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About This Resource
The Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/Survivor Resource Book (Resource Book) is
intended to provide Tribal Coalitions with basic information on sex trafficking as it impacts
Native people and to provide access to direct services that may assist victims/survivors of sex
trafficking.
The need for this resource became evident when a Native victim/survivor from a tribal
community attempted to escape her abuser and requested help from tribal advocates. The
victim/survivor needed to relocate to another community thousands of miles away. So, the
advocates needed to immediately locate resources and services needed: transportation,
overnight lodgings along the route, food and snacks for her children, and clothing for her and
her children.
Once those immediate resources were identified, the advocates realized the victim/survivor
would still need lodging, legal assistance, and other support services upon her arrival at the
final destination. Because the victim/survivor was relocating outside the advocate’s service
region and network—into an area where no tribal resources were available, the task seemed
daunting. It quickly became evident that there was no single resource available to the
advocates to sufficiently help this victim/survivor. The advocates reached out to their Tribal
Coalition for assistance in identifying, locating, and coordinating the services needed for their
client—services that would span many states.
Because the situation outlined in the preceding text is not uncommon for tribal advocates and
Tribal Coalitions serving Native victims/survivors, the primary goal of this Resource Book is to
provide an extensive list of holistic resources and services for victims/survivors. Each state with
a Tribal Coalition is included in this Resource Book, seventeen states in total. E-copies of this
Resource Book are available through the Tribal Coalitions website: www.TribalCoalitions.org.
The resources included here are the result of many hours of research and work from many TLPI
staff, clerks, and interns. We would like to acknowledge and thank the following individuals for
their invaluable contributions to this final resource: Simone Anter, Paul Castillo, Chantal CongHuyen, Ashleigh McCurchin, Erica McMilin, Natasha Roland, April Russell, Geneva Thompson,
and Olivia Young.
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Section 1: Sex Trafficking of Native People
Sex Trafficking in Indian Country
Today, there are 567 federally recognized tribes speaking more than 250 languages and
maintaining separate cultures, customs, and histories.1 As mentioned in the preceding text, the
sex trafficking of Native American women/girls in urban areas and Indian country2 is
disproportionately high as compared to the rest of the populations. For instance, the widerange impact of a large population influx due to the oil fracking industries in North Dakota and
Montana resulted in tribal victim service providers reporting a doubling and tripling of the
numbers of sexual assaults, domestic violence, and human trafficking incidents since 2008.3
However, according to the latest data4 and anecdotal evidence, Alaska is perhaps experiencing
the highest rates of Native sex trafficking victimization in the nation.5

Sex Trafficking Elements
While each jurisdiction may have varying definitions, sex trafficking generally occurs when a
commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion or in a situation in which the person
induced to perform such an act is under the age of eighteen years of age.6 A commercial sex act
can usually consist of any sex act(s) exchanged for food, shelter, money, or anything of value.
Sex trafficking does not typically require the movement or transport of a victim.7
Sex traffickers frequently subject their victims to debt-bondage, an illegal practice in which the
traffickers tell their victims that they owe money (often relating to the victims’ living expenses)

1

Federal and State Recognized Tribes, NAT’L CONFERENCE OF ST. LEG., http://www.ncsl.org/research/state-tribalinstitute/list-of-federal-and-state-recognized-tribes.aspx (last visited Sept. 14, 2016).
2
“Indian Country” is defined in 18 U.S.C.A. § 1151 (1948) (categorizing Indian country as: (a) all land within the
limits of a reservation, (b) all dependent Indian communities, and (c) all Indian allotments, the title which has not
been extinguished).
3
Written Testimony of Lisa Bruner, Hearing on Combating Human Trafficking, Federal, State and Local Perspectives,
COMM. ON HOMELAND SEC. AND GOVERNMENTAL AFF. (Sept. 23, 2013),
http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/combatting-human-traffickiing-federal-state-and-local-perspectives (last
visited Sept. 12, 2016).
4
Complicating this data is the fact that Alaska enacted a very broad antitrafficking law that resulted in Native
people that would have previously been charged with prostitution instead being charged with trafficking.
5
Eric Holder, Jr. et al., Attorney General’s Advisory Committee on American Indian/Alaska Native Children Exposed
to Violence: Ending Violence So Children Can Thrive, U.S. DEP’T OF JUST. 132 (Nov. 2014),
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/defendingchildood/pages/attachment/2015/03/23/ending_violenceso_children_can_thrive.pdf.
6
Alexandra (Sandi) Pierce, Shattered Hearts: The Commercial Sex Exploitation of American Indian Women and Girls
in Minnesota, MINN. INDIAN WOMEN’S RESOURCE CENTER 21-23 (2009),
http://www.sdcedsv.org/media/sdcedsvfactor360com/shattered_hearts_full_report-web_version.pdf.
7
Id.
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and that they must pledge their personal services to repay the debt.8 Sex traffickers use a
variety of methods to “condition” or manipulate and influence their victims including
starvation, confinement, beatings, physical abuse, rape, gang rape, threats of violence to the
victims and the victims’ families, forced drug use, and the threat of shaming their victims by
revealing their activities to their family and their families’ friends.9

Facts and Myths of Sex Trafficking
There is an unfortunate lack of reliable data on the problem of sex trafficking in Indian country.
This lack of reliable data is tied to the limited amount of methodologically sound research,
articles, and reports on the topic. As a result, many claims regarding sex trafficking are based on
very limited information and should be understood within the context of their limitations.
However, despite limited data, there are several “facts” that can be taken at face value and are
helpful to keep in mind as long as the reader understands that they may not be applicable in
every community. This short section will highlight some of those facts and will also address
several myths about sex trafficking.
Sex trafficking operations are not always secretive and may take place in a variety of public
venues including fake massage businesses; through escort services and residential brothels; and
at truck stops, hotels, motels, casinos, spas, strip clubs, and other fronts for prostitution.10
Victims may start off dancing or stripping in clubs and then be coerced into prostitution by a
trafficker.11
The threat of prosecution for participation in sex industries can further traumatize
victims/survivors of sex trafficking as well as leave them with a profound distrust of law
enforcement, all of which can prevent them from seeking future assistance.12 Furthermore, the
criminal record that results from being convicted can act as a barrier to future employment,
housing, and other opportunities.13

8

MHeffern, ABC’s of Human Trafficking: Debt Bondage, Exploitation, and Force, RENEWAL FORUM (July 11, 2013),
http://renewalforum.org/abcs-of-human-trafficking-debt-bondage-exploitation-and-force/ (last visited Sept. 19,
2016).
9
Fact Sheet: Sex Trafficking, OFF. ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, http://www.acf.hhs.gov.endtrafficking/resource/factsheet-sex-trafficking-english (last visited September 20, 2016).
10
Id. at 41.
11
Id. 39–40.
12
See Tara Burns, People in Alaska’s Sex Trade: Their Lived Experiences and Policy Recommendations 90-94 (May
2015) (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Alaska Fairbanks) (on file with Tribal Law and Policy Institute;
summary version also available at http://sextraffickingalaska.com/pdfs/AKSWR.pdf) (discussing, through
interviews, experiences victims/survivors of sex trafficking have had with law enforcement including arrest and
prosecution for sex trafficking and prostitution).
13
Id. at 81 (discussing how some survey participants said “that they couldn’t leave the [sex trade] because of
criminal convictions or pending criminal charges prevented them from obtaining other employment” and
“[i]ronically, these convictions included prostitution charges”).
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A common misconception is that sex trafficking is a new problem in tribal communities.
However, colonists targeted Native women for rape, kidnapping, and trafficking since before
the formation of the United States as nation. Colonial leaders argued that their men were
simply yielding to temptation and assigned no moral or religious consequents to the
perpetrators.14 The National Human Trafficking Resource Center lists some other myths and
misconceptions related to human trafficking, which includes both labor and sex trafficking:15













Myth 1: Trafficked persons can only be foreign nationals or are only immigrants
from other countries. Fact: The federal definition of human trafficking includes
both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals.
Myth 2: Human trafficking is essentially a crime that must involve some form of
travel, transportation, or movement across state or national borders. Fact:
Trafficking does not require transportation.
Myth 3: Human trafficking is another term for human smuggling. Fact: Smuggling
is a crime against a country’s borders. Human trafficking is a crime against a
person.
Myth 4: There must be elements of physical restraint, physical force, or physical
bondage when identifying a human trafficking situation. Fact: Trafficking does
not require physical restraint, bodily harm, or physical force.
Myth 5: Victims of human trafficking will immediately ask for help or assistance
and will self-identify as a victim of crime. Fact: Victims of human trafficking often
do not immediately seek help or self-identify as victims of crime.
Myth 6: Human trafficking victims always come from situations of poverty or
from small rural villages. Fact: Although poverty can be a factor in human
trafficking because poverty is an indicator of vulnerability, poverty alone is not a
single causal factor or a universal indicator of a human trafficking victim.
Myth 7: Sex trafficking is the only form of human trafficking. Fact: The federal
definition includes both sex trafficking and labor trafficking.
Myth 8: Human trafficking only occurs in illegal underground industries. Fact:
Trafficking can occur in legal and legitimate business settings as well as
underground markets.
Myth 9: If the trafficked person consented to be in their initial situation or was
informed about what type of labor they would be doing or that commercial sex
would be involved, then it cannot be human trafficking or against their will
because they knew better. Fact: Initial consent to commercial sex or a labor
setting prior to acts of force, fraud, or coercion (or if the victim is a minor in a sex
trafficking situation) is not relevant to the crime, nor is payment.
Myth 10: Foreign national trafficking victims are always undocumented
immigrants or here in this country illegally. Fact: Not all foreign national victims
are undocumented.

14

KRISTEN FISCHER, SUSPECT RELATIONS: SEX, RACE, AND RESISTANCE IN COLONIAL NORTH CAROLINA (2001).
What Is Human Trafficking: Myths and Misconceptions, NAT’L HUMAN TRAFFICKING RESOURCE CENTER,
http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/what-human-trafficking/myths-misconceptions (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
15

7|Page

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

Sex Trafficking Risk Factors
While no one factor is determinate that a person will become a victim/survivor of sex
trafficking, certain risk factors have been identified as indicators of vulnerability to sex
trafficking, which include individuals that are exposed to child abuse (including child sexual
abuse) and neglect, sexual assault, substance abuse, runaways, homelessness, extreme
poverty, and those with a cultural disconnect.16 Additionally, sex traffickers often target
vulnerable populations subject to social discrimination such as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans*,
Queer/Questioning, Intersex, and Two-Spirit (LGBTQ/2) individuals.17
While many characteristics are shared by other domestic sex trafficking victims/survivors, the
risk factors for Native Americans come together in a “perfect storm,” rendering Native women
and girls particularly vulnerable to the crime.18 Native American women and girls’ sex trafficking
risk factors include highest rates of physical and sexual violence in the United States,19 sexual
assaults at an early age,20 drug and alcohol abuse,21 and generational trauma.22
The Department of Justice has acknowledged that the overrepresentation of Native American
women among sex trafficking victims is a national problem.23 In order to grasp the context of
this issue, one must recall that Native Americans have been subject to war, conquest, rape, and
genocide, and were disconnected from their land.24 The sexual exploitation and trafficking of
Native American women and girls occurs at disproportionate rates. In 2011, The Garden of
Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota (“The Minnesota
Report”) was published and found that 85 percent of the women and girls trafficked in
Minnesota were Native and concluded that gangs in the area specifically targeted Native girls
because traffickers can represent Native girls as many different ethnicities, thus enhancing their
“marketability.”25

16

Alexandra (Sandi) Pierce & Suzanne Koepplinger, New Language, Old Problem: Sex Trafficking of American Indian
Women and Children, NAT’L ONLINE RESOURCE CENTER ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN (Oct. 2011),
http://www.vawnet.org/Assoc_Files_VAWnet/AR_NativeSexTrafficking.pdf; see also Understanding Sex
Trafficking, CTR. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION,
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/trafficking.html (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
17
Pierce, supra note 6 at 111–112 (discussing how two-spirited, bisexual, and transgender “youth are much more
likely than heterosexual-identifying youth to report having been kicked out of their homes or having run away,
which makes them even more vulnerable to commercial sexual exploitation”).
18
Andrea L. Johnson, A Perfect Storm: The U.S. Anti-Trafficking Regime’s Failure to Stop the Sex Trafficking of
American Indian Women and Girls, 43 COLUM. HUM. RTS. L. REV. 617 (2012).
19
Pierce & Koepplinger, supra note 16, at 8.
20
Sarah Deer, Relocation Revisited, 36 Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 621, 626 (2009–2010).
21
Id. at 678.
22
Pierce & Koepplinger, supra note 16, at 8.
23
Attorney General’s Annual Report to Congress and Assessment of U.S. Government Activities to Combat
Trafficking in Persons in Fiscal Year 2009, U.S. DEP’T OF JUST. 16 (2010).
24
Deer, supra note 20, at 625.
25
Sarah Deer et al., Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota (October 27,
2011) available at http://www.prostitutionresearch.com/pdfs/Garden_of_Truth_Final_Project_WEB.pdf.
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Section 2: Examining the Intersections between Domestic Violence
and Sex Trafficking
Because advocates working at domestic violence programs may encounter victims/survivors of
sex trafficking presenting as a victim/survivor of domestic violence, it is critical that advocates
understand nuances of both (sometimes co-occurring) forms of victimization in order to better
identify and appropriately respond to trafficking victims/survivors. Victim-centered advocacy,
confidentiality, and safety must be the foremost priorities to advocates and are critical to
working with both domestic violence victims/survivors as well as victims/survivors of sex
trafficking.26
“Victims/survivors may experience multiple sexual assaults by clients—
victims/survivors often find these experiences difficult to talk about. Consider the
sex trafficking victim who is forced by her perpetrator to have sex with his friends
or gang members. The feelings of shame and stigma that are common in sexual
assault cases are often compounded for those who are, or once were, part of the
sex industry and fear moral condemnation by the justice system or society at
large. . . . Although advocates are accustomed to working with legal and social
service systems, working with sex trafficked persons challenges the way
advocates typically interact with systems and collaborate with other agencies or
providers.”27
Sex traffickers may also have children with their victims/survivors. Additionally, the trafficker
may have threatened to or may have already used physical abuse as a mechanism to control
and coerce the victim/survivor. Threats and physical abuse may also enforce silence when the
victim/survivor comes into contact with the justice system.28 Emotional harm can also be just as
damaging to a victim as physical violence. For example, threatening to “out” an LBGTQ/2
individual to their community or family may mean the loss of social and economic support.29
Furthermore, a trafficker who threatens to, or actually discloses a person’s engagement (forced
or otherwise) in the sex industry may put that person at risk of losing their children or
exacerbate emotional and economic instability, while continuing to tighten their power and
control over that victim/survivor’s life.
For those encountering victims/survivors of trafficking through the justice system, remember
that the dynamics of control and coercion may affect their ability to use legal system resources
effectively. Even if an individual was coerced, that does not necessarily reduce the real or
26

What Are the Connections between Domestic Violence and Human Trafficking?, NAT’L RESOURCE CENTER ON
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, http://www.nrcdv.org/dvam/sites/default/files2/HumanTrafficking%26DVTalkingPointsForm.pdf.
27
Id.
28
The Intersection of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault and Human Trafficking, CENTER ON CT. INNOVATION,
http://www.courtinnovation.org/sites/default/files/documents/UnderstandingHumanTrafficking_2.pdf.
29
Id.
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perceived blaming and stigma associated with sex trafficking. This results in sex trafficking
victims/survivors being vulnerable to further trauma and less likely to seek help, especially from
justice system participants whom they do not know or trust.30
Finally, it is very important that victims/survivors of sex trafficking understand all of their
available legal and resource options, including possible immigration relief. In addition to
possible access to public benefits, federal laws have several helpful options for those facing
immigration issues, such as the T-visa for victims of trafficking and the U-visa for victims of
designated crimes, including some that often happen in the context of sex trafficking.31

30

See Pierce, supra note 6 at 95–97.
Id. See also the “Train-the-Trainer Curriculum: Legal Issues Related to Sex Trafficking in Indian Country” for more
information on federal, state, and tribal sex trafficking laws.
31
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Section 3: Screening and Safety Concerns for Native Victims/Survivors
Screening Tools
Screening tools are usually intended to be used as part of a regular intake process or as part of
enrollment for specific programs. Because each agency’s intake process is unique, agencies
should determine how to best integrate screening tools with their other intake forms or
procedures and screening timing may vary by discipline. In order for the results to be valid, the
screening should be administered according to prearranged protocols, whether or not the
client is believed to be a victim/survivor of sex trafficking. Currently, there is no tribal-specific
sex trafficking screening tool in place. However, screening tools usually focus on information to
address issues such as:






Setting up the client interview;
Developing client trust;
Demonstrating respect;
Maintaining client confidentiality; and
Understanding effects of trauma and victimization.

Screening tools may also include additional resources such as sample questions for the
victim/survivor’s use.32 It is very important to never begin by asking directly whether the person
has been beaten or held against their will.33
Keep in mind that the trauma caused by a sex trafficker(s) can be so great that people may not
identify themselves as victims or seek help.34 Other barriers to requesting help are language
barriers, fear of the trafficker(s), and/or fear of law enforcement. Whatever the timing and
context of the interview, interviewers should begin and end with comfortable topics of
conversation to minimize the client’s discomfort.

Safety Concerns
Victims/survivors are usually the best judges of the dangers their abuser(s) pose to them.
However, an advocate can help a victim/survivor assess the risk and develop a practical plan to
stay safe—a safety plan. A safety plan is a plan that identifies ways a person can protect

32

Rescue and Restore Campaign Tool Kits: Office on Trafficking in Persons, ADMIN. FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES (2012),
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/endtrafficking/resource/rescue-restore-campaign-tool-kits (last visited Sept. 16, 2016).
33
Id.
34
Leah Kaylor, Psychological Impact of Human Trafficking and Sex Slavery Worldwide: Empowerment and
Intervention (2015) (unpublished paper, American Psychological Association) available at
https://www.apa.org/international/pi/2015/09/leah-kaylor.pdf.
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themselves during a violent incident and reduce the risk of serious harm.35 It is crucial that the
victim advocate does not blame the victim/ survivor.36 While evaluating risks and creating
safety plans can help a victim/survivor, safety planning is not a guarantee that they will not be
injured again.
The victim/survivor can then follow the plan if they are in immediate danger or leave (if
possible) to preserve their safety. When working with a victim/survivor on the issue of safety,
an advocate must discuss whether the victim/survivor plans to stay at their current location or
intends to leave. If the person wishes to stay at their current location, they should prepare a
safety plan to protect the individual if an incident occurs in order to increase their chances of
avoiding injury or death.
An advocate must help a victim/survivor make other arrangements if they plan to leave.
Relevant questions such as “Do they have money?,” “Is there a safe place they can stay?,” and
“Have they considered that their trafficker may look for them?” are all important questions that
should be asked. An advocate must also discuss different approaches with a victim/survivor
because they may change their mind before fully implementing any safety plan.

35

See Safety Planning and Prevention for Human Trafficking At-A-Glance, NAT’L HUM. TRAFFICKING RESOURCE CENTER
(2011),
http://www.traffickingresourcecenter.org/sites/default/files/Safety%20Planning%20At%20A%20Glance.pdf.
36
Human Trafficking in Indian Country, NAT’L INDIAN COUNTRY CLEARINGHOUSE ON SEXUAL ASSAULT,
http://niccsa.org/human-trafficking/ (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
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Section 4: Meeting the Nonlegal Needs of Native Victims/Survivors
Types of Nonlegal Needs
The situations that sex trafficking victims/survivors face vary dramatically and the services
offered to victims/survivors of sex trafficking will vary greatly across the United States and from
one tribal community to another. Sex trafficking victims/survivors may require several
emergency and long-term nonlegal services, which may include:

















Emergency response in life-threatening situations;
Information;
Access to safety;
Crisis and support counseling;
Victim advocacy;
Shelter/housing;
Food;
Clothing;
Medical care;
Mental health treatment;
Substance abuse treatment;
Support groups;
Interpretation/translation services;
Legal assistance;
Job training services; and
Resources for the victim/survivor’s children.

Services may also be needed to address issues such as:








Drug and alcohol addiction;
Physical injuries (broken bones, concussions, burns, etc.);
Traumatic brain injury resulting in memory loss, dizziness, headaches, and/or numbness;
Sexually transmitted infections (e.g., HIV/AIDS, gonorrhea, syphilis);
Sterility, miscarriages, or menstrual problems;
Forced or coerced abortions; and/or
Posttraumatic stress disorder.

Victim/survivor assistance may also be provided by system-based victim/witness coordinators
and victim specialists housed within federal agencies such as the Department of Justice’s U.S.
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Attorneys’ Offices and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).37 Victims/survivors of sex
trafficking are also regularly identified and served by individuals working with related
vulnerable populations such as child welfare systems, runaway and homeless youth programs,
and domestic violence shelters.
Victims/survivors of sex trafficking from tribal communities may face unique challenges in
accessing resources or seeking justice to address their victimization due to historical trauma,
cultural issues, and Indian country jurisdictional issues. Generally, Tribal Coalitions are a good
point of first contact in exploring available services for sex trafficking victims in Indian country.38

37

See Services Available to Victims of Human Trafficking, DEP’T OF HEALTH AND HUM. SERVICES (2012), pdf available at
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/orr/traffickingservices_0.pdf for a listing of victim assistance services
available within the U.S. Department of Department of Justice and FBI.
38
See Sex Trafficking Resources for Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence Tribal Coalitions, TRIBAL COALITIONS,
www.tribalcoalitions.org (last visited Sept. 12, 2016) for a listing of Office on Violence Against Women funded
Tribal Coalition programs.
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Section 5: Meeting the Legal Needs of Native Victims/Survivors
Sex trafficking is a crime in many jurisdictions; there are federal, state, and tribal trafficking
laws that govern sex trafficking crimes. Aside from the complicated jurisdictional issues—
determining which government is able to prosecute traffickers—victims/survivors of trafficking
face a variety of legal challenges. For example, trafficking victims/survivors are vulnerable to
prosecution under laws against prostitution and related crimes. While it is outside the scope of
this resource to discuss the full breadth of legal issues,39 this section will briefly flag some of the
legal needs a trafficking victim/survivor may have. Advocates and others using this resource are
encouraged to use other resources in order to learn more about the legal issues of sex
trafficking in Indian country.

Types of Legal Needs
Generally speaking, sex trafficking victims/survivors will face legal issues similar to those faced
by individuals that have experience domestic violence and sexual assault and will have many of
the same legal needs, including assistance with:








Civil cases;40
Criminal cases;41
Protection orders;42
Child custody issues;
Court testimony;
Legal advocacy; and/or
Victim’s rights issues.

In addition, sex trafficking victims/survivors may face specific legal issues related to their
involvement in the sex industry and may need assistance with:






Criminal defense;
Expungements;
Housing;
Access to education; and/or
Child welfare systems.

39

For an in-depth discussion of tribal, federal, and state trafficking laws, please read TLPI’s “Sex Trafficking in
Indian Country: Legal Issues” available for free dowloand through TLPI’s publications page:
www.home.tlpi.org/publications.
40
See JUSTIN B. RICHLAND & SARAH DEER, INTRODUCTION TO TRIBAL LEGAL STUDIES 159 (Jerry Gardner et al., eds., 3rd ed.
2016) for a discussion of civil law and cases.
41
See Id. at 158–159 for discussion of criminal cases.
42
Please visit www.TribalProtectionOrder.org for more information about protection orders.

15 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

Additionally, a victim/survivor of sex trafficking that has not been charged with a crime may
have certain victim’s rights that afford protection in the event that the perpetrator has been
charged with a crime.

Additional Legal Issues for Minors
On average, Native people are more likely to enter the sex industry, specifically prostitution, as
minors.43 These minors may have been abducted; others are at-risk youth, orphans, or
runaways lured by traffickers who promise them security and a place to stay.44 Minors may be
trafficked by caregivers, intimate partners, or others who use violence, threats, debt bondage,
and other manipulative tactics to victimize children.45 Minors are not always treated as victims
under criminal law, but many are treated as criminals and are prosecuted accordingly.46
Recently, the trend among states is to enact “Safe Harbor Laws” that prevent the prosecution
of minors for prostitution and related crimes based on the theory that minors cannot consent
and should be treated as victims under criminal laws.
Sex trafficking of a minor often touches a variety of legal systems in both governmental and
nongovernmental sectors—from the initial identification of a case to legal advocacy on behalf
of a child trafficking victim/survivor. In addition to the legal concerns for adult victims/survivors
of trafficking discussed in the preceding text; advocates should take the time to learn how the
age of a minor interacts with local criminal laws related to trafficking and prostitution and look
into safe harbor laws of the local government.

43

Andrea L. Johnson, A Perfect Storm: The U.S. Anti-Trafficking Regime’s Failure to Stop the Sex Trafficking of
American Indian Women and Girls, 43 COLUM. HUM. RTS. L. REV. 617, 626 (2012).
44
See Burns, supra note 12 (discussing, through interviews with people involved in sex industries in Alaska,
including why those who had been in the sex trade as minors decided to enter in the first place).
45
Child Trafficking and Child Welfare, POLARIS PROJECT FREEDOM HAPPENS NOW, http://www.polarisproject.org/humantrafficking/resources/child-trafficking-child-welfare (last visited Sept. 12, 2016).
46
Burns, supra note 12.
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Appendix A: Additional Suggested Readings
Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Legal Issues: www.Home.TLPI.org/publications
A curriculum that provides a comprehensive overview of tribal, federal, and state laws related
to sex trafficking. “Designed for use by the Tribal Coalitions and tribal victim/survivor
advocates. The purpose of the curriculum is to empower Tribal Coalitions and tribal advocates
to train their staff and volunteers on advanced legal issues related to sex trafficking in Indian
country. Once trained, the advocates can then teach others in tribal communities to identify
and respond to the legal issues of sex trafficking with a victim-centered approach.”
Shattered Hearts: The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of American Indian Women and Girls
in Minnesota: www.sdcedsv.org/media/sdcedsvfactor360com/shattered_hearts_full_reportweb_version.pdf
This report is one of the only comprehensive reports detailing the sexual exploitation of
American Indian women and girls. With a focus on Minnesota the report includes, but is not
limited to, sex trafficking. This resource provides a valuable, Native-specific view of the issues
surrounding sex trafficking.
Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native Women in Minnesota:
http://www.prostitutionresearch.com/pdfs/Garden_of_Truth_Final_Project_WEB.pdf
Through interviews with 105 Native women in prostitution in Minnesota, this report assesses
the specific needs of Native women and the extent to which these needs are not being met.
Personal stories and accounts punctuate this report for an impactful account Native women in
prostitution, and it provides valuable information for drafters of sex trafficking statutes and
how they can better meet these needs.
Relocation Revisited: Sex Trafficking of Native Women in the United States:
http://open.mitchellhamline.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1157&context=facsch
This article discusses the historical and legal context of sex trafficking as it originated amongst
the colonial predecessors of the United States. Specifically, the article uses this history to
situate Native women’s experiences that include “generations of enslavement, exploitation,
exportation, and relocation” and show that sex trafficking is an ongoing issue in the United
States.
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The Nexus Between Domestic Violence and Trafficking for Commercial Sexual Exploitation:
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/multimedia/trafficking_task_force/resources/
Nexus_DV_TraffickingCommercialSexualExploitation.authcheckdam.pdf
This article discusses the intersections of domestic violence and sex trafficking. The article also
provides information for advocates interested in learning how to holistically respond to
victims/survivors.
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Appendix C: Trafficking Victim/Survivor Services
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Colorado
Tribal Coalitions Information
Our Sister’s Keeper Coalition, Inc.
Our Sister’s Keeper is a Tribal Coalition Assisting Survivors of Domestic and Sexual Violence.
The goal of this coalition is to provide support, advocacy, and resource referral to tribal
survivors of family violence and sexual violence.
PO Box 3416
Durango, CO 81301
Phone: (970)-259-2519
Email: oursisterskeepercoalition@yahoo.com
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Colorado Trafficking Services
Organization
Colorado Organization for Victim
Assistance
1325 S. Colorado Blvd., Suite 508-B
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303-861-1160

http://www.coloradocrimevictims.
org/human-traffickingprogram.html
Human Trafficking Task Force (HTSC)
410 N. Nevada
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Phone: 1-888-3737-888
http://htcolorado.org/service.html

Services Provided
This organization offers primary case management or
coordinated case management with other programs,
depending on what is best for the individual client.
Services offered:
 Housing referrals
 Food
 Clothing
 Transportation
 Phone
 Referrals for medical and mental health services
 Legal assistance
 Education
 ESL classes
 Job training

Clients Served: Domestic and international victims of
trafficking; adults and minors; sex and labor trafficking
victims.
The H-TSC provides a network of service providers in
the Colorado Springs area. Agencies within this network
are able to provide direct services to victims of human
trafficking through shelter, food, medical or mental
health services, to give referrals to appropriate
agencies, or to give other means of support.
Services offered:
 Shelter
 Food
 Medical Services
 Mental Health Services
Clients Served: All victims of human trafficking.
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Polaris Project
P.O. Box 65323
Washington, DC 20035
Phone: (202)-745-1001
NHTRC: (888)-373-7888

https://polarisproject.org/

The Polaris Project utilizes a comprehensive approach
to combating human trafficking, which includes
conducting direct outreach and victim identification
and providing social services and transitional housing to
victims. They also provide training and technical
assistance through NTTAP (more info below).
Additionally, Polaris Project operates the National
Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) that
serves as the central national hotline on human
trafficking.
Clients Served: Victims of human trafficking in the
United States and Japan.
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Colorado Support Services
Organization
CDHS Division of Food & Energy
1575 Sherman Street, Third Floor
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (303)-866-3122
https://sites.google.com/a/state.c
o.us/cdhs-food-energy/home
Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

Services Provided
The Food Assistance Program provides food benefits to
low income households.
In addition to food support that the eligible individual
will receive, all unemployed individuals who apply for
food assistance in Colorado and who do not meet
federal exemption criteria must participate in
Employment First activities. These activities include:
workfare, adult basic education, GED preparation,
literacy, college, vocational training, vocational
rehabilitation, job search classes, and part-time work.
Participants who are identified as "able-bodied adults
without dependents" must complete 20 hours each
week in order to receive food assistance benefits for
more than 3 months in a 36-month cycle.
Under Food Assistance Program rules, almost all types
of income are counted to determine if a household is
eligible. Most households must have income at or
below certain dollar limits before and after deductions
are allowed. However, households in which all
members are getting public assistance or SSI do not
have to meet the income eligibility tests.
Clients Served:
Example of an eligible household: An individual making
a gross maximum income of $1245 a month or less.
Clients Served: All individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements.
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CDHS Division of Food & Energy
Contact information for locations
statewide
https://sites.google.com/a/state.c
o.us/cdhs-food-energy/home
Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

The Colorado Low-Income Energy Assistance Program
(LEAP), provides eligible families, seniors and individuals
with disabilities funding to help support the costs of
home heating during the winter. Other benefits
provided by LEAP include repair or replacement of a
home’s primary heating system, such as a furnace or
wood-burning stove.
Qualifications:
 Individual must pay home heating costs to either a
landlord or directly to the utilities company.
 Must be a permanent legal resident of the United
States and a Colorado resident.
 Earn a maximum family income that does not
exceed 165% of the federal poverty index.
Example of an eligible household: An individual making
a gross maximum income of $1,618 a month or less.
Clients Served: Individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements.

Colorado Office of Early Childhood
1575 Sherman Street
Denver, Colorado
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlyc
hildhood.com/

Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

The Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP)
provides child care assistance to families that are
working, searching for employment or are in training,
and families that are enrolled in the Colorado Works
Program and need child care services to support their
efforts toward self-sufficiency. Eligible participants are
those making a maximum family income that does not
exceed 130% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.
Example of an eligible household: A household of 2
making a gross maximum income of $1,730 a month or
less.
Clients Served: Individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements.
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Colorado Department of Health
Care Policy & Financing

Colorado Medicaid provides health insurance for low
income residents of Colorado.

1570 Grant Street
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (303) 866-2993

Benefits:
 Behavioral health
 Dental services
 Emergency care
 Hospitalization
 Laboratory services
 Maternity care
 Newborn care
 Outpatient care
 Prescription drugs
 Preventive and wellness services
 Primary care
 Rehabilitative services

https://www.colorado.gov/hcpf/co
lorado-medicaid
Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

Clients Served:
 Children ages 0-18 whose household income does
not exceed 142% Federal Poverty Level (FPL)
Maximum eligible income for a 2 person household:
$1,890 monthly.
 Pregnant Women whose household income does not
exceed 195% FPL. Maximum eligible income for one
person: $1,910 monthly.
 Parents and Caretaker Relatives (you must have a
dependent child) whose household income does not
exceed 133% FPL. Maximum eligible income for
household containing one parent and one child:
$1,770 monthly.
 Adults without dependent children whose household
income does not exceed 133% FPL. Maximum
eligible income for one person: $1,300 monthly.
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Colorado Department of Public
Health & Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (303)-692-2000
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/
cdphe/wic-families
Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) provides nutrition
education, breastfeeding support, healthy food, health
referrals and other services free of charge to Colorado
families who qualify.
Qualifications:
 Be living in Colorado.
 Be pregnant or breastfeeding, and/or have a child
younger than 5 years.
 Have a family income less than WIC guidelines (185%
of the Federal Poverty Guidelines)
 Currently get Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), food stamps or Medicaid.
 Have a foster child under age 5.
Example of an eligible household: A household of 2 with
a maximum gross income of $2,450 or less.
Clients Served: all individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements.

Section 8 Housing
Find location and contact
information for the location
nearest to you
http://www.sectioneightapplicatio
n.com/

Section 8 offers subsidized housing to eligible residents
of Colorado. Housing may include single-family homes,
town homes and apartments. The rent of the rental unit
must be reasonable and the unit must meet the
minimum standard of health and safety, as determined
by Housing Quality Standards.
A housing subsidy is paid to the landlord directly by the
Division of Housing (DOH) on behalf of the participating
family. The family then pays the difference between the
actual rent charged by the landlord and the amount
subsidized by the program. Eligibility is determined
based on household income.
Clients Served: all hose who qualify:
 Low income households
 Elderly individuals
 Disabled individuals
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North/West Region
(Including Boulder, Denver, Colorado Springs)
Native Specific Services
Organization
Denver Indian Family Resource
Center (DIFRC)
7596 W. Jewell Avenue, Suite 305
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (720) 500-1020

Services Provided
The DIFRC is a child welfare agency dedicated to meeting
the diverse and emerging needs of Indian children and
their families. Their goal is to assist families to avoid
involvement with the child welfare system and to
support and advocate for families already involved. They
provide a variety of services that build up the strengths of
our Indian families and that help children thrive.

http://difrc.org/

Clients Served: American Indian families and children.

Denver Indian Health and Family
Services, Inc.

Denver Indian Health and Family Services provides
services to American Indians in the Denver area. These
include medical services, behavioral services, vision and
dental services, family services and more. Most services
are free for American Indians.

1633 Fillmore Street GL1
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (303)-953-6600

Recipients must be willing to provide a Certificate of
Degree of Indian Blood.
www.dihfs.info/index.html

Clients Served: American Indians.

Denver Indian Center

The Denver Indian Center serves a diverse group of
tribes, the majority of which represent the Southwest
and the Northern and Southern Plains. They assist
American Indians in achieving economic security,
education and security for their families. The Center also
serves as a gathering place at which to host powwows
and various other activities throughout the year.

4407 Morrison Road
Denver, Colorado 80219
Phone: (303)-936-2688

http://denverindiancenter.org/

Clients Served: American Indians.
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Native Workforce Program
4407 Morrison Road Denver
Colorado 80219
Phone: (303) 936-2688
denverindiancenter.org/nativeworkforce-program/

This program is available through the Denver Indian
Center. Services include a job search room, use of
computers and internet, job fairs, fax machines,
telephones, copiers and other resources like a career
resource library, resume assistance and more. NWP’s
intensive services provide individuals with a
comprehensive array of services to increase their
employability.
Staff may also provide clients with work experiences,
tuition assistance, rent/mortgage assistance, food gift
certificates, bus passes, and assistance with purchasing
tools or clothes required for employment.
Clients Served: American Indians and Alaska Natives in
the entire State of Colorado with the exception of
Montezuma, La Plata, and Archuleta counties, who are
served by the Ute Mountain Ute and Southern Ute
Tribes.

Food Assistance Program
4407 Morrison Road
Denver, Colorado 80219
Phone: (303)-936-2688
denverindiancenter.org/foodassistance-program/

This program is offered through the Denver Indian
Center.
The Food Pantry is available Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 2:00-4:45pm. This food bank is currently only
available once every 60 days due to high demand. The
Food Bank is available for American Indians and Alaska
Natives, as well as, those who reside in the 80219 zip
code (proof of residence is required)
The Bread Bank is available every afternoon Monday
through Thursday. The Bread Bank is available for
American Indians and Alaska Natives, as well as, those
who reside in the 80219 zip code (proof of residence
required)

Clients Served: American Indians, Alaska Natives and
those who reside in the 80219 zip code.
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American Indian Law Clinic,
University of Colorado at Boulder
105 T Wolf Law Building, 404 UCB
Boulder, Colorado 80309-0404
Phone: (303)-492-8126

The American Indian Law Clinic at the University of
Colorado, Boulder provides legal representation to lowincome clients with specific Indian law related problems.
Only accepts cases related to Federal and Tribal laws.

http://www.colorado.edu
/law/academics/clinics/AmericanIndian-law-clinic

Clients Served: Low-income individuals with Indian law
related problems.

Native American Rights Fund
1506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302-6296
Phone: (303)-447-8760

The Native American Rights Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides legal representation and
technical assistance to Indian tribes, organizations and
individuals nationwide. Cases are accepted on the basis
of their breadth and potential importance in setting
precedents and establishing important principles of
Indian law.

www.narf.org/about-us/

Clients Served: American Indians.

Alpha Institute

Alpha Institute seeks to extend communication resources
to Native Americans by making computers available to
those Native American communities and organizations
who, due to lack of resources, are disenfranchised.
Another goal is to act as a general news service as well as
a site and web page provider for those groups.

1017 Perth St
Aurora, Colorado 80018
Phone: 303-343-4114

www.alphai.org/

Clients Served: American Indians and other
disenfranchised groups.

White Bison

AnAmerican Indian non-profit charitable organization
based in Colorado Springs, Colorado. White Bison offers
sobriety, recovery, addictions prevention, and
wellness/Wellbriety learning resources to the Native
American community nationwide. Many non-Native
people also use White Bison's healing resource products,
attend its learning circles, and volunteer their services.

5585 Erindale Drive, Ste 203
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80918
Phone: (719)–548–1000
www.whitebison.org/index.php

Clients Served: American Indians and others suffering
from addiction.
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Emergency Services
Organization

Services Provided

R.J. Montgomery Center Shelter

The Salvation Army R.J. Montgomery Center is Colorado
Springs largest shelter. It is also the city's only 24/7
emergency shelter. The shelter can house and feed up to
210 residents per night. The Center provides men,
women and children with 24-hour shelter including case
management, nutritious meals, and a safe place.

709 South Sierra Madre
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903
Phone: 719) 578-9190

http://www.salvationarmy.org/
Denver Police Department Victim
Services & Assistance
1331 Cherokee Street
Denver, Colorado 80224
Phone: (720) 913-9253

Clients Served: Men, Women, and Children.
The Victim Assistance Unit (VAU) provides immediate
intervention, support, information, referrals and other
assistance to victims of crime, witnesses and/or their
families including incidents of non-criminal, stark
misfortune.
They provide crisis intervention, case management,
financial assistance, client relocation, integrated physical
and mental health programs and more, all without
financial cost to our clients.
This is an example of the Victim Services program at the
Denver Police Department however, many Police
Departments throughout Colorado offer similar services
and transportation for victims.

Clients Served: All victims of crimes.
Memorial Hospital Central
1400 E. Boulder Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80909
Phone: (719) 365-8544

Memorial Hospital Central offers a broad range of
medical services including emergency services. They
have a trained SANE examiner on site to assess victims of
sexual violence.
Clients Served: All in need of medical assistance.

https://www.uchealth.org/Pages/OH
AM/OrgUnitDetails.aspx?Organizatio
nalUnitId=29
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Colorado Judicial Branch
1300 Broadway, Suite 1200
Denver, CO 80203
Phone: 720-625-5000
https://www.courts.state.co.us/For
ms

This website will provide you with information regarding
Protection Order Rules & Laws in Colorado, case filing
form & fee requirements, available services in Colorado,
common legal terms & frequently asked questions.
It includes PDF and word document files containing the
information required to obtain a protection order.
Clients Served: All individuals desiring a protection
order.

Mercy’s Gate
4285 N. Academy Blvd.
Colorado Springs, CO - 80918
Phone: (719) 277-7470

Mercy’s Gate provides families in need with a four-day
emergency supply of food up to three times each year.
Available during all open hours: Monday 4-7 pm,
Wednesday 9-noon, Thursday 9-noon & 1-4 pm, Friday
9-noon.
Additional emergency food resources can be found here:
http://www.foodpantries.org/ci/co-colorado_springs

http://www.mercysgatecs.org/

Clients Served: All individuals.
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Services
Organization
North Colorado Medical Center
1801 16th Street
Greeley, Colorado 80631
Phone: (970) 810-4121

Services Provided
SANE nurses at this location can perform examinations
and collect evidence, serve as a subpoenaed witnesses
to give testimony regarding the care and evidence
found in the exams, provide 24/7 coverage for any
patient that has been sexually assaulted and prescribe
prophylactic medications for sexually transmitted
diseases and pregnancy prevention.

https://www.bannerhealth.com/Lo
cations/Colorado/North+Colorado+
Medical+Center/_North+Colorado+
Medical+Center+Home+Page.html

Clients Served: All victims of sexual assault.

Boulder Community Health

The SANE exam offered at Boulder Community Health
includes a history of the assault that guides medical
treatment, a detailed physical exam with
documentation of injuries, and the collection of legal
evidence. Patients are offered medications to prevent
communicable diseases as well as emergency
contraception when applicable. Information regarding
community resources and appropriate medical followup are also provided.

4745 Arapahoe Avenue
Boulder, Colorado 80303
Phone: (303) 415-7000

http://www.bch.org/emergency-trauma-services/sexual-assaultnurse-examiner-(sane)-program.aspx

Clients Served: All victims of sexual assault.

Memorial Health System
SANE/Forensic Examiners

The Memorial Health System SANE/ Forensic examiners
provide forensic examinations, consultations, clinical
education and community outreach clinical education.

1400 E. Boulder Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80909
Phone: (719) 365-8544

Clients Served: Adults, adolescents, children, suspects.
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Shelter and Housing Assistance Services
Organization
Safehouse Denver
1649 Downing Street
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303-318-9989 (24/7 hour
crisis line)
http://www.safehouse-denver.org/

Services Provided
Safehouse Denver provides safe and secure emergency
housing for women and children victimized by domestic
violence. Each woman will work with her shelter
advocate to develop a plan of action that may include
legal concerns, safety planning, housing referrals,
employment assistance or job training referrals.
Safehouse Denver also provides counseling services to
children and arrangements with day-care providers and
local schools to provide services to children and youth
while in the shelter.
In order to secure a spot at the center you must call the
crisis number and speak with an advocate.
The length of stay in shelter is 30 days and extensions
may be granted.
Clients Served: Woman and children victimized by
domestic violence.

The Delores Project
P.O. Box 1406
Denver, Colorado 80201-1406
Phone: (303) 534-5411
http://thedeloresproject.org/

The Dolores Project offers emergency shelter to
unaccompanied women and transgender individuals
over the age of 18.
Any available beds can be reserved by phone on
Mondays at 9:00 am for first time guests and 11:30 a.m.
for those who have stayed at the facility before. Outside
of Monday morning, those in need of shelter can call at
5:30 pm each day to see if there is a bed available for
that evening.

Clients Served: Women and transgender individuals over
the age of 18.
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Urban Peak
Colorado Springs Location:
423 East Cucharras Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903
Phone: (719)-630-3223
Denver Location:
730 21st Street
Denver Colorado 80205
Phone: (303)-974-2900
http://www.urbanpeak.org/

Urban Peak Colorado Springs is emergency shelter for
youth ages 15-20. It is a 20-bed facility.
Those staying at the shelter are provided meals and
personal hygiene. Youth staying at this shelter receive
intensive case management, health services, education
and employment support.
Clients Served: Youth ages 15-20.
Urban Peak Denver is an emergency center for youth
ages 15-24. The shelter provides overnight housing, a
daytime drop-in center, education and employment
support, and supportive housing.
Urban Peak’s programs and services are founded on the
principles of trauma-informed care.

Clients Served: Youth ages 15-24.
Serenity House
217 West 4th Street
Loveland, Colorado 80537
Phone: 970 667-4272
http://serenity-houses.org/

Serenity House provides a safe and affordable shared
housing option for people recovering from substance
abuse. Rooms start at $600 a month.

Clients Served: Individuals 22 and older who are
recovering from substance abuse.
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Boulder Shelter for the Homeless
4869 N. Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80304
Phone: 303-442-4646

Boulder Shelter for the Homeless provides multiple
services aimed and providing assistance to those who
are homeless or may become homeless.

The Winter Sheltering program furnishes hot meals and
a warm, safe place to spend the night for those who
www.bouldershelter.org/index.html have no other options during the months of October
through April. Additionally, the Shelter is open each
morning year-round to provide a hot breakfast, access to
showers, and other limited services to those not staying
overnight at the Shelter.
The Transition Program is a year-round service offered
to homeless adults who are committed to regaining
independent housing and who live drug- and alcoholfree, have sustainable income, and a clear budget and
savings plan. The goal for the program is to serve
homeless individuals in transition to permanent housing
via case management and contract arrangements. Offsite longer-term housing for individuals and families is
also provided through Transitional Housing.

Clients Served: Men and Women over 18.
R.J. Montgomery Center Shelter
709 South Sierra Madre
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903
Phone: 719) 578-9190

http://www.salvationarmy.org/

The Salvation Army R.J. Montgomery Center is Colorado
Springs largest shelter. It is also the city's only 24/7
emergency shelter. The shelter can house and feed up to
210 residents per night. The Center provides men,
women and children with 24-hour shelter including case
management, nutritious meals, and a safe place.

Clients Served: Men, Women, and Children.
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Legal Services
Organization
Project Safeguard
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303-317-4157

Services Provided
Project Safeguard works in the Denver metro area to
protect the rights of victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault and stalking. Assisting victims in their use of the
civil legal system, they help them to increase their safety
through protection orders, safety planning and referrals
to community resources.

http://psghelps.org/

Clients Served: Victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault and stalking.

Native American Rights Fund

The Native American Rights Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides legal representation and
technical assistance to Indian tribes, organizations and
individuals nationwide. Cases are accepted on the basis
of their breadth and potential importance in setting
precedents and establishing important principles of
Indian law.

1506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302-6296
Phone: (303)-447-8760

http://www.narf.org/about-us/

Clients Served: Individuals with issues specifically related
to Indian law.

American Indian Law Clinic,
University of Colorado at Boulder

The American Indian Law Clinic at the University of
Colorado, Boulder provides legal representation to lowincome clients with specific Indian law related problems.
Only accepts cases related to Federal and Tribal laws.

105 T Wolf Law Building, 404 UCB
Boulder, Colorado 80309-0404
Phone: (303)-492-8126
http://www.colorado.edu
/law/academics/clinics/americanindian-law-clinic

Clients Served: Low-income clients with issues
specifically related to Indian law.
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Colorado Legal Services
1905 Sherman Street, Suite 400
Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (303)-837-1321
www.coloradolegalservices.org/#

Colorado Legal Services is a non-profit corporation that
assists those with low income and seniors in the State of
Colorado. The mission of Colorado Legal Services is to
provide meaningful access to high quality, civil legal
services in the pursuit of justice for as many low-income
persons and members of vulnerable populations
throughout Colorado as possible.
CLS has fourteen offices statewide, including a migrant
division, which is located in Denver.

Clients Served: Low-income and senior individuals.
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Children, Youth, and Family Services
Organization
Denver Department of Human
Services (DDHS)
1200 Federal Boulevard
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (720)944-3666

Services Provided
In addition to public assistance programs, DDHS protects
abused and neglected children and adults by making sure
they live in safe environments.
Services Offered:
 Referrals and Community Resources
 Child Abuse Hotline: (720) 944-3000
 Adult Protection Hotline: (720) 944-2994

www.denvergov.org/HumanServic
es

Clients Served: Children who are victims of abuse and
their families. Adults 18 and older who are susceptible to
mistreatment including abuse, exploitation and neglect.

Denver Indian Family Resource
Center (DIFRC)

The DIFRC is a child welfare agency dedicated to meeting
the diverse and emerging needs of Indian children and
families. Their goal is to assist families to avoid
involvement with the child welfare system and to support
and advocate for families already involved. They provide a
variety of services that build up the strengths of our Indian
families and that help children thrive.

7596 W. Jewell Ave., Suite 305
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (720) 500-1020

http://difrc.org/

Clients Served: American Indian families and children.

Project PAVE

Project PAVE works with children, youth and families who
have experienced domestic violence, child abuse/neglect,
sexual abuse, peer or sibling abuse and teen dating
violence. Counseling services are provided in the City Park
clinic.

4130 Tejon Street, Suite C
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303) 322-2382

http://www.projectpave.org/

Clients Served: Children, youth and families who have
experienced domestic violence, child abuse/neglect,
sexual abuse, peer or sibling abuse and teen dating
violence.
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Jewish Family Service
3201 South Tamarac Drive
Denver, CO 80231
Phone: (303)-(597)-(5000)
www.jewishfamilyservice.org/ser
vices/family-safety-net

The Jewish Family Service (JFS) Family Safety Net Program
provides services to prevent homelessness. The program
promotes self-sufficiency by providing individuals and
families in crisis with food, limited emergency financial
assistance, care management, and information and
referrals.
JFS is a nonsectarian, nonprofit human services agency
serving metro Denver and Boulder.

Clients Served: Families in need.
Jefferson County Family, Children
and Youth Services
900 Jefferson County Parkway
Human Services Building
Golden, Colorado 80401
http://jeffco.us/humanservices/family-children-youth/

The Jefferson County Family, Children, and Youth Services
provides various services to support families in the area.
Some services provided include childcare assistance, cash
assistance, and educational programs focused on children.

Clients Served: All families in need of assistance in the
Jefferson County area. Some services provided however,
are statewide and can be utilized by residents throughout
Colorado.
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LGBTQ/2 Services
Organization
Survivors Organizing for Liberation
and Buried Seedz of Resistance
(Formerly Colorado Anti-Violence
Program)

Services Provided
Dedicated to eliminating violence within and against the
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ)
communities in Colorado, and providing the highest
quality services to survivors.

P.O. Box 181085
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 1-888-557-4441

Services offered:
 Direct client services 24 hours a day
 Crisis Intervention
 Information
 Referrals for LGBT victims of violence


http://coavp.org/

Clients Served: LGBT victims of violence.

Native Out

Native Out is a Two-Spirit resource center that provides
American Indian individuals identifying as two spirit with
information on being two-spirit and its history, resources
to find out more about being two-spirit and information
on upcoming events for two-spirit individuals.

No contact information is available
for Native Out but emails can be
sent through the website.

http://nativeout.com/

Clients Served: American Indians identifying as twospirit.
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Physical and Mental Healthcare Services
Organization
Denver Indian Health and Family
Services, Inc.
1633 Fillmore Street GL1
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303-953-6600

Services Provided
Denver Indian Health and Family Services provides
services to American Indians in the Denver area. These
include medical services, behavioral services, vision and
dental services, family services and more. Most services
are free for American Indians.
Recipients must be willing to provide a Certificate of
Degree of Indian Blood.

http://www.dihfs.info/index.html

Clients Served: American Indians.

Colorado Crisis Services

Colorado Crisis Services offers those in need of mental
health assistance with immediate care options as well as
long-term options. By calling their hotline open 24 hours
a day, you will be connected to a professional who has
expertise in your specific concern. They offer follow up
calls as well.

Locations vary, see website for full
listing of all walk-in crisis centers
Phone: (844)-493-8255

In addition to phone counseling, Colorado Crisis Services
offers walk-in centers that are open 24/7 throughout
Colorado. These centers offer confidential in-person crisis
support, referrals and information. Additionally, some
locations provide crisis beds for 1-5 days, for either
voluntary or involuntary treatment.
These centers are located throughout Colorado including
but not limited to: Boulder, Denver, Greeley, Fort Collins,
Aurora, Colorado Springs and Pueblo.

http://coloradocrisisservices.org/

Clients Served: Those desiring mental health assistance.
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The Blue Bench
(formerly known as RAAP)

The goal of Blue Bench is to assist victims of sexual
violence.

P.O. Box 18951
Denver, CO 80218
Phone: (303)-329-9922

Services offered:
 24-hour Rape Crisis Hotlines (English: (303) 3227273, Spanish: (303) 320-0031)
 Hospital Accompaniment
 Victim Advocacy/Case Management
 Counseling

http://thebluebench.org/

Clients Served: Female and male survivors of rape and
incest who are ages 13 and older.
Arapahoe/Douglas Mental Health
Network
Multiple locations, see website for
the location closest to you.
Phone: (303)-730-8858
http://admhn.org/

The Arapahoe/ Douglas Mental Health Network provide
counseling, therapy and group therapy on an outpatient
basis to treat individuals and families with a wide range
of emotional, social and psychiatric needs using
evidence-based therapies.
The Arapahoe/Douglas Mental Health Network has
multiple locations throughout Colorado including
Littleton, Centennial and Parker.

Clients Served: Children, adolescents, adults and families
in need of mental health assistance.
Lowry Family Health Center
1001 Yosemite Street
Denver, CO 80230
Phone: (303) 602-4545

The Lowry Family Health Center is a primary healthcare
provider that offers services to patients of all ages. This
health center accepts those who are uninsured and
underinsured and well as those with insurance, Medicare
and Medicaid. All income levels are accepted and
financial assistance is available.
Services provided:
 Full service pharmacy
 Family planning
 Dental services

http://www.denverhealth.org/forpatients-and-visitors/ourlocations/lowry-community-health- Clients Served: Individuals of all ages, incomes and
center
insurance, needing medical care.
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Employment Assistance
Organization
Pikes Peak Workforce Center
1675 Garden of the Gods Road, St.
1107
Colorado Springs, CO 80907
Phone: 719.667.3700

Services Provided
The Pikes Peak Workforce Center (PPWFC) is part of a
nationwide network of workforce centers, serving El Paso
and Teller Counties. PPWFC serves three major customer
types: employers, adults and youth. PPWFC offers career
planning services, career development services,
computer training, education, and much more.

www.ppwfc.org/

Clients Served: Employers, adults, and youth in need of
employment assistance.

SNAP Employment & Training
(Employment First)

This program is offered by the Colorado Office of
Economic Security division of Food and Energy. It is
focused on individuals who apply for food assistance in
Colorado and who do not meet federal exemption
criteria. The resources offered through this program
include: workfare, adult basic education, GED
preparation, literacy, college, vocational training,
vocational rehabilitation, job search classes, and parttime work.

1575 Sherman Street, Third Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203-1714
Phone: (303) 866-5477

https://sites.google.com/a/state.c
o.us/cdhs-foodenergy/employment-first

Clients Served: Individuals applying for food assistance
through the state of Colorado and who are unemployed.
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Native Workforce Program
4407 Morrison Road Denver
Colorado 80219
Phone: (303) 936-2688
http://denverindiancenter.org/nati
ve-workforce-program/

This program is available through the Denver Indian
Center. The NWP’s core services allow individuals to
utilize a variety of walk-in resources. These include a job
search room, use of computers and internet, job fairs, fax
machines, telephones, copiers, and other resources like a
career resource library, resume assistance, and more.
NWP’s intensive services provide individuals with a
comprehensive array of services to increase their
employability. This process begins with program intake
and eligibility, followed by assignment to a job counselor.
The job counselor works with the client to complete an
assessment of skills, including life skills, and assists to set
short- and long-term goals. These goals are then placed
into an Individual Employment Plan (IEP). Staff may also
provide clients with work experiences, tuition assistance,
rent/mortgage assistance, food gift certificates, bus
passes, and assistance with purchasing tools or clothes
required for employment.

Clients Served: The NWP serves American Indians and
Alaska Natives in the entire State of Colorado with the
exception of Montezuma, La Plata, and Archuleta
counties, who are served by the Ute Mountain Ute and
Southern Ute Tribes
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Financial and Utilities Assistance
Organization
Catholic Charities of Central
Colorado
14 West Bijou Street
Colorado Springs, Colorado
Phone: (719)-475-7314
More locations throughout
Colorado

Services Provided
Catholic Charities provides a number of assistance
programs to families. People of all backgrounds and
religions may be able to receive help. Some of financial
and utility assistance provided by this organization
include money to pay to prevent a disconnection of
electric or water bills or assistance if you have run out of
heating fuel or oil. Additionally, you may be able to get
help in an emergency to pay rent if you are faced with
imminent eviction, so funds can be paid for security
deposits. Before any financial aid is offered, they will
usually need to ensure people can get back on their feet
as the emergency assistance for basic needs is very short
term in nature.
In addition to these emergency resources, Catholic
Charities offers counseling services and employment
assistance.

http://www.ccharitiescc.org/

Clients Served: All individuals in need of financial
assistance.

CDHS Division of Food & Energy

The Colorado Low-Income Energy Assistance Program
(LEAP), provides eligible families, seniors, and individuals
with disabilities funding to help support the costs of
home heating during the winter. Other benefits provided
by LEAP include repair or replacement of a home’s
primary heating system, such as a furnace or woodburning stove.

Contact information for locations
statewide
https://sites.google.com/a/state.c
o.us/cdhs-food-energy/home
Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com
/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

Clients Served: all individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements. Example of an eligible household: An
individual making a gross maximum income of $1,618 a
month or less.
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Emergency Family Assistance
Association
1575 Yarmouth Ave
Boulder, CO 80304
Phone: 303.442.3042
http://www.efaa.org/

Emergency Family Assistance Association is a private,
non-profit, which provides emergency shelter, food,
and financial assistance with rent, utilities,
transportation, and prescriptions for low-income
families of Boulder County. In order to receive these
services, you must call and make an appointment. Once
you have made you’ll meet with a caseworker who will
review your information.

Clients served: Those in need of financial assistance in
Boulder County for meet eligibility requirements.
Other

Additional resources to help with finances and utilities
can be found at http://www.needhelppayingbills.com/
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Violence Prevention and Intervention Services
Organization
Denver Children’s Advocacy
Center (DCAC)

Services Provided
DCAC serves children who have been sexually abused,
neglected, or traumatized by witnessing violence

2149 Federal Blvd
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303-825-3850

Services offered:
 Bilingual, bicultural services in English and Spanish
 Services for traumatized children and their nonoffending family at no cost
 Assessment and treatment services for children
ages 1 through 17
 Specialized assessment and treatment services for
very young children ages 1 to 6
 Child-friendly forensic interviews and evaluations

http://www.denvercac.org/index.h
tml

Clients Served: Children who have been sexually abused,
neglected, or traumatized by witnessing violence.
The Blue Bench (formerly known
as RAAP)
P.O. Box 18951
Denver, CO
Phone: 303-329-9922
http://thebluebench.org/how-wecan-help/

Colorado Commission Against
Domestic Violence (CCADV)

The goal of Blue Bench is to assist victims of sexual
violence.
Services offered:
 24-hour Rape Crisis Hotlines (English: (303) 3227273, Spanish: (303) 320-0031)
 Hospital Accompaniment
 Victim Advocacy/Case Management
 Counseling
Clients Served: Female and male survivors of rape and
incest who are ages 13 and older.
Provides a quick and easy guide to resources for victims
of domestic violence across the state of Colorado.

1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 900
Denver, Colorado
Phone: 303.831.9632
http://ccadv.org/

Clients Served: Victims of domestic violence.
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Transportation Services
Organization
Pikes Peak Community Action
Agency, Inc. Transportation - Walt
Fortman Community Center
501 E Iowa Avenue
Fountain, Colorado 80817
Phone: (719)-382-8515
http://www.reachpikespeak.org/
Denver Indian Center

Services Provided
Transportation assistance is limited to gas vouchers and
bus passes.

Clients Served: Region 5, El Paso County and those
residing in 80817, 80911, 80913 (non mil), 80925, 80926,
80928, 80929, 81008
The Denver Indian Center provides bus tokens to lowincome individuals. Walk-ins are welcome.

4460 Morrison Road
Denver, Colorado 80219
Phone: (303)-936-2688
http://denverindiancenter.org/

Clients Served: Low-income individuals.

Denver Department of Human
Resources

The Denver Department of Human Resources provides
bus vouchers for those who are homeless when they are
available. Walk-ins are welcome.

1200 Federal Boulevard
Denver, Colorado 80204
Phone: (720) 944-3666
https://www.denvergov.org
/content/denvergov/en/denverhuman-services.html

Clients Served: Homeless individuals.
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Inter-Faith Community Services
3370 S. Irving St.
Englewood, Colorado 80110
Phone: (303) 789-0501
http://www.ifcs.org/

IFCS provides basic human services and enrichment
programs to low-income people using community
resources. This organization provides bus tokens and/or
gas vouchers when available for families and seniors. The
recipient of these services must have proof of income,
proof of address and valid identification. Walk ins
welcome.
Clients Served: Families and seniors who reside in
Arapahoe and northern Douglas counties only and who
meet eligibility requirements.
More transportation resources can be found at:
http://homelessdenver.blogspot.com/2010/09/bustokens-and-fuel-vouchers-in-denver.html
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East/South Region
(Durango, Ignacia, Pagosa Springs, Grand Junction)
Native Specific Services
Organization

Services Provided

Boys & Girls Club of the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe

This organization provides, “a safe and nurturing
environment that guides each young person on their
path to developing good character, a respect of culture,
diversity, academic excellence, and development of a
healthy mind, body, and spirit.” The Boys & Girls Club
provides an after school program and summer program
that focuses on enriching the lives of participating
children and youth. The Boys & Girls club requires an
annual fee of $5 for tribal members and $15 for nontribal members. During the summer months,
membership is free for tribal members and $20 for nontribal members. Throughout the school year and the
summer months, snacks are provided to members free of
charge. The Boys & Girls Club is open during the school
year from 3-7pm, Monday-Friday and during summer
from 7:30am-5:30pm.

290 Mouache Drive
Ignacio, Colorado 81137
Phone: (970)-563-4753
http://www.bgcsu.org/

Clients served: Children and youth of the Ute Indian
Tribe Reservation and non-tribal children and youth in
the surrounding area.

Finance Department of the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe
Southern Ute Reservation,
Colorado
Phone: (970)-563-0100 (Extension
2600)
http://www.southernutensn.gov/finance/

The Finance Department provides many resources for
tribal members. These resources include Tribal Credit,
which provides low-interest loans to tribal members.

Clients Served: Member of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe.
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Human Resources Department of
the Southern Ute Indian Tribe

Southern Ute Reservation,
Colorado
Phone: (970)-563-0100 (Extension
2420)

The Human Resources Department provides services to
the tribal community in all aspects related to
employment, employee benefits, and risk/emergency
management. It advertises job openings, coordinates
candidate interviews, conducts reference and
background checks, drafts job descriptions, conducts new
hire orientations, attends job fairs, processes volunteers
and temporary contractors, coordinates temporary
employment, and assists Tribal Member applicants
among other services.

http://www.southernutensn.gov/hr/

Clients Served: Members of the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe.

Public Defender of the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe

The Public Defender’s office takes part in a number of
programs for the benefit of tribal members. The
division’s primary endeavor is to represent individuals
charged with criminal offenses in the Southern Ute Tribal
Court.

Southern Ute Reservation,
Colorado
Phone: (970)-563-0100 x 3100
http://www.southernutensn.gov/justice-andregulatory/public-defender/

Clients Served: Members of the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe.

Tribal Health Department of the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe

The Tribal Health Department manages tribal funds,
federal funds, health insurance collections, and grants to
provide health care services to tribal members and health
center beneficiaries.Service provided through the Tribal
Health Department:
 Medical and Dental Services
 Vision Services
 Prescription Services
 Behavioral Health Services

Southern Ute Reservation,
Colorado
Phone: (970) 563-4581

http://www.southernutensn.gov/tribal-health/

Clients Served: Members of the Southern Ute Indian
Tribe.
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Maynes, Bradford, Shipps &
Sheftel, LLP

835 East 2nd Avenue, Suite 123
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-247-1755

The Indian law practice at Maynes, Bradford, Shipps &
Sheftel, LLP has served as general counsel for the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe for almost fifty years. The
attorneys at this law firm are practiced in many areas of
Indian law including: jurisdiction, taxation, land and
natural resources, commercial activity, finance, gaming,
health care delivery, and intergovernmental relations.

http://mbssllp.com/

Clients Served: Individuals with Tribal law related
concerns and the general public.
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Emergency Services
Organization

Services Provided

Southwest Safehouse

Southwest Safehouse serves women and children
survivors of domestic violence and other violent crimes.

PO Box 2107
Durango, Colorado 81302
24 Hour Crisis Line: (970)-259-5444
Phone: (970)-259-5444

Services provided by Southwest Safehouse include:










A 24-hour telephone crisis intervention hotline
24 hour a day, 365 days a year, residential
domestic violence shelter services with 24-hour
intake.
Provision of all basic needs: nutritious meals,
shower and laundry facilities, clothing closet and
personal hygiene supplies
Extensive resource referral and task-oriented
counseling
Specialized children’s services
Life skills training
Employment services
Educational modules on parenting

http://www.voacolorado.org/gethel
p-southernco-southwestsafehouse

Clients Served: Women and children victims of domestic
violence. Women must be over 18 and an adult must
accompany children.

Mercy Regional Medical Center

Mercy Regional Medical Center offers a broad range of
medical services including a 24-hour emergency care
and a trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE)
available to assess cases of sexual violence. What to
expect during a SANE exam.

1010 Three Springs Blvd.
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: 970-247-4311
http://www.mercydurango.org/md
u/home/

Clients Served: All individuals.
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Manna Soup Kitchen

1100 Avenida del Sol
Durango, Colorado
Phone: (970)-385-5095

http://mannasoupkitchen.org/

The Manna Soup Kitchen provides many resources for
low-income individuals including hot meals served daily.
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 7am-12:30 pm:
 Hot breakfast and coffee through 10am
 Hot lunch served 11:30 – 12:30.
 Sack lunches available upon request.
Wednesday 7am-10am
 Hot breakfast and coffee
 Reopen at 4:30pm for dinner service from 5 –
6:00pm.
Saturday and Sunday:
 Open at 7am for brunch service 9:30 – 10:30am.
Clients Served: Individuals in need.

Durango Food Bank

Provides emergency food staples one time per 30 days.

194-C Boda Drive
Durango, Colorado
Phone: (970)-375-2672
Clients Served: Individuals in need.
http://www.wrcdurango.org
/ResourceReferral/Food.htm
Archuleta County Victim Assistance
Program

551 Hot Springs Blvd
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
Phone: (970)-264-9075

http://www.acvap.org/

Archuleta County Victim Assistance Program offers a
variety of resources targeted at victims of domestic and
physical violence. Services Provided:









Safety planning
Legal advocacy
Human services advocacy
Domestic violence and sexual assault education
Individual/group counseling
Emergency housing
Transportation
Referral of clients to other supportive services.

Clients Served: Victims of domestic violence and assault.
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Colorado Judicial Branch

1300 Broadway, Suite 1200
Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone: (720)-625-5000

https://www.courts.state.co.us/For
ms
/Forms_List.cfm?Form_Type_ID=24

This website will provides you with information
regarding Protection Order Rules & Laws in Colorado,
case filing form & fee requirements, available services in
Colorado, common legal terms & frequently asked
questions. It includes PDF and word document files
containing the information required to obtain a
protection order.

Clients Served: All individuals desiring a protection
order.
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Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Services
Organization

Services Provided

Mercy Regional Medical Center

Mercy Regional Medical Center offers a broad range of
medical services including a 24-hour emergency care and
a trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) available
to assess cases of sexual violence.

1010 Three Springs Blvd.
Durango, CO 81301
Phone: (970)-247-4311

What to expect during a SANE exam.

http://www.mercydurango.org/md
Clients Served: All individuals.
u/home/
Pagosa Springs Medical Center
95 South Pagosa Blvd.
Pagosa Springs, Colorado
Phone: (970)-731-3700
http://www.pagosaspringsmedical
center.org/

Pagosa Springs Medical Center offers a broad range of
medical services including 24 hour emergency care and
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) to assist in cases
of sexual violence.

What to expect during a SANE exam.
Clients Served: All individuals.

St. Mary’s Medical Center
2635 North 7th Street, P. O. Box
1628
Grand Junction, Colorado 815021628
Phone: (970)-298-2273
http://www.stmarygj.org/

St. Mary’s Medical Center offers a broad range of medical
services including 24-hour emergency care and Sexual
Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) to assist in cases of
sexual violence.

What to expect during a SANE exam.
Clients Served: All individuals.
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Shelter and Housing Assistance Services
Organization

Services Provided

Section 8 Housing

Section 8 offers subsidized housing to eligible residents of
Colorado. Housing may include single-family homes, town
homes and apartments. The rent of the rental unit must
be reasonable and the unit must meet the minimum
standard of health and safety, as determined by Housing
Quality Standards. A housing subsidy is paid to the
landlord directly by the Division of Housing (DOH) on
behalf of the participating family. The family then pays the
difference between the actual rent charged by the
landlord and the amount subsidized by the program.
Eligibility is determined based on household income.

Find location and contact
information for the location
nearest to you

http://www.sectioneightapplicatio
n.com/

Clients Served: All individuals who meet eligibility
requirements: Low income households, Elderly
individuals, and Disabled individuals.

Southwest Safehouse

Southwest Safehouse serves women and children
survivors of domestic violence and other violent crimes.
Services provided by Southwest Safehouse include:
 24 hour a day, 365 days a year residential
domestic violence shelter services with 24-hour
intake.
 Provision of all basic needs: nutritious meals,
shower and laundry facilities, clothing closet and
personal hygiene supplies
 Extensive resource referral and task-oriented
counseling
 Specialized children’s services
 Life skills training
 Employment services
 Educational modules on parenting

PO Box 2107,
Durango, Colorado 81302
24 Hour Crisis Line: (970)-259-5444
Phone: (970)-259-5444
http://www.voacolorado.org/geth
elp-southerncosouthwestsafehouse

Clients Served: Women and children victims of domestic
violence. Women must be over 18 and an adult must
accompany children.
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Housing Solutions for the
Southwest, Durango

295 Girard Street
Durango, Colorado 81303
Phone: (970)-259-1086

http://swhousingsolutions.com/

Homewardbound of the Grand
Valley

2853 North Avenue
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
Phone: (970)-256-9424

This organization provides Transitional Housing. Housing
Solutions for the Southwest provides assistance and
services to very-low-to-moderate-income families,
individuals, elderly, disabled and special needs
populations in areas including, but not limited to
Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma and San Juan
counties.

Clients Served: Moderate-to-low-income families,
individuals, elderly, disables and special needs
populations in including but not limited to Archuleta,
Dolores, La Plata, Montezuma and San Juan.

Homewardbound of the Grand Valley provides critical
housing, compassionate services, and safe shelter for
individuals and families. More information regarding
intake and schedule of services:
http://www.homewardboundgv.org/programsservices/homeless-shelter/

http://www.homewardboundgv.or
g/

Clients Served: Individual Men and Women, as well as
families.

Southeastern Colorado Homeless
Shelter

Southeastern Colorado Homeless Shelter provides shortterm relief for the homeless and low-income persons.
Usually there is a maximum stay of 3 months or less.
Meals and other supportive services are often offered.

710 W Olive Street
Lamar, Colorado 81052
Phone: (719) 336-5422
http://www.homelessshelterdirect
ory.org/cgibin/id/shelter.cgi?shelter=80533

Clients Served: Homeless and low-income individuals.
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Legal Services
Organization

Services Provided

Colorado Legal Services

Colorado Legal Services provides legal services to lowincome residents of Colorado free of charge (if the
recipient is determined to be eligible).

Grand Junction:
200 N 6th Street, Suite 203
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
Phone: (970)-243-7940
Durango:
835 East 2nd Avenue, #300
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (888)-298-8483
Additional locations

Clients Served: Low income individuals in need of legal
assistance who meet eligibility requirements.

http://www.coloradolegalservices.
org/

Colorado Office of the State Public
Defender
Grand Junction:
105 West Main Street, Suite A
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
Phone: (970)-245-9122

The Colorado State Public Defender provides legal
representation for eligible individuals in criminal cases.
There is a $25 application fee.

Durango:
1047 Main Avenue, #139
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-247-9284
Additional locations
http://pdweb.coloradodefenders.u
s/

Clients Served: Low income individuals in need of legal
assistance.
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Maynes, Bradford, Shipps &
Sheftel, LLP

835 East 2nd Ave., Suite 123
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-247-1755
http://mbssllp.com/

The Indian law practice at Maynes, Bradford, Shipps &
Sheftel, LLP has served as general counsel for the
Southern Ute Indian Tribe for almost fifty years. The
attorneys at this law firm are practiced in many areas of
Indian law including: jurisdiction, taxation, land and
natural resources, commercial activity, finance, gaming,
health care delivery and intergovernmental relations.

Clients Served: Individuals with Tribal law related
concerns and the general public.
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Children, Youth, and Family Services
Organization

Services Provided

Boys & Girls Club of the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe

This organization provides, “a safe and nurturing
environment that guides each young person on their path
to developing good character, a respect of culture,
diversity, academic excellence, and development of a
healthy mind, body, and spirit.” The Boys & Girls Club
provides an after school program and summer program
that focus on enriching the lives of participating children
and youth. The Boys & Girls club requires an annual fee of
$5 for tribal members and $15 for non-tribal members.
During the summer months, membership is free for tribal
members and $20 for non-tribal members. Throughout
the school year and the summer months, snacks are
provided to members free of charge. The Boys & Girls Club
is open during the school year from 3-7pm, MondayFriday and during summer from 7:30am-5:30pm.

290 Mouache Drive
Ignacio, Colorado 81137
Phone: (970)-563-4753
http://www.bgcsu.org/
Additional Boys & Girls Club
location in Durango:
2750 Main Avenue
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-375-0010

http://www.bgclaplata.org

Clients served: Children and youth of the Ute Indian Tribe
Reservation and non-tribal children and youth in the
surrounding area.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Southwest Colorado

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado is a
mentoring program that matches boys and girls with
positive, safe role models, which will set them on the path
of being responsible and productive adults. Children must
be ages 6-17 and be willing to make a 1-year commitment
to the program. Study Connection is another service
offered through BBBS which offers a 1 on 1 tutoring
program throughout the school year in Durango. Students
must be teacher referred.

72 Suttle Street # I
Durango, Colorado 81303
Phone: (970)-247-3720

www.bbig.org

Clients Served: Children between 6 and 17 years of age.
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La Plata Family Centers Coalition

129 East 32nd Street
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-385-4747
http://www.lpfcc.org/

The La Plata Family Center Coalition provides direct
support to families which include:






Early Childhood Programs
Parenting Education
Emergency Assistance
Family Healthcare
And more

Clients Served: Families in La Plata County.

Planned Parenthood of the Rocky
Mountains

Offers family planning, reproductive health, gynecological
and STD services.

46 Suttle Street
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-247-3002
http://www.plannedparenthood.or Clients Served: All Individuals.
g/healthcenter/colorado/durango/81303/d
urango-2174-90210

Southern Ute Community Action
Programs
285 Lakin Street
Ignacio, Colorado 81137
Phone: (970)-563-4517
http://sucap.org/

The Southern Ute Community Action Program provides a
variety of community programs: including Peaceful Spirit,
a residential and outpatient substance abuse treatment
program, Colorado Preschool Program, Youth Drop In
Center, Senior programs, Native American job training and
employment services and programs for families.

Clients Served: Residents of Ignacio, Colorado and the
surrounding areas.
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LGBTQ/2 Services
Organization

Services Provided

Four Corners Alliance for Diversity

The Four Corners Alliance for Diversity offers outreach
initiatives, educational programs, and social events for
the LGBTQ community.

PO Box 1656
Durango, Colorado 81302
Phone: 970-385-7202
http://4calliancefordiversity.org/

Colorado West Pride
info@coloradowestpride.org
P.O. Box 2271
Grand Junction, Colorado 81502

Clients Served: Community members from youth to
seniors.

Colorado West Pride throws several events a year,
including the Pride Festival. This organization works to
build a positive environment for the LGBTQ community.

Clients Served: Individuals identifying as LGBTQ or TwoSpirit.
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Physical and Mental Healthcare Services
Organization

Services Provided

La Plata Integrated Healthcare

Primary care and behavioral health services for adults
and children. Takes Medicaid and CHP+, offers a sliding
scale for those without insurance. La Plata offers special
services for homeless individuals. Additionally, this
organization can assist individuals with applying for
health insurance.

1970 East 3rd Avenue - Unit 1,
Lower Level
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-335-2288
http://www.axishealthsystem.org/

Clients Served: All eligible individuals.

Axis Health System

Axis Health System serves children, adults, seniors and
families to meet behavioral health (mental health and
substance use) needs.

Durango Location:
1970 East 3rd Avenue - Unit 1,
Lower Level
Durango, Colorado 81301
24 Hour Crisis Line: (970)-247-5245
Phone: (970)-259-2162

Services include:
 Counseling & Therapy
 Crisis Evaluation & Intervention
 Case Management
 Psychiatric Care
 Substance Use Disorder Treatment

Pagosa Springs Location:
475 Lewis Street
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
Phone: (970)-264-2104
http://www.axishealthsystem.org/

Clients Served: All eligible individuals.
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San Juan Basin Health Department The San Juan Basin Health Department provides a variety
of healthcare services for women and children. Sliding
Durango location:
scale and payment plans are available and this
281 Sawyer Drive #200
organization can assist individuals with applying for
Durango, Colorado 81303
Medicaid and health insurance. Services Include:
Phone:(970)-247-5702
 Family planning
Pagosa Springs Location:
 Pre-natal advocacy
502 8th Street
 WIC
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
 Immunizations
Phone:(970)-264-2673
 Services for children with special needs
 Medical care coordination.

Clients Served: Women and Children.

Southwest Safehouse

Southwest Safehouse serves women and children
survivors of domestic violence and other violent crimes.

PO Box 2107,
Durango, Colorado 81302
24 Hour Crisis Line: (970)-259-5444
Phone: (970)-259-5444

Services provided by Southwest Safehouse include:
 A 24-hour telephone crisis intervention hotline
 24 hour a day, 365 days a year residential
domestic violence shelter services with 24-hour
intake.
 Provision of all basic needs: nutritious meals,
shower and laundry facilities, clothing closet and
personal hygiene supplies
 Extensive resource referral and task-oriented
counseling
 Specialized children’s services
 Life skills training
 Employment services
 Educational modules on parenting

http://www.voacolorado.org/geth
elp-southerncosouthwestsafehouse

Clients Served: Women and children victims of domestic
violence. Women must be over 18 and an adult must
accompany children.
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Colorado Department of Health
Care Policy & Financing

1570 Grant Street
Denver, Colorado
Phone: (303) 866-2993
https://www.colorado.gov/hcpf/co
lorado-medicaid
Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com
/AC_Welcome?Language=EN

Colorado Medicaid provides health insurance for lowincome residents of Colorado.
Groups who qualify:
 Children ages 0-18 whose household income does
not exceed 142% Federal Poverty Level (FPL)
Maximum eligible income for a 2 person household:
$1,890 monthly.
 Pregnant Women whose household income does
not exceed 195% FPL. Maximum eligible income for
one person: $1,910 monthly.
 Parents and Caretaker Relatives (you must have a
dependent child) whose household income does
not exceed 133% FPL. Maximum eligible income for
household containing one parent and one child:
$1,770 monthly.
 Adults without dependent children whose
household income does not exceed 133% FPL.
Maximum eligible income for one person: $1,300
monthly.
Benefits:
 Behavioral health
 Dental services
 Emergency care
 Hospitalization
 Laboratory services
 Maternity care
 Newborn care
 Outpatient care
 Prescription drugs
 Preventive and wellness services
 Primary care
 Rehabilitative services
Clients Served: all individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements.
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Employment Assistance
Organization

Services Provided

SNAP Employment & Training
(Employment First)

This program is offered by the Colorado Office of
Economic Security division of Food and Energy. It is
focused on individuals who apply for food assistance in
Colorado and who do not meet federal exemption
criteria. The resources offered through this program
include: workfare, adult basic education, GED
preparation, literacy, college, vocational training,
vocational rehabilitation, job search classes, and parttime work.

1575 Sherman Street, Third Floor
Denver, Colorado 80203-1714
Phone: (303) 866-5477

https://sites.google.com/a/state.c
o.us/cdhs-foodenergy/employment-first

Clients Served: Individuals applying for food assistance
through the state of Colorado and who are unemployed.

Colorado Workforce Center

Colorado Workforce Center provides staffing solutions
for major employers in the Durango area and offers free
job placement for local job seekers. They specialize in
placing qualified applicants in fulfilling jobs and also
provide training for those less qualified.

331 S. Camino Del Rio, Suite C
Durango, Colorado 81303
Phone: (970)-247-0308

http://www.360durango.com
/Employment/ColoradoWorkforce
Center.html

Clients Served: Those seeking employment assistance.
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Financial and Utilities Assistance
Organization
CDHS Division of Food & Energy

Contact information for locations
statewide

https://sites.google.com/a/state.c
o.us/cdhs-food-energy/home

Services Provided
The Colorado Low-Income Energy Assistance Program
(LEAP), provides eligible families, seniors and
individuals with disabilities funding to help support the
costs of home heating during the winter. Other benefits
provided by LEAP include repair or replacement of a
home’s primary heating system, such as a furnace or
wood-burning stove.
Qualifications:


Application:
https://coloradopeak.secure.force.
com
/AC_Welcome?Language=EN




Individual must pay home heating costs to
either a landlord or directly to the utilities
company.
Must be a permanent legal resident of the
United States and a Colorado resident.
Earn a maximum family income that does not
exceed 165% of the federal poverty index.

Clients Served: all individuals who meet the eligibility
requirements.
Example of an eligible household: An individual making a
gross maximum income of $1,618 a month or less.
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Community Emergency Assistance
Coalition (CEAC)

295 Girard Street
Durango, Colorado 81303
Phone: (970) 259-1086
http://swhousingsolutions.com
/program/community-emergencyassistance-coalition/

Womenade

679 E. Second Avenue, Suite 6
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970) 247-1242
http://wrcdurango.org/womensresource-centerprograms/womenade/

The Community Emergency Assistance Coalition (CEAC) is
a collaborative multi-agency effort aimed at providing
homeless prevention and community stability through
one-time emergency assistance to individuals and
families in La Plata/San Juan Counties who are facing
near term financial crisis.

Application

Clients Served: Those needing one-time emergency
financial assistance in the La Plata/San Juan Counties.

Womenade provides financial assistance through onetime grants of up to $500. The purpose of the program is
to help individuals who are normally self-sufficient and
are experiencing temporary and/or unexpected financial
hardships get back on their feet and move forward in
their lives.
Financial Assistance may be used for:
 Past due bills like rent, utilities, or medical care
 Car repairs
 Counseling
 Child Care
Applications are accepted:
July 1st – 9th
September 10th-17th
October 29th – November 5th
Clients Served: Women experiencing unexpected
financial difficulties.
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Violence Prevention and Intervention Services
Organization

Services Provided

Alternative Horizons

Alternative Horizons provides resources and support to
women in La Plata County dealing with domestic
violence. They offer a 24-hour crisis hotline, support
groups, counseling, legal assistance, Latina outreach, and
community education.

PO Box 503
Durango, Colorado 81302
24 hour hotline: (970)-247-9619
Office Phone: 970-247-4374
http://www.alternativehorizons.or
g/

Clients Served: Women in La Plata County who are
victims of domestic violence.

Latimer House

Provides resources to women experiencing domestic
violence and their families. Services Provided:
 Counseling, advocacy and shelter for adults and
children who are survivors of domestic violence
and sexual assault.
 Confidential intervention and counseling services
 Safe, secure housing for adults, teens, and
children in crisis
 Court assistance and advocacy
 Case management to provide the necessary
community services to individuals to become
self-sufficient
 Confidential support groups for adults, teens,
and children
 Parenting classes for adults and children

1003 Main Street
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
Phone: (970)-241-0324

http://www.htop.org/adult/lh

Clients Served: Women and their families who are
victims of domestic violence.
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San Miguel Resource Center

300 S. Pine, Suite 102,
Telluride, Colorado 81435
Phone: (970)-728-5660
Norwood
Phone: (970)-327-0566
Nucla/ Naturita
Phone: (970)-864-2275
http://smrcco.org/

The San Miguel Resource Center provides resources for
victims of domestic violence and their families.
Services Provided:
 24 Hour Crisis Hotline & Crisis Intervention
 Emergency Shelter & Financial Assistance: Safe,
temporary, and confidential safe-housing is
available for victims/survivors of violence and
their children. Emergency financial assistance
and housing fund available to those escaping
dangerous situations.
 Personal & Legal Advocacy: Advocacy services
available to help individuals meet needs, such as
food, clothing, medical care, housing,
transportation, translation/interpretation, and
access to community services.
 Counseling Services: Short-term individual
counselors and professionally facilitated groups
for victims/survivors of domestic violence and
sexual assault. Long-term counseling references
are also available.
 Child Therapy Assistance Fund: In a partnership
with local therapists, San Miguel provides
therapy to children who are survivors of violence
or have witnessed violence.
 Resources and Referrals
Clients Served: Victims of Domestic Violence and their
families.

304 | P a g e

Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: Victim/ Survivor Resource Book

Transportation Services
Organization

Services Provided

Manna Soup Kitchen

The Manna Soup Kitchen provides vouchers for many
different services including bus passes. Additional
vouchers include: thrift store vouchers, eye exam
vouchers, haircut vouchers and more.

1100 Avenida del Sol
Durango, Colorado
Phone: (970) 385-5095
http://mannasoupkitchen.org/

Durango Public Transportation

Clients Served: Those eligible as determined by Manna
Soup Kitchen.

Provides transportation throughout Durango. Trolley:
Free, Bus: $1.00.

250 West 8th Street (with stops t/o
Durango)
Durango, Colorado 81301
Phone: (970)-259-5438
http://www.durangogov.org/index
.aspx?NID=333

Clients Served: All Individuals.

Ignacio Road Runner

Ignacio Road Runner provides transportation in Bayfield
and Ignacio as well as to Durango. This service costs
$3.00.

295 Lakin Street
Ignacio, Colorado 81137
Phone: (970) 563-4545

Clients Served: All individuals.
www.sucap.org
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