual assault programs and services.
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Shelter and Housing Assistance Services
Organization
Supportive Housing for Youth
Program
(offshoot of Child &Family Services
of the Upper Peninsula, Inc.)
706 Chippewa Square, Suite 200
Marquette, MI 49855
Phone:
(906)-253-1690 (Chippewa County)
(906)-281-2844 (Houghton County)
(906)-290-3116 (Menominee
County)

Services Provided
Provides homeless youth with safe and stable living
environments, equips them with stable employment
skills. Provides up to 18 months of case management and
support for independent living, help youth establish
positive rental histories, help youth access helpful
resources for living on their own.

Clients Served: Youth between the ages of 16 and 20 in
Chippewa, Houghton, and Menominee counties.

www.cfsup.org/Programs/SHYP.ht
ml
Project: HOPE Basic Center
Program
(offshoot of Child & Family Services
of the Upper Peninsula, Inc.)
706 Chippewa Square, Suite 200
Marquette, MI 49855
Phone: (906)-281-0937
www.cfsup.org/Programs/Hope.ht
ml

Family Rehousing Program
706 Chippewa Square, Suite 200
Marquette, MI 49855
Phone: (906)-282-9045, (906)-2810766, (906)-290-3116
www.cfsup.org/Programs/FamilyR
ehousing.html

Provides emergency shelter for runaway or homeless
youth, reunification services with family (when possible
and appropriate), and assistance for funding other stable
living arrangements. Also serves youth who are at risk of
running away or becoming homeless. Services are free of
charge and include food, transportation, life skills
training, tutoring and mentoring, and temporary
emergency shelter.

Clients Served: Youth under 18 years of age in Houghton
county (coming soon to Chippewa county).
Assists homeless families in moving from chronic
homelessness into permanent housing. Services include
locating affordable housing, case management, and
funding 18 months of rental assistance.

Clients Served: Homeless families.
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New Dawn Shelter of Gladwin
County

Emergency homeless shelter. Assistance programs are
also provided.

137 Commerce St
Gladwin, MI 48624
Phone: 989-709-6089
Clients Served: All persons in Gladwin.
http://www.homelessshelterdirector
y.org/cgibin/id/shelter.cgi?shelter=14565

Safe Haven House - For Women
621 South Fayette Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
Phone: (989) 921-7233

Safe Haven House provides emergency homeless shelter
and Transitional Housing for women and their children. In
addition to shelter, free clothing, resources and referrals
and provided.

http://www.shelter4women.org

Clients Served: All persons in Saginaw.

Midland's Open Door

Our mission is to demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ by
providing a variety of free services for the homeless, the
hungry and the needy:
 Crisis housing for men, women, and children
 Hot wholesome meals daily (soup kitchen)
 Clothing
 Jail and prison prayer visits
 Transitional assistance

412 W. Buttles St.
Midland, MI 48641
Phone: 989-835-2291

http://www.midlandopendoor.org

Clients Served: All persons in Midland.

Restoration Community Outreach

Established in 1990 by Betty J. Martin RCO is a 24-7
facility for homeless men. We provide alternative housing
for up to two years along with counseling and proper
guidance for men to re-establish themselves in society.

1205 Norman St
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone: (989) 753-1886
http://www.homelessshelterdirector
y.org/cgibin/id/shelter.cgi?shelter=9702

Clients Served: All persons in Saginaw.
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Muskegon Rescue Mission

Emergency Shelter Families/Singles Separate men's and
women/family shelter programs!

1691 Peck Street
Muskegon, MI 49441
Phone: (616)727-6090
http://www.homelessshelterdirector
y.org/cgibin/id/shelter.cgi?shelter=7786

River House
P.O. Box 661
Grayling, MI 49738

Clients Served: All persons in Muskegon.
River House, Inc. domestic violence and sexual assault
programs offer survivors of domestic violence and sexual
assault a wide range of services. These services help each
participant be safe and maintain a self-sufficient lifestyle
free of violence.
Services Provided:
Emergency Shelter
Upon entering River House, Inc., participants are
welcomed by staff. Time will be taken to fill out the
necessary intake forms. A bedroom is assigned and the
participant is given a tour of the shelter. The shelter
provides comfortable surroundings for participants and
their children.
Sexual Assault Services
The Sexual Violence Program at River House, Inc.
provides a 24-hour hotline for immediate crisis
intervention. A sexual violence advocate will stay with
the survivor or their family at the hospital emergency
department and provide clothing and referral
information. The sexual violence advocate is available to
attend police interviews and court proceedings with the
survivor. In addition, individual and group counseling are
available for the survivor and their family.

Clients Served: All persons.
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Every Woman's Place
1221 West Laketon Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49441
Phone : (231)759-7909
http://www.everywomansplace.or
g/

Since 1975, Every Woman’s Place has been providing
emergency shelter for survivors of domestic and sexual
violence.
The emergency shelter provides a place for survivors and
their children to be safe in a supportive and nonjudgmental environment. Survivors are able to start the
healing process, explore safe options, and receive
support from our dedicated staff.

Clients Served: All survivors and their children.
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Legal Services
Organization
Legal Services of Northern
Michigan’s Internet
Representation Project
Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

Services Provided
Website that provides free legal advice depending on
eligibility. If qualified, clients can post legal questions to a
private messaging system, where they will be answered
by private attorneys volunteering their time. Both client
and attorney remain anonymous.

www.lsnmirp.org

Clients Served: Eligibility is determined onsite.

Michigan Legal Help

Website provides services to people who have to handle
simple civil legal problems without a lawyer. It also
provides a directory of lawyers or community services
available in your area according to county.

Address depends on county
Phone: Depends on county
www.michiganlegalhelp.org

Clients Served: Everyone.
Legal Services of Northern
Michigan, Inc
706 Sharon Avenue
Houghton, MI 49931
Phone: (906) 482-3908

Legal representation for victims of domestic violence
who are income eligible for the program.

Clients Served: Victims of domestic violence who are
income eligible.

http://www.bkgshelterhome.org/s
ervices-houghton-keweenaw.php
Houghton & Keweenaw County
Friend of the Court
401 E. Houghton Avenue
Houghton, MI 49931
Phone: (906) 482-2102
8am-4:30pm
http://www.bkgshelterhome.org/s
ervices-houghton-keweenaw.php

Counseling for divorce and pending divorce cases, also
unwed parents, mediation in custody/visitation issues,
enforcement of custody, support and visitation.
Supervised visitation program.

Clients Served: Everyone.
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River House
P.O. Box 661
Grayling, MI 49738

The Legal Advocacy Program assists domestic violence
survivors throughout the legal process. While advocates
do not give legal advice, they do seek to enhance the
safety of women and their children by providing them
with knowledge about their legal choices. Frequently this
includes disseminating information, accompanying
survivors in court, explaining the court process, and
providing appropriate community contacts when
necessary. The legal advocate provides survivors with the
knowledge needed to empower them to make informed
decisions.

Clients Served: All persons of Grayling.
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Children, Youth, and Family Services
Organization
Child & Family Services of the
Upper Peninsula, Inc.
(Family Support Program)
706 Chippewa Square, Suite 200
Marquette, MI 49855
Phone: (906)-228-4050 ext. 113

Services Provided
Family Support Program assists families that are or may
become at risk of having their children removed from
their homes. Workers use multiple resources and
teaching methods to assist families with child and
household management, crisis and safety planning,
education, de-escalation and anger management skills,
developing support networks and how to effectively
manage stress. Program is based in Delta, Luce,
Mackinac and Menominee counties.

www.cfsup.org/Programs/FamSup.
html

Clients Served: All families.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services

Hotline for reporting abuse or neglect of any child or
adult.
For a text listing of any Department Office according to
county:
www.mdhs.michigan.gov/CompositeDirPub/CountyCom
positeDirectory.aspx

Address: N/A
Phone: (855)-444-3911 (hotline)
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-73971_7119---,00.html

Clients Served: Children and adults.
Little Brothers-Friends of the
Elderly

Friendly visiting, medical transportation, holiday dinners,
wood cutting, share housing.

527 Hancock St
Hancock, MI 49930
(906) 482-6944
http://www.bkgshelterhome.org/s
ervices-houghton-keweenaw.php

Clients Served: Children and adults.
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Western U.P. District Health
Department-Ontonagon Office
408 Copper Street
Ontonagon, MI 49953
Phone: (906) 884-4485 or (906)
884-4096
http://www.bkgshelterhome.org/s
ervices-ontonagon.php#shelter

Provides the following services:







Family planning program
WIC
Maternal support services
Infant support services
Immunization program
MICH-Care

Clients Served: All persons.
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LGBTQ/2 Services
Organization
Parents, Families, and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays

Services Provided
Nationwide family and ally organization that commits to
advance equality and full societal affirmation of LGBTQ
people through support, education, and advocacy.

PO Box 276
Houghton, MI 49931-0276
Phone: (906)-482-4357
www.community.pflag.org/page.as
px?pid=194

Clients Served: Everyone.

Dial Help Inc.

Dial Help offers:
 Free Telephone, Text, Instant Messaging, and
Walk-In Crisis Intervention Services
 Free Victim Services
 Free Sexual Assault Survivor Services
 Suicide Prevention Services
 Outpatient Substance Abuse Treatment Services
 Prevention Services
 Family Support services
 Anger Management and Domestic Abuse
Intervention Programs
 Alcohol Highway Safety Education, Driver’s
License Assessments and more.

609 Shelden Avenue
Houghton, MI 49931
Phone: (906) 482-9077
Fax: (906) 482-2502
Local Helpline: (906) 482-HELP
(4357)
U.P. Toll Free Helpline: (800) 5627622
TTY: (800) 749-5870

http://www.dialhelp.org/?page_id
=35

Dial Help is committed to providing no or low cost, direct
high quality services, linking to community resources in
order to strengthen the residents, families, and
communities of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.

Clients Served: All persons.
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Physical and Mental Healthcare Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control, general
health care, HIV testing, LGBT services, pregnancy
testing/services, STD testing/treatment/services,
men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: All persons.

MIChild
(offshoot of Western Upper
Peninsula Health Department)

Health care program for low-income, uninsured children
of Michigan’s working families. Includes vision, dental,
and mental health services.

Phone: (906)-524-6142, (906)-6670200, (906)-482-7382, (906)-8844096

Clients Served: All persons.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services (Substance Use,
Problem Gambling, or Mental
Health)

Publicly funded gambling use counseling, mental health
counseling, and substance abuse counseling all across the
state of Michigan. Locations depend on county, which
can be found on site.

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71550_2941_4871_4877151431--,00.html

Clients Served: Anyone.

Western U.P. Substance Abuse
Services Coordinating Agency

Provides:
 Assessment and referral for substance abuse
issues
 Monitoring/advocating for quality treatment for
clients: special emphasis on services for women
and children
 Comprehensive services for personal and work
site problems involving assessment, referrals,
education and training, and technical assistance

903 W. Memorial Drive
Houghton, MI 4993
(906) 482-7473 or (906) 482-3031
Office Hours: 8-4 Monday-Friday

http://www.bkgshelterhome.org/s
ervices-houghton-keweenaw.php

Clients Served: Those suffering from substance abuse
issues with a particular emphasis on women and
children.
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Employment Assistance
Organization
Harbor House
245 W. Baraga Street
Marquette, MI 49855
Open 24 hours/day
Phone: 906-226-6611
or 1-800-455-6611

Services Provided
Individual Counseling:
Information & Referrals:
Support Groups:
Child Care: is available to clients for counseling
appointments, court hearings, PPO assistance, meetings
with the Prosecutor's Office, attorney appointments and
other related appointments.
Transportation: can be provided to clients for court
hearings and PPO assistance, as well as appointments
with the Prosecutor's Office, other attorneys and police
agencies, and for appointments concerning housing,
financial issues and medical needs.
Financial Assistance: Information, referrals and advocacy
for clients accessing appropriate community agencies
that provide financial assistance. Assistance provided to
victims for changing locks on the home.
Resale Shop: An account can be established for clients in
need of emergency clothing for court, job interviews, etc.
Household items can also be provided.

http://wcmqt.weebly.com/harborhouse.html

Clients Served: Women and children in Marquette and
Alger Counties. All services are free of charge to women
and children in need.
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Financial and Utilities Assistance
Organization
Bay Mills Housing Authority

3095 S. Towering Pine, Brimley, MI
Phone: 906-248-5524

Services Provided
Bay Mills Housing Authority operates 94 rental units.
Housing Authority currently has eight one-bedroom
apartments, 24 two bedroom apartments and 44 single
family homes for low income tribal member families.
They also have 18 fair market rental homes.
The fair market homes are for individuals who are
over income for the low-income rentals or non-tribal
members. Applications for rental units can be picked
up at the Bay Mills Housing Authority office. Applicants
will generally have a substantial wait time from the
time an application is turned in completed and when
they are selected for a unit.
BMHA also manages 73 mutual help home ownership
homes. Bay Mills Housing Authority does offer down
payment assistance to first low income home buyers.
Applicants must be income eligible tribal members and
purchasing a home in Chippewa County. Applications
can be picked up at the Bay Mills Housing Authority
office.

http://www.baymills.org/housingauthority.php

Clients Served: Bay Mills community.

UPCAP

Affordable Senior & Family Apartments

2501 14th Avenue South
P.O. Box 606 Escanaba, MI 49829

Finding affordable housing is a challenge for many of
Michigan's Upper Peninsula residents. UPCAP
manages multi-unit apartments across the U.P. and
northern lower Michigan to meet many needs.
Go to UPCAP's Housing Project Locations page for
apartment locations, photos, and descriptions.

For current openings or more
information, call:
(906) 786-4701, E.3036 or Tollfree: 1-800-305-8137, E.3036
http://www.upcap.org/programs_se
rvices/housing/

Clients Served: All persons that meet certain eligibility
requirements.
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Violence Prevention and Intervention Services
Organization
Uniting Three Fires Against
Violence

Services Provided
Provides resources, safety, and advocacy to those in
the Native American community affected by domestic
violence and/or sexual assault.

Address: N/A
Phone: (906)-253-9775
www.unitingthreefiresagainstviole
nce.org

Clients Served: Native Americans.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services

Hotline for reporting abuse or neglect of any child or
adult.

Address: N/A
Phone: (855)-444-3911 (hotline)

For a text listing of any Department Office according to
county:
www.mdhs.michigan.gov/CompositeDirPub/CountyCo
mpositeDirectory.aspx

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-73971_7119---,00.html

Clients Served: Children and adults.
Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic & Sexual Violence
Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

Coalition dedicated to helping end domestic and sexual
violence all across the state of Michigan. Website
contains a searchable directory of domestic violence
and sexual assault programs near whoever is in need.
Link is: www.mcedsv.org/help/find-help-inmichigan/directory/search.html

www.mcedsv.org
Clients Served: Children and adults.
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Transportation Services
Organization
Michigan Public Transit Association

Services Provided
Public Transit system of the state of Michigan.

Address: N/A
Phone: (517)-324-0858
Clients Served: Everyone.
www.mptaonline.org
Michigan Alternative
Transportation Services

Directory of alternative transportation services according
to county. (Links subject to change at any time).

Address: Depends on county
Phone: Depends on county
www.michigan.gov/documents/sos Clients Served: Everyone.
/Alternative-TransportationServices_460333_7.pdf
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Southern Peninsula Region
(Including Detroit and Lansing)
Native Specific Services
Organization

Services Provided

Michigan Legal Help
Address depends on county
Phone: Depends on county

Website provides services to people who have to handle
simple civil legal problems without a lawyer. It also provides a
directory of lawyers or community services available in your
area according to county.

www.michiganlegalhelp.org

Clients Served: Everyone.

Michigan Indian Tribal Chairman and
Attorneys

Directory of all available trial chairmen and attorneys available
in the area.

Address: N/A
Phone: N/A
www.michigan.gov/documents/dhs/
Michigan_Indian_Tribal_Chairman_an
d_Attorneys_396302_7.pdf

Clients Served: Native Americans.

Uniting Three Fires Against Violence

Provides resources, safety, and advocacy to those in the Native
American community affected by domestic violence and/or
sexual assault.

Address: N/A
Phone: (906)-253-9775
www.unitingthreefiresagainstviolence.
org

Clients Served: Native Americans.
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Emergency Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control,
general health care, HIV testing, LGBT services,
pregnancy testing/services, STD
testing/treatment/services, men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: Anyone.

Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services

Provides temporary food assistance for eligible lowincome families and individuals. Eligibility depends on
financial situation of all members in a household.
Income is considered when determining amount of food
assistance one is eligible to receive. Food asset limit of
eligible people is $5,000.

Address: N/A
Phone: 855-275-6424

www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-71547_5527---,00.html
YWCA West Central Michigan
25 Sheldon Boulevard SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Clients Served: Everyone eligible.
Provides one to three days shelter is provided at the
YWCA emergency shelter for victims in immediate crisis
who are unable to return safely to their homes. Trained
Volunteer Advocates are available 24-hours a day to
help victims and survivors of sexual assault.

616-459-4681
Sensitive, supportive care for victims of sexual assault in
immediate crisis. Crisis services are also provided to
friends or family who accompany victims seeking
medical care. Also provides general referral information
for area medical, legal, and counseling services.
Short-Term Respite (no cost)




Short-Term Counseling (no cost)
Individual Therapy:
Support Groups (no cost)

Clients Served: Victims and survivors of sexual assault.
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Safe Shelter Inc.
996 N Shore Dr
Benton Harbor, MI
49022
Phone: (888)-983-4275

A safe house for survivors of domestic violence/sexual
assault and their dependent children. We provide a 24/7
crisis line, shelter, legal advocacy, child advocacy,
support groups and outreach programs.

https://sapac.umich.edu/resource/2 Clients Served: All persons.
37
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control, general
health care, HIV testing, LGBT services, pregnancy
testing/services, STD testing/treatment/services,
men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org
Clients Served: All persons.
Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic & Sexual Violence
Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

Coalition dedicated to helping end domestic and sexual
violence all across the state of Michigan. Website
contains a searchable directory of domestic violence and
sexual assault programs near whoever is in need. Link is:
www.mcedsv.org/help/find-help-inmichigan/directory/search.html

www.mcedsv.org

Clients Served: All persons.

YWCA West Central Michigan

“As part of our communities response to sexual assault,
the YWCA provides comprehensive, timely, and sensitive
medical-forensic examinations.

25 Sheldon Boulevard SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
616-459-4681

With patient consent, evidence is collected and
documented by specially trained, professional nurse
examiners in a supportive private environment.
Volunteer advocates who can offer emotional support
and information are part of this response as well.
Medical-forensic examinations are performed at YWCA
on a 24-hour, on-call basis for children and adults, both
females and males. To arrange for an examination,
contact the YWCA Nurse Examiner Program within 120
hours of the incident. The Nurse Examiner Program can
also provide referrals for follow-up medical care and
counseling.”
Clients Served: All persons.
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Shelter and Housing Assistance Services
Organization
Cass Community Social Services,
Inc.
11850 Woodrow Wilson St.
Detroit, MI 48206
Phone: 3138832277

Services Provided
Cass provides emergency shelter, transitional and
permanent supportive housing for all populations.
Supportive Services are available to hundreds of
homeless persons and families each night.

Clients Served: All persons in Detroit.
www.homelessshelterdirectory.org
Rescue Mission Genesis II
2015 Webb Street
Detroit, MI 48206
Phone: 3134711097

Women in this program often are working on substance
abuse aftercare issues, addressing legal issues, and
attend school and training programs to give them a
future.

http://www.drmm.org/

Clients Served: All women and children in Detroit.

Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries
(Oasis)

Abuse and Treatment Center, Emergency Shelter,
Transitional Housing, & Permanent Housing. Men, many
of whom are struggling with addiction, debt, and
difficulty finding employment. 25 men are homeless
veterans of the armed forces and 25 are men with
mental health or substance abuse disabilities, in addition
to being homeless.

13220 Woodward Ave
Highland Park, MI 48203

http://drmm.org/

Clients Served: All persons of Highland Park and Detroit.
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Gateway Community Services
2875 Northwind Drive Ste 105
East Lansing, MI 48823
Phone: 517-351-4000

http://www.gatewayservices.org

“We offer counseling and shelter to teens and
adolescents only through several programs: Higher
Ground - provides case management services to teens
and focuses on family reunification. Higher Ground also
provides temporary, emergency shelter for teens in crisis.
Crossroads - provides longer-term shelter, case
management, and counseling for teens where family
reunification is difficult or impossible. Crossroads stresses
independent living skills so that when a youth leaves the
shelter they will have life skills to help them live
independently. Violence Intervention and Prevention
Project - provides anger management training for youth
experiencing anger issues. Youth Workforce
Development Program - helps place troubled teens or
disadvantaged youth into jobs to help them become
independent and gain workforce experience.”

Clients Served: Teens in East Lansing.
Wayne County Family Center
30600 Michigan Ave
Westland, MI 48174
Phone: 734-721-0590
http://www.homelessshelterdirect
ory.org/cgibin/id/shelter.cgi?shelter=10236

A partnership of Lutheran Social Services of Michigan and
Wayne County, offering transitional shelter for homeless
families.
Open for telephone intake seven days a week, 24 hours a
day
 Private, locked rooms for each family
 Three balanced meals and snack each day
Laundry room
 On-site medical clinic
 Easy access to the SMART bus line
 Help in finding a permanent home
 Job counseling and placement
 Case management
 Education/GED resources
 Help with financial planning
 Licensed child care for preschoolers
 A lending library with computers and
internet access

Clients Served: All persons in Wayne County.
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The BBRHC supportive housing program was founded by
Mrs. Pam Duvall-Bateman, sponsored by Breakthrough
Believers Recovery and Healing Center, 501c3 non-profit
organization to offer licensed social service program
1014 Dunham St SE
assistance for women with special needs, homeless and
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
have underlying issues of mental and substance abuse
Phone: 616-551-3290
disorders. They provide services to roommate/tenants
using case-management model. BBRHC supportive
http://www.bbrhc.community.offic
housing will provide a independent living atmosphere
elive.com
with on site case management services, in that residents
will be required to take an active role in the structured
curriculum, daily chores, social activities, spiritual
guidance and follow house rules that is a guide for daily
living to meet the unmet needs of its residence.
BBRHC supportive housing will house women residents
only, as well as a resident manager with the assistance of
volunteer staff. Residents may have their own room or
share rooms, and share facilities such as laundry,
bathroom, kitchen and common living areas. Our goal is
to address the real problem; only by addressing the
underlying issues will we be able to place them back into
society as productive individuals.
Breakthrough Believers
Supportive Housing Program

Client Served: Women and children in Grand Rapids.
Inasmuch House Haven of Rest
27 Green Street
Battle Creek, MI 49017
Phone: (269) 965-1148

http://www.thehavenbc.org/inasm
uch_division.html

The Inasmuch House is a way for the homeless to receive
vital care and services. These women, children and
families are involved in classes that teach life-skills such
as budgeting, time management, how to be a good
tenant and much more.
This new facility offers a wing of family rooms allowing
homeless families to stay together in their time of need.
Inasmuch House is the only family shelter in Calhoun
County. Previosly fathers would have to stay in the Men's
shelter and Mother's and children would stay at
Inasmuch House. Inasmuch also offers rooms for single
fathers with children.

Client Served: All persons in Battle Creek.

481 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book

The Naomi Davis Shelterhouse

Basic Needs Assistance is provided including food,
clothing, personal care products and transportation
220 N Michigan Ave, Coldwater, MI vouchers.
49036
Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Education: We will
develop a safety plan by teaching actions to take during a
Phone: (517) 278-SAFE
violent incident, when planning to leave or safety after
leaving. Understanding that this can happen to anyone
and that it is not your fault will be the basis of the
http://278safe.com/the-naomieducation.
davis-shelterhouse/
Personal Advocacy: Will provide options not only in
safety planning but in self-esteem. Our women’s support
group meets weekly as well as offering an opportunity for
individual counseling.
Case Management Services: Goal planning starts while in
shelter and referrals continue upon exit. Each resident
sets their own goals and we assist in providing resources
to reach those goals through supportive counseling and
guidance
Legal Advocacy: A legal advocate is on staff who provides
criminal justice intervention and education on the rights
of the victim. A Personal Protection Order can be
obtained, court accompaniment, information and
referrals for area resources will be provided and
assistance with a personalized safety plan, filing
compensation paperwork will be given to victim.
Employment Support: Staff will assist in resumé
construction, employment searches, and will post job
opportunities. Resources to help clients feel empowered
and gain self-sufficiency are provided.
Housing Advocacy: Staff will assist in finding acceptable
and safe housing. We have many contacts within the
community so that housing will not prevent you from
being successful in your survivorship.

Clients Served: All persons.
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Laura’s Place
222 N Michigan Ave
Coldwater, Branch County,
Michigan 49036
Phone: 517.278.SAFE

http://278safe.com/lauras-place/

Laura’s Place, named in honor of the life of Laura
Breitner, was built in 2001 to provide safe and affordable
housing to low-income domestic violence survivors.
Laura’s Place creates a unique supportive environment
where residents can support each other’s healing and
access case management services. These services are
able to help domestic violence survivors regain control of
their financial situation, rebuild their life based upon a
strong and stable foundation and provide opportunities
for their children to learn behaviors that break the cycle.
Laura’s Place is designed to provide applicants with
housing for up to two years, for those that have been in
domestic violence or sexual assault situations.
Housing
There are six units all which have 3 bedrooms and
amenities to accommodate the family; the most
important being a safe and secure environment for the
family to reside.

Clients Served: Domestic violence survivors.

Altrusa Teen Share
45 East State St
Coldwater, MI 49036

http://278safe.com/altrusa-teenshare/

Provides:
 A private furnished bedroom and access to
donations from the community
 Access to a teenager friendly computer
 Security, supervision, and weekly support group
 Guidance with assessing other programs that the
teenager may qualify for, such as, food stamps,
Medicaid, and SSI
 Information and referrals on other services in the
area
 Access to our McKinney-Vento Assistance
program
 Case management and life skills guidance
 Assistance with continuing their education
 Employment support/assistance
 After graduation, six months to find another place
to live and Continued services after exiting
Clients Served: All teens.
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Legal Services
Organization
Michigan Legal Help
Address depends on county
Phone: Depends on county

Services Provided
Website provides services to people who have to handle
simple civil legal problems without a lawyer. It also provides a
directory of lawyers or community services available in your
area according to county.

www.michiganlegalhelp.org

Clients Served: Everyone.

Legal Services of South Central
Michigan
877.203.5000

Questions can be answered regarding eligibility for free legal
advice and representation (certain civil cases) to low-income
persons and senior citizens.

87 Marshall St.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone Calls on Tuesdays only: 9:0011:30am and 1:30-4:00pm
Walk-ins: 3rd Friday 1:00-4:00pm

Priorities: Family Law, Public Benefits, and Preventing
Homelessness.

Phone: 800.688.3951
http://278safe.com/resources/

Clients Served: All persons.

Disability Network

Serving Southwest Michigan with disability related info and
referrals, disability rights advocacy, support groups,
independent living skills training, connections to community
resources, nursing facility transition services, technology info
and services assistance, and social security benefits
counseling.

877.674.5209 (Toll Free)
517 E. Crosstown Parkway
Kalamazoo, MI 49001
269.345.1516
2900 Lakeview Avenue
St. Joseph, MI 49085
269.985.0111
http://www.dnswm.org

Clients Served: All persons.
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Children, Youth, and Family Services
Organization
Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services

Services Provided
Hotline for reporting abuse or neglect of any child or
adult.

Address: N/A
Phone: (855)-444-3911 (hotline)
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,
7-339-73971_7119---,00.html

Clients Served: Children and adults.

Pines Behavioral Services

Provides:

200 Orleans Blvd.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone: (517) 278-2129

Individual and Family Therapy – therapy for
depression, anxiety, behavioral disorders, substance
abuse, and overall family functioning.
Home Based Program – Intensive services in the home
for families who are facing the risk of out-of-home
placement for their child. Services include a minimum
of four hours or more, if needed, of contact per month.
Dialectical Behavioral Therapy (DBT) – A group for
Teens that engage in behaviors that tend to result in
increased negative attention by peers or families such
as self-injurious behavior, chaotic relationships, and/or
inappropriate attention seeking. The group, with a
parent component, teaches ways to channel energy
into pro-social means to obtain their needs.
Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) – Specialized
behavioral intervention provided by trained staff and
supervised by a specially licensed and certified
psychologist to teach skills to children ages 18 mos.-5
years diagnosed with Autism. Screening for Autism is
included for this age group. Up to 20 hours per week.
Parent Group – Designed to assist parents who have a
mental illness an/or addiction learn appropriate
parenting skills while coping with their own struggles.

http://278safe.com/resources/

Clients Served: All persons.
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Grandparents Raising Grandkids
(& other family kinship caregivers)

Grandparents Raising Grandkids (& other family kinship
caregivers)

Sponsored by the Branch County
Commission on Aging and BISD
Early Education

“Join other kinship caregivers and learn tips for raising
happy, healthy kids.
2nd Tuesday of every month 5:30 – 7:00pm.
Dinner provided and on-site childcare is available.
Please RSVP with a number of adults and children.”

Phone: 517.279.6565
370 E Chicago St. Suite 400
Coldwater, MI 49036

Clients Served: Grandparents.

Fatherhood Involvement Program
Beginnings Care for Life Center
Phone: 517.278.3355

A mentor program for dads and dads-to-be. Includes
individual lessons on a variety of topics such as Men’s
Issues, Caring for Infants/Toddlers, Discipline,
Safety/First-Aid, Money Management, and many more!
A Free program offering rewards for participation–earn
gift certificates, gas cards, and baby items.
Tuesday evenings 6:00 – 8:00pm

www.BeginningsCare.com

Clients Served: Dads and dads-to-be.
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LGBTQ/2 Services
Organization
Parents, Families, and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays
PO Box 276
Houghton, MI 49931-0276
Phone: (906)-482-4357

Services Provided
Nationwide family and ally organization that commits
to advance equality and full societal affirmation of
LGBTQ people through support, education, and
advocacy.

www.community.pflag.org/page.as
px?pid=194

Clients Served: Everyone.

LGBT Detroit

For over two decades, the members and community
surrounding LGBT Detroit have been serving Detroit’s
lesbian, gay, bi, and transgender communities and
advocating on their behalf. From forming community
partnerships to testifying before local and state
legislatures, and from providing safe gathering spaces to
leading pride celebrations and rallies of national
significance, LGBT Detroit has been living out its mission
to increase awareness of and support to Detroit’s
dynamic LGBT culture through education and advocacy
with integrity and pride.

41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit.
LGBT Detroit
Woman 2 Woman
41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

Woman 2 Woman provides women who self identify as
lesbian or bi-attractional a safe space to discuss issues
specific to women. Additionally, Woman 2 Woman
provides the lesbian, bi-attractional communities with,
a safe space to discuss, divulge and learn; Self-healing
and sisterhood through open, honest dialogue and
guided activities.

Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit
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LGBT Detroit
LGBT Detroit Leadership Academy
41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

The LGBT Detroit Leadership Academy, est. 2012, is a
social justice-training program for young LGBT African –
American adults and allies. Its purpose is to prepare
the next generation of leaders in Michigan’s LGBT
movement. The LGBT Detroit Leadership Academy is a
six-week program with one weekly session, occurring
twice a year in the spring and fall. Read the article
http://www.pridesource.com/article.html?article=7155
5 from Between The Lines Newspaper.
Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit.

LGBT Detroit
Detroit Elder Project
41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

The Detroit Elder Project is a program that provides
LGBT elders, ages 55 and older, a safe space to discuss
issues specific to aging. Through this program, Detroit
Elder Project provides LGBT older adults with a safe
space to share, be informed, find motivation and be
social.
Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit.

LGBT Detroit
Forever Faithful Project
41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

The Forever Faithful Project is a campaign dedicated to
changing hearts and minds and creating welcoming
congregations. This effort engages and works with
clergy, faith leaders and Detroit’s diverse faith
community in support of marriage equality. Read the
article
http://www.pridesource.com/article.html?article=7167
5 from Between The Lines Newspaper
Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit
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LGBT Detroit
Breaking The Cycle
41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

Through data based research, Breaking The Cycle
addresses issues of substance abuse and recovery in
LGBT community. In partnership with The Michigan
Department of Community Health Tobacco Section,
LGBT Detroit disseminates information about tobacco
usage in the LGBT/HIV community, how to quit, stay
healthy, seek HIV/AIDS testing sites and care providers.
Breaking The Cycle is a State of Michigan licensed
program for substance abuse with bi-monthly tobacco
use and prevention meetings. For immediate attention,
please contact Kunto Howard at 313-285-9733 or
aliciahoward@lgbtdetroit.org and Nathan Strickland at
313-285-9733 or nathanstrickland@lgbtdetroit.org.
Services are at Michigan Tobacco Quitline: 800QUITNOW (800-784-8669) or michigan.quitlogix.org
Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit

LGBT Detroit
Life Support
41 Burroughs Street, Suite 109
Detroit, MI 48202
Phone: (313) 285-9733

Life Support, a case management service, provides
residents access to institutional benefits that concerns
four areas of focus: Employment, Education, Health
and Social Justice. With this services, a social worker
on site to assist with inquiries and needs with each of
these topics. For immediate attention, please contact
Nathan Strickland at 313-285-9733 or
nathanstrickland@lgbtdetroit.org
Clients Served: LGTBQIA in Detroit
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Physical and Mental Healthcare Services
Organization
Planned Parenthood
Address: Depends on county
Phone: 1-800-230-PLAN

Services Provided
Provides abortion services/referral, birth control, general
health care, HIV testing, LGBT services, pregnancy
testing/services, STD testing/treatment/services,
men/women’s health care.

www.plannedparenthood.org

Clients Served: Anyone.

Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph
Community Health Agency

Children’s Special Health Care Services: Helps to pay for
specialized medical treatment for children with chronic,
severe medical conditions. Communicable Disease
Prevention & Control:
Investigation, follow-up and prevention of tuberculosis,
sexually transmitted infections, HIV/AIDS, food borne
illnesses, animal bites and infectious diseases.
County Health Plan (BHSJHP): Plan B is a communitysponsored program helping uninsured people get health
care services.
Environmental Health: On-site sewage, private and
public water supply, food protection, radon education &
testing, etc.
Health Education: Car seat inspection and installation,
parent education classes, educational presentations that
include blood borne pathogens, contraception, sexually
transmitted infections, HIV/AIDS, nutrition, etc.
Immunization Clinic: Immunizations for infants, children,
adolescents and adults along with foreign travel
immunizations.
MI Child/Healthy Kids: Offers health insurance for
uninsured Michigan children.
Prescription Discount Program: This program assists
people without prescription coverage to purchase
prescriptions drugs at a reduced cost.
WIC: Women, Infants & Children provides supplemental
food and nutritional education for pregnant women,
mothers, infants, and children under 5 that are financially
qualified.

570 N. Marshall Rd.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Hours: M – F 8:00 am – 4:00 pm
Phone: (517) 279-9561

http://www.bhsj.org

Clients Served: All persons.
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Bay Area Women’s Center

3411 E. Midland Rd.
Bay City, MI 48706
Phone: 989-686-4551
http://bawcmi.org/site15/index.php/contactus

Provides domestic violence and sexual assault services
within Bay and Arenac Counties. Counseling, support
groups and advocacy services are available for victims of
domestic or sexual violence, regardless of their age,
gender or background.
Individual Counseling: The Domestic Violence Program
Director and the Domestic Violence Case Worker meet
with individual clients to develop and implement
progressive service plans that are geared toward client
empowerment.
Support Groups: BAWC provides several ongoing weekly
support groups to assist and support individuals involved
in domestic violence relationships.
Two groups are held at the Bay City site. An Arenac
County support group is available to serve the clients of
Arenac County and is held at the satellite office in
Standish. A group is also provided to incarcerated women
at the Bay County jail who are victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault. Through a support group
setting, these women are allowed to gain a better
understanding of themselves and the dynamics of their
victimization. In all the groups, members have the
opportunity to give each other support, and work on
issues such as the dynamics of domestic violence, safety
planning, recovery from trauma, self-determination, goal
setting, self-esteem, and a wide range of human
potential topics.
Advocacy: Advocates assist our clients with a variety of
needs, including personal assistance and referrals to local
resources.
Personal Assistance: Non-residential clients are provided
with clothing, food, and personal needs, and they are
referred to other providers for additional assistance in
these areas.
Referrals: Clients are referred to other agencies or other
services within the agency as needed or requested by the
client. Bay Area Women’s Center maintains a strong
commitment to collaboration within the community.

Clients Served: All victims/survivors of domestic violence.
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Employment Assistance
Organization
PATH Program
210 Vista Dr.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Hours: M-F 8:00am – 5:00pm

Services Provided
Job search assistance, resume writing, vocational
counseling & rehabilitation, job training, and veteran’s
employment services.
Hours: M-F 8:00am – 5:00pm
Clients Served: All Persons.

Telamon Corporation
Improving the career prospects of dislocated farm
National Farm Worker Job Program workers and youth. Offering employment search, work
experience and educational assistance. ESL, workplace
Phone: 517.662.9090
safety, on-the-job training, and supportive services.
The NFJP provides access to education services and job
416 N. Cedar Street,
training, support, and additional services suited to the
Lansing , MI 48912
customer’s career goals:
Phone: (517) 323-7002
 Assistance with finding a job
 Assessment of skills and interests
121 Clover Street,
 Career counseling
Holland , MI 49424
 Classroom training
Phone: (616) 396-5160
 Counseling
 Customized training programs
32849 Red Arrow Hwy,
 Emergency services
Paw Paw, MI 49079
 Emergency housing assistance
Phone: (269) 459-2300
 English as a Second Language (ESL)
 Job placements
1495 10 Mile Rd. NW,
 Job training
Sparta, MI 49345
 Local job market information
Phone: (616) 520-4620
 Occupational Credentials
 On the job training
1209 S. Garfield, Ste. C,
 Pesticide Safety Training
Traverse City, MI 49686
 Pre-employment Training
Phone: (231) 941-5300
 Remedial education and GED preparation
 Skill Upgrades
 Supportive services
 Work Experience

Clients Served: All persons.
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Financial and Utilities Assistance
Organization
Pines Behavioral Health
Housing Assessment Resource
200 Orleans Blvd.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone: 517.278.2129

Services Provided
Provides funding assistance with shut-off notices after
having exhausted the following resources:
1) DHS, 2) Salvation Army, and 3) CAA
Disqualifications: Home ownership and NO deliverable
fuels.
Clients Served: All persons.

http://www.pinesbhs.org
Department of Human Services
388 Keith Wilhelm Dr.
Coldwater, MI 49036
Phone: 517.279.4200

Provides State Emergency Relief funding for utilities
(energy & non-energy). To apply for benefits:
Walk-Ins 7:30am to 5:00pm or
On-Line @ www.michigan.gov/mibridges
Clients Served: All persons.

http://www.michigan.gov/dhs
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Violence Prevention and Intervention Services
Organization
Uniting Three Fires Against
Violence

Services Provided
Provides resources, safety, and advocacy to those in the
Native American community affected by domestic
violence and/or sexual assault.

Address: N/A
Phone: (906)-253-9775
www.unitingthreefiresagainstviole
nce.org

Clients Served: Native Americans.

Michigan Department of Health &
Human Services

Hotline for reporting abuse or neglect of any child or
adult.
For a text listing of any Department Office according to
county:
www.mdhs.michigan.gov/CompositeDirPub/CountyComp
ositeDirectory.aspx

Address: N/A
Phone: (855)-444-3911 (hotline)
www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,588
5,7-339-73971_7119---,00.html
Michigan Coalition to End
Domestic & Sexual Violence
Address: N/A
Phone: N/A

Clients Served: Children and adults.
Coalition dedicated to helping end domestic and sexual
violence all across the state of Michigan. Website
contains a searchable directory of domestic violence and
sexual assault programs near whoever is in need. Link is:
www.mcedsv.org/help/find-help-inmichigan/directory/search.html

www.mcedsv.org
Clients Served: All persons.
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Transportation Services
Organization
Michigan Public Transit
Association

Services Provided
Public Transit system of the state of Michigan.

Address: N/A
Phone: (517)-324-0858
Clients Served: Everyone.
www.mptaonline.org
Michigan Alternative
Transportation Services

Directory of alternative transportation services according
to county. (Links subject to change at any time).

Address: Depends on county
Phone: Depends on county
www.michigan.gov/documents/sos Clients Served: Everyone.
/Alternative-TransportationServices_460333_7.pdf
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