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Welcome
The Child Trafficking Response Team (CTRT) would like 

to welcome you to the January 2023 Human Trafficking 

Prevention Month edition of our Newsletter. Every year since 

2010, the President has dedicated the month of January to 

raise awareness about human trafficking and to educate the 

public about how to identify and prevent this crime.

During National Human Trafficking Prevention Month, the 

efforts of anti-trafficking entities, law enforcement officials, 

survivor advocates, communities of faith, businesses, and 

private citizens all around California are celebrated to raise 

awareness about human trafficking. Input from survivor 

leaders will be featured throughout this edition as well as 

during various events this month.

744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

https://cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/child-welfare-protection/child-trafficking-response

What other information would you like to have 

covered in future editions of this newsletter? 

Are there announcements you would like us 

to include? Needs that you would like to have 

addressed? Use the Submit Your Needs and Ideas 

link below to let us know.

Submit Your Needs and Ideas Here.

Please share this newsletter with 
your colleagues. To subscribe to the 
Newsletter, click: 
CTRT Newsletter Sign-Up Form.

mailto:csecprogram%40dss.ca.gov?subject=
http://eepurl.com/h6V8X5


Human Trafficking Prevention 
Month Events
National Human Trafficking Awareness Day

January 11th is National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. 

In recognition of this important day, join the Blue Campaign’s 

largest initiative #WearBlueDay where people take photos 

of themselves, friends, family, and colleagues wearing blue 

clothing and share them on social media, Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram – along with the #WearBlueDay hashtag. The Blue 

Campaign is a national public awareness campaign designed 

to educate the public, law enforcement and other industry 

partners to recognize the indicators of human trafficking, and 

how to appropriately respond to possible instances of human 

trafficking.

California Department of Social Services Events:

A Guide for Caregivers by the Commercial Sexual Exploitation 

of Children ( CSEC) Action Team Advisory Board - Video 

Screenings.

	 Friday, January 13, 2023 - 10:30 to 12:30. 

	 Click here to Register – 01/13/23.

	 Friday, January 20, 2023 – 2:00 to 4:00. 

	 Click here to Register – 01/20/23.

Virtual Art Gallery – Featuring 
Work of Those with Lived 
Experience
Co-Sponsored by the Child and Family Policy Institute of 

California – Preventing and Addressing Child Trafficking 

Project, CSEC Action Team – Advisory Board and the California 

Department of Social Services – Child Trafficking Response 

Team.

Join us as we feature artistic works from human trafficking 

survivors via their creative expressions to include art, spoken 

word, written word, and others. The artists / creators will 

present their works with some background on each piece.

	 Friday, January 27, 2023 - 1:00 to 2:30. 

	 Click here to Register - 01/27/23.

National Human Trafficking 
Prevention Month Digital 
Toolkit, Event Calendar and 
Website
Preventing and Addressing Child Trafficking (PACT’s) 

National Human Trafficking Prevention Month Digital Toolkit, 

Event Calendar and Website inspires individuals, agencies, 

tribes, and communities across CA to consider ways to raise 

awareness and take action during January 2023!

The toolkit includes four key components and is accompanied 

by downloadable templates, social media posts and 

infographics.

•	 About National Human Trafficking Prevention Month

•	 Current Data & Trends

•	 5 Ways to Take Action

•	 National Resources

Visit PACT’s HTPM Website HERE to download the Digital 

Toolkit and check out the January’s Event Calendar for events 

to promote learning in your community.

Want to share your event? Email pact@
cfpic.org with a flyer and/or details.

https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/wearblueday
https://www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign/indicators-human-trafficking
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/420773433667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/420910583887
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvfu6grj0vG9DNRUPXnviOpD5eHXeMhA5i
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/pact.cfpic.org/nhtpm2023/__;!!GYLAgPY1nfYXW-ZqwnM!JsEOY4Rgwz6Fi96h5H8UJYhiAsuy8imTSyalTf-XAihBB8IURVOBKAsHCJz8dILUhAdlqepVpUzgWUpshH8c0e5U4z_7ve_O$
mailto:pact%40cfpic.org?subject=
mailto:pact%40cfpic.org?subject=


SNAPSHOT: Lived 
Experience Experts
In this edition, read about prevention from a survivor’s 
perspective.

Rachel Thomas

Not “If” But “When”: Sexual 

Predation Online.

Fifty-five percent of 

sex trafficked youth 

entering “the life” 

in 2015 met their 

trafficker(s) through 

text, website or an app. 

–“Survivor Insights: The Role 

of Technology in Domestic Minor Sex 

Trafficking” Thorn.

The brief documentary film by Bark, a content 

monitoring app, starkly highlights the dangers of 

online predators. Pedophiles on social media sites 

such as Instagram and Snapchat are actively trying 

to obtain explicit images of children and teens, using 

manipulative tactics like sextortion to keep children 

and youth silenced, and meanwhile, they are hoping 

that parents or caregiver are not paying attention. 

Today’s caregivers cannot afford to remain ignorant 

about online sexual and psychological abuse, but 

instead must honestly face the fact that it’s not a 

matter of if your child or teen will be solicited online, 

RACHEL 
THOMAS

but when.

When Bark went live with the 15 year old persona 

“Libby,” 7 adult men attempted to contact her within 

the first hour. Many requests to meet in person 

followed those messages. Perhaps even more 

disturbing, when Bark created an even younger 

persona, “Bailey,” an 11 year old pre-pubescent girl, 

she received an instant barrage of sexual messages, 

requests for explicit images, and incoming video 

calls from child predators in less than 5 minutes 

of going live with her accounts. Many of these 

incoming messages for both fictional personas were 

characterized by manipulations and threats. This 

means that more than ever, caregivers must have 

honest conversations regarding online predation 

early and often with their children and teens. 

Caregivers must be sure youth have a safe place 

to learn about, discuss and report online sexual 

predation.

Included in that discussion should be a growing 

awareness of online solicitation and grooming of 

youth for sex trafficking. Grooming youth for sex 

trafficking is now occurring online more often than 

in person. According to a published study in 2018 by 

Thorn, fifty-five percent of surveyed domestic sex 

trafficked youth entering the life in 2015 met their 

trafficker(s) through text, website, or an app, while 

only 45% of those domestic sex trafficked youth 

entering the life in 2015 met their trafficker(s) face 

to face. Traffickers are recruiting online now more 

than ever where they build their relationships online 



through both chat and phone calls. According to Thorn’s 

research, “the findings do show that while meeting in 

person was the singular dominant method of developing a 

close relationship in the past, it is now a dominant method 

while technology-based modes of communicating are 

increasing in usage.” Additionally, buyers don’t need to 

go through sex industry websites such as sugar daddy 

or escort agency sites, they can contact their targets 

directly online through social media sites.

In light of these changes in traffickers’ grooming practices 

and with easy access for buyers through social media 

sites, Ending The Game Curriculum (Journal Of Women 

and Criminal Justice, 2021) – the nation’s most widely 

used psychological resiliency intervention curriculum for 

sexually exploited persons — made some recent changes. 

Because buyers, traffickers and the sex industry are 

leaning more heavily towards the use of technology in 

their coercive and manipulative strategies, Ending The 

Game included a new STREAM of Influence (Survival, 

Trafficker, Recruiter, Environment, Abuse, Media). In 

the STREAMS of Influence list from Lesson 1, you will 

now see an additional “s” at the end which stands for 

solicitation. Solicitation can come in many forms online, 

but it primarily comes in the form of online offers from 

buyers, sex industry website ads, and offers from sugar 

daddies/mamas.

The creators of Ending The Game have recently 

created The Cool Aunt Series to explain the STREAMS 

of Influence to teens and young adults in a way that 

is relatable, engaging, fun and impactful for human 

trafficking prevention.

The Cool Aunt Series is currently being delivered in 6 

states to over 10,000 youth and growing. Through a recent 

partnership with The California Department of Social 

Services (CDSS), The Cool Aunt Team will be partnering 

with California counties to reach all over 50,000 CA foster 

youth ages 12 and up.

RACHEL 
THOMAS

•	 To watch Bark’s 9 minute video on 

online predators and grooming: 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=dbg4hNHsc_8&t=345s.

•	 Thorn’s ”Survivor Insights: The Role 

of Technology in Domestic Minor Sex 

Trafficking” https://www.thorn.org/

wpcontent/uploads/2018/01/Thorn_

Survivor_Insights_DMST_Executive_

Summary.pdf.

•	 www.EndingTheGame.com.

•	 www.TheCoolAuntSeries.com.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbg4hNHsc_8&t=345s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbg4hNHsc_8&t=345s
https://www.thorn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Thorn_Survivor_Insights_DMST_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.thorn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Thorn_Survivor_Insights_DMST_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.thorn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Thorn_Survivor_Insights_DMST_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.thorn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Thorn_Survivor_Insights_DMST_Executive_Summary.pdf
http://www.endingthegame.com/
http://www.thecoolauntseries.com/


CHELSEY 
HOLZER

Chelsey Holzer

Chelsey is a Case Manager II for Project 180, a forensic 

treatment agency. In this capacity, she endeavors to 

give back in a way that serves others in 

the community and to reduce 

recidivism. Based on her first-

hand experience, Chelsey 

believes that change can 

happen for anyone who 

desires it. She provides 

case management, 

advocacy, and pro-social 

skill-building for people whose 

lives have been impacted by 

incarceration. She has worked for 13 

years in the mental health system, working with a variety 

of populations including those experiencing chronic 

homelessness, severe persistent mental illness, and 

substance abuse disorders. She hopes to use her personal 

and professional experiences to provide profound change 

to those who have been impacted by Commercial Sexual 

Exploitation (CSE) through her service on the CSEC Action 

Team Advisory Board.

Best Practices for Prevention of Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation

My name is Chelsey Holzer, and I am currently serving 

on the 3rd cohort of the CSEC Action Team Advisory 

Board. In my work with the board, I have been given the 

opportunity to use my lived experience to help shape 

best practices in all work being done to help youth who 

are experiencing CSE. It has been a big part of my healing 

to give back in a way that is meaningful and impactful to 

youth that this is happening to right now. As a survivor 

who didn’t have access to help 14 years ago, when I 

was extremely vulnerable. I am now able to offer the 

perspective of what could have helped me sooner or even 

prevented my exploitation at all. Given all my experience’s, 

I am still very grateful to have had the chance to rebuild 

my life and survive something that could have destroyed 

me. To be able to give back to those in need is important to 

my journey.

I wanted to share today some best practices for helping 

prevent young people from falling victim to CSE. One 

caring, compassionate, safe adult in my life could have 

made all the difference in my life. I want to acknowledge 

and provide deep gratitude to everyone who has worked 

so hard on this issue and invested themselves with helping 

CSE youth and adults. Here are some of my ideas for 

spotting the signs and what you can do to help youth from 

falling victim to commercial sexual exploitation.

•	 Understand how traffickers lure children into the life. 

Some warning signs could be a youth hanging out with 

a much older adult. Being dropped off or picked up by 

that person at school.



•	 Understanding children don’t choose this, is deeply 

important. Young people are manipulated, lied to, 

sold grandiose promises of being taken care of and 

having their financial and emotional needs met by 

the trafficker.

•	 The process is slow; the grooming goes from long 

periods of pretend expressions of “love and care” 

to control, fear and then ultimate isolation. The 

trafficker will work to break that child’s self-worth 

and image and ultimately use that as the leverage 

over them. The message embedded by the trafficker 

is “the world and the people that love you won’t want 

you back”

•	 Be aware that this message is often reinforced 

through stigma experienced by survivors from the 

community, law enforcement, medical professionals 

and when seeking employment. Making getting out 

so much harder for victims of CSE.

•	 A child having at least one trusted adult who is aware 

of these signs can make a difference. That adult 

can help that child and be a strong voice in their 

life. Children just don’t have the ability to fight or 

identify the manipulation and abuse that a trafficker 

is going to inflict on them. Check in and talk openly 

without judgement. Creating a safe emotional space 

alone will allow conversations that may not have 

happened otherwise. Not one single adult ever asked 

me or even approached the thought this could be 

happening to me, when the warning signs were there. 

One trusting safe adult could make all the difference.

•	 It is important to be working together to ensure that 

each young person we work with has a community 

and support system stronger than any trafficker. 

When we meet the emotional and basic needs of 

children every way, we can we eliminate those things 

traffickers’ prey upon.

Knowing the risks, warning signs, and working together 

will be key in preventing commercial sexual exploitation 

of our children, youth and young adults. Dignifying, 

uplifting, and utilizing adult.

CHELSEY 
HOLZER

To request consultation 
from the CSEC Action Team 
Advisory Board, click here CSEC 
Action Team Advisory Board 
Consultation Request Form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYrmMYLgsYalIgtD3Sty9Cgq828Vnc5QCdqeBGDyFDR3KXLw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYrmMYLgsYalIgtD3Sty9Cgq828Vnc5QCdqeBGDyFDR3KXLw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYrmMYLgsYalIgtD3Sty9Cgq828Vnc5QCdqeBGDyFDR3KXLw/viewform


CSEC Program Spotlights
Michelle Guymon

The Child Trafficking Response Team 

would like to honor and 

congratulate Michelle 

Guymon, Director of Los 

Angeles County Probation’s 

Child Trafficking Unit, on 

her upcoming retirement. 

Over the years, she has 

contributed significantly 

to the anti-trafficking 

movement serving as the 

project manager for L.A. County’s Law 

Enforcement First Responder Protocol for CSEC, which 

launched in August 2014. This initiative acknowledges 

the victimization these youth endure and rebukes the 

criminalization of their victimization.

Ms. Guymon also leads the Los Angeles County CSEC 

Integrated Leadership Team working with various county/

community agencies to create a multi-system response 

model in response to youth and families impacted by 

commercial sexual exploitation within Los Angeles 

County. She is an advocate for youth and has always been 

passionate about her work with L.A. County Probation. 

Her ability to connect with victims, survivors, and allies 

in the anti-trafficking work has been incredible and life 

changing. She has made impactful contributions to the 

CDSS’ harm reduction guidance series and its application 

to probation officers serving exploited youth.

Ms. Guymon has had a vital role in the lives of so many, 

including youth in the juvenile justice system, her peers, 

advocates, county child welfare social workers, survivor 

leaders, and many more. She created a space for survivor 

leaders and allies to come together and embodies what 

it truly means to be survivor-centered and trauma-

informed. She is a fierce leader who has set the tone 

for collaboration. The Child Trafficking Response Team 

teamed up with a few of Michelle’s colleagues to share 

their gratitude for Michelle’s work and celebrate this 

milestone.

 “Michelle is the quintessential advocate – for people 

impacted by exploitation, for the community who supports 

them, and for justice throughout the recovery process. 

She fought hard for survivors to receive the best of what 

the world could offer, often going as high up any chain of 

command as she could go to help ensure the right thing 

would happen. She speaks the truth, even when it is hard 

to hear, fights for all good things, and remains humble and 

tenderhearted throughout all her years of experience. 

We congratulate her on a job well done, and so many lives 

deeply impacted because of her passion.” - Amber Davies, 
MSW, LCSW, Senior Director of Clinical Programs 
Saving Innocence.

MICHELLE 
GUYMON



“Michelle Guymon is an extraordinary human being. She 

has been an incredible ally & champion in the efforts 

across the nation to serve and protect young victims and 

survivors of CSE. I have personally been empowered by 

Michelle Guymon and knowing her has changed my life 

for the better.” Nola Kesia Brantley CEO, - Nola Brantley 

Speaks.

“Michelle has been a relentless advocate and champion for 

youth impacted by Commercial Sexual Exploitation. Her 

consistent and dedicated leadership and all the hard work 

she has invested in preventing and addressing Commercial 

Sexual Exploitation has made a real difference in the 

lives of youth. Her legacy will continue to live on in the 

hearts and minds of the many she has inspired. I know 

she will continue to soldier on in this work, as this is not 

just work for her, but her life’s calling. – Adela Estrada, 

CSEC Program Administrator, Bureau of Specialized 
Response Services LA County DCFS.

“Michelle Guymon is a weeping warrior and a woman 

deserving of great honor! She has taught me that it 

is possible to commit one’s life to this work, despite 

the fatigue and struggle, and come out on the other 

side stronger, still filled with hope, with an undying 

commitment to serving those who need it the most. I 

applaud you for your special investment over these years 

Michelle, the world is truly a better place with you in it!” – 

Leah Jonet Albright-Byrd Activist, Author and Artist

Ms. Guymon leads with love, dedication, compassion, 

and commitment to serving youth in the juvenile justice 

system and will forever inspire those who know her & 

beyond.

We honor Michelle Guymon and wish her well as she 

embarks on her new journey.

MICHELLE 
GUYMON



Kern County Child Welfare

Kern County’s Child 

Welfare Agency 

was nominated for 

their great work in 

implementing the Cool 

Aunt Series prevention 

training curriculum in 

their County. For more 

information on the Cool Aunt 

Series and how to get this started in your 

County, see the Resources and Training Section of the 

newsletter.

Kern County to date has completed the following in their 

implementation of the Cool Aunt Series:

•	 158 out of 160 Kern County Social Workers have 

started the training and 102 have completed it.

•	 Kern County held 3 live walkthroughs in which staff 

completed the series.

•	 They have held 3 live Question and Answer, Meet and 

Greet sessions with The Cool Aunt team.

•	 62 users have been invited to the series, 1 has 

completed to date.

•	 Kern County has utilized 13 of the 36 virtual hours 

available to them this fiscal year.

On Friday, 10/29/02 we at the CTRT interviewed Macy 

Albertson and Angela Look from Kern County about their 

experience with The Cool Aunt Series.

Kern County first heard about The Cool Aunt Series at 

a PACT Cohort meeting as the CDSS was developing 

the contract for the series. Both Macy and Angela state 

they love this curriculum. Kern County opted in to be 

able to offer this prevention series to both the youth 

that are served in the Child Welfare programs in Kern 

County, as well as the community. They partner with the 

Dream Center to provide the training to youth in the 

Kern County community. They both like how the training 

incorporates a diverse cast as well as that it brings in 

different media types. Further, they expressed gratitude 

for how Rachel Thomas is able to keep it real in sharing 

her own story in the series.

Kern County feels that the Cool Aunt Series is a successful 

prevention tool in part to it being a self-paced training. It 

can be sent to any youth associated with the agency and 

the youth can watch it at their own pace. The assigned 

social worker is then able to have discussions with the 

youth about what was learned. Social workers in Kern 

County went through the training themselves to have 

knowledge of what the curriculum entailed in case they 

would have a question from a caregiver or youth prior to 

starting the series. Social workers who have completed 

the series have all had very positive feedback and are glad 

the series is available to the youth and caregivers in Kern 

County.

KERN COUNTY 
CHILD WELFARE



The County was able to get a lot of buy-in to The Cool 

Aunt Series as Rachel Thomas made a presentation to 

the leadership team about it. After seeing the overview 

of the series, the program directors were all on board 

for mandating the training for all social workers. Rachel 

created the buy-in with the Kern County team. Macy 

and Angela suggest any county who is having difficulty 

getting buy in from leadership arrange for a presentation 

from Rachel Thomas, as this was an incredibly effective 

method for them. Macy and Angela both feel that if 

Rachel can provide an overview to the management in 

other counties, there will not be a problem getting buy in. 

They recommend scheduling an hour session with time 

for question and answers, as this is best to accommodate 

busy schedules. If staff understand the importance and 

the urgency / reality of Commercial Sexual Exploitation 

through sharing of information and statistics, then 

follow up with “here is a fantastic tool that we have” for 

prevention.

Kern County has utilized some of the “virtual hours” 

available to them (36 per fiscal year per county), to have 

groups for youth to “Meet the advocates”. Dream Center 

in Kern County has hosted these events with the youth 

coming to the center in person, with staff from The Cool 

Aunt Series joining virtually.

Kern County would like to share the following with 

other counties. Work with county social workers to help 

them understand the prevalence of trafficking in their 

communities and likely within their caseloads, rather than 

simply mandating the training. The Cool Aunt Series does 

not take a lot of time on the part of the social worker, but it 

is a very effective prevention tool. This is an easy modern 

tool for youth to use. Social workers can send the link out 

for the youth to complete at their own pace. Then they 

can continue to engage the youths understanding through 

further conversations, highlighting the importance of 

prevention.

Macy and Angela also wanted to give a shout out to The 

Cool Aunt Series Team, as follows: “Rachel is patient and 

flexible. Kern County has been able to reach out to the 

team when they have needed certain things and the whole 

team is responsive and have such a passion for the work 

and they bend over backwards to help.”

To get your county signed up or for more information 

please contact: Team@TheCoolAuntSeries.com.

KERN COUNTY 
CHILD WELFARE

mailto:Team%40TheCoolAuntSeries.com?subject=


Data Dive
Child Welfare Learning & Evaluation Bureau 

CWS Program Assessment Unit, Bronwen Wade

Introduction

Staff at CDSS have heard anecdotal accounts of foster youth 

being recruited into CSEC, particularly in congregate care 

facilities. This analysis seeks to understand the frequency at 

which foster youth are having new referrals for CSE, which 

youth are experiencing CSE referrals, and whether certain 

facilities are seeing this occur at higher rates. Unfortunately, 

Child Welfare Services Case Management System does 

not contain information on whether facilities specialize in 

working with youth who have a history of CSE. High numbers 

of new CSE referrals from some facilities may simply reflect 

that those facilities specialize in working with that population, 

and youth with a history of CSE may be at higher risk of 

being trafficked again. The findings of this analysis should be 

interpreted with caution and with input from staff who have 

expertise on CSE and congregate care facilities.

Methodology

A sample of child welfare cases was pulled that include data 

from October 1, 2018 through September 30, 2020. The cases 

include child welfare and probation cases for any referral 

reason. The first case for each child during that 2-year period 

was identified, and data was pulled on any CSE referrals for 

a year following the initial case. The CSE referrals were only 

included if they occurred when a youth was in an out-of-

home placement; family maintenance cases were excluded. 

The total number of referrals pulled was unique to each child 

and placement. For example, some youth had multiple CSE 

referrals at the same facility, which would be counted as only 

1 referral. If youth had CSE referrals at different facilities, one 

referral would be included for each facility. Deduplication was 

completed in this manner since the goal of the analysis was to 

identify which facilities or placements might be experiencing 

recruitment of youth into CSE.

Findings

A total of 276 CSE referrals were identified. Approximately 

half the new CSE referrals came from youth who were 

residing in congregate care facilities such as shelters, group 

homes, temporary shelter care facilities, or short term 

residential therapeutic programs. Some congregate care 

facilities had multiple houses or sites, and some had entries 

under similar names. A list of facilities broken out by each 

individual location was included, as well as a list where 

facilities were grouped based on provider. There are also a 

few home-based settings with multiple CSE referrals during 

the time period examined.

CSEC 
DATA



Demographic data on the youth in these CSE referrals 

demonstrates that there is overrepresentation of black, 

female, and disabled youth. While disability data was missing 

for many referrals, approximately one quarter of youth for 

whom this data was available had an identified disability. 

Data on race/ethnicity demonstrates that Black youth are 

overrepresented and Asian youth are underrepresented 

compared to their share of the child population. Hispanic and 

White youth are represented at roughly the population rate 

and, for Native American youth, the sample size is too small to 

make any conclusion. Limited information is available in CWS/

CMS on gender identity, but 78% of these referrals were on 

clients whose sex at birth was female. Finally, almost 10% of 

the youth identified were probation youth.

Limitations

This analysis provides a summary of facilities and home-based 

settings where existing foster youth had new CSE referrals. 

Facilities or family homes with multiple CSE referrals may 

specialize in working with youth who have a history of CSE 

or they may be places in which CSE recruitment is occurring. 

This data should be interpreted with caution using additional 

contextual information on congregate care facilities and 

placement homes. Finally, much of this analysis overlapped 

with the COVID-19 pandemic. It is unclear how the pandemic 

may have shaped or altered CSE experience or recruitment.

Data Dive
Tables and Charts

CSEC 
DATA

Placement Type Frequency Percent

Congregate Care 139 50.7%

Family-Based Settings 135 49.3%

Table 1: Referrals by Placement Type

*Excluding Supervised Independent Living Placements



Chart 1: Referral Clients’ Ethnicity

Smaller groups were combined in order to comply with the CDSS’s Data De-Identification Guidelines.

Chart 2: Referral Clients’ Sex at Birth (If Known)

26.5%

50.7%

18.5%

4.3%

White Latino Black Other (Missing, Native American, and Asian)

78.2%

21.8%

Female Male



Chart 3: Referral Clients’ and Disability Diagnosis

Chart 4: Referral Clients’ and Responsible Agency

24.7%

63.9%

11.4%

Yes No Not Yet Determined

9.4%

90.6%

Probation County Welfare Department



CTRT 
EVENTS

Upcoming Events
BOYS’ Documentary Film

Throughout the year, the Child Trafficking Response Team 

will be hosting a screening of the BOYS Documentary. This 

screening is about men and boys throughout the United 

States who fall victim to human trafficking and are forced 

to sell their bodies for sex. While the movement of sex 

trafficking has brought significant awareness to female 

victims of trafficking, males have been starkly overlooked. 

BOYS’ Documentary seeks to do just that – bring validity to 

the truth that males are victims of sex trafficking here in the 

United States. The documentary tells the narrative of male 

sex trafficking through the voices of four brave men and a 

collection of allies who stand with them in solidarity. BOYS 

documentary is a clear statement that absolutely boys and 

men are sex trafficked, and our humanity’s response is to be 

the antidote to this crime by standing with survivors.

To register for an upcoming screening, click the link below:

BOYS’ Documentary – Thursday, 02/09/23 – 10:00 am – 

12:00 pm.

BOYS’ Documentary – Thursday,03/09/23 – 10:00 am – 

12:00 pm.

A Guide for Caregivers by the 
California Commercial Sexual 
Exploited Children (CSEC) 
Advisory Board
Throughout the year, the Child Trafficking Response Team will 

be hosting screenings of a video created by members of the 

CSEC Action Team Advisory Board to achieve two goals: First, 

to provide guidance and tools for caregivers, group home 

staff, Short-Term Residential Therapeutic Program  staff, 

resource families, and others who work directly with youth 

who have experienced sexual exploitation. And second, to give 

inspiration that with love and support, youth can recover and 

achieve amazing things.

In this video, you will hear from those with lived experience, 

and they will share their personal and professional 

perspective on ways to improve and support youth in care.

To register for an upcoming screening, click the link below:

Understanding the Needs of Commercially Sexually Exploited 

Children – Friday 02/23/23 – 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.

Understanding the Needs of Commercially Sexually Exploited 

Children – Friday, 03/24/23 – 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/boys-documentary-film-tickets-461237903987
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/boys-documentary-film-tickets-461237903987
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/boys-documentary-film-tickets-463780539077?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/boys-documentary-film-tickets-463780539077?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-the-needs-of-commercially-sexually-exploited-children-video-tickets-463787038517?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-the-needs-of-commercially-sexually-exploited-children-video-tickets-463787038517?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-the-needs-of-commercially-sexually-exploited-children-tickets-463790017427
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-the-needs-of-commercially-sexually-exploited-children-tickets-463790017427
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Resources and Training 
Opportunities
In this section you’ll find links to all current available trainings 

and relevant guidance the team has released. Please don’t 

hesitate to reach out to us for any questions or suggestions.

CSEC – 101 – Cal SWEC

This course is designed to provide a broad overview of three 

types of Human Trafficking and information regarding the 

ongoing research on the topic; narrowing in on CSEC and 

Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking. The course will focus on the 

impacts and implications for the child welfare system. The 

course will also provide a brief review of current federal, 

state, and local efforts to address the wide variety of issues 

associated with trafficking. Identification, assessment, and 

promising intervention strategies will also be identified. The 

course will provide information about the multi-systems 

response to working with victims and addressing demand. 

The overarching goal of the course is to educate and foster a 

deeper awareness of human trafficking and CSEC throughout 

the child welfare community. The course will use lecture, 

small group discussion, short video clips as well as application 

activities.

This is an on demand / online course. To register click on the 

link below:

CSEC – 101 Training or CSEC – 101 Training Community 

Partner Registration

CSEC 102: Advanced Curriculum Course Description

Commercially sexually exploited children and youth present 

with a unique set of needs, requiring a comprehensive 

approach to engagement and support. Funded by the 

California Department of Social Services, the CSEC 102 

training will provide an advanced and comprehensive 

curriculum on best practices for serving youth that are 

commercially sexually exploited. This 16-hour training 

will build on the skills and concepts learned in CSEC 101, 

including but not limited to: an exploration of common 

dynamics when serving and supporting commercially 

exploited youth and how these dynamics impact the work 

and the providers. We will also discuss how the trauma of 

exploitation impacts the behavior, health, help-seeking, 

general engagement, and healing of youth who have been 

exploited, as well as a consideration of the role of substance 

in exploitation and trauma. Finally, we will spend significant 

time exploring and practicing helpful engagement frameworks 

including: trauma reenactments, the stages (cycle) of change, 

motivational interviewing techniques and trauma-informed 

care.

For upcoming dates and registration click the link below:

CSEC 102

Advanced CSEC Caregiver Training Course Description

The Advanced CSEC Caregiver training will provide an 

advanced and comprehensive curriculum on best practices for 

supporting and parenting youth that are commercially sexually 

exploited. In this 16-hour training delivered by professionals 

and survivors, we will build on the skills and concepts learned 

in previous introduction to commercial sexual exploitation 

trainings, including but not limited to: an exploration 

of common dynamics when caring for and supporting 

commercially exploited youth and how these dynamics impact 

https://cacwt.dss.ca.gov/PublicWelcome.aspx
https://cacwt.dss.ca.gov/Registration2.aspx
https://cacwt.dss.ca.gov/Registration2.aspx
https://mailchi.mp/westcoastcc/p01gdbrrmz-9189768?e=7820ca3de3


parenting/caretaking and caregivers. This training will also 

discuss how the trauma of exploitation impacts the behavior, 

health, help-seeking, general engagement, and healing of 

youth who have been exploited, as well as a consideration of 

the role of substance in exploitation and trauma. Finally. we 

will spend time exploring and practicing helpful engagement 

frameworks including: trauma reenactments, the stages (cycle) 

of change, motivational interviewing techniques and trauma-

informed care.

For upcoming dates and registration click the link below.

CSEC Advanced Caregiver Training

The Cool Aunt Series

The Cool Aunt Series, a prevention training curriculum funded 

by the CDSS, is now available to all counties statewide! The 

Cool Aunt Series is a 1-hour online, video-based prevention 

course with resources and support designed for students, 

teens, and caregivers, to recognize risk factors that lead to 

human trafficking.

TCA has been made available at no cost to your agency.

Benefits of the Cool Aunt Series include:

•	 Customized homepage, resources, and support for your 

agency.

•	 Geared towards educating both system and non-system 

involved youth.

•	 Extremely easy to deliver to youth in one sitting; no 

facilitator training required

•	 Can be delivered either directly youth or your child 

welfare agency’s staff OR a designated 3rd party 

multidisciplinary partnering agency

•	 To get your county signed up or for more information 

please contact: Team@TheCoolAuntSeries.com.

The Cool Aunt Calendar of Events is live and active, featuring 

weekly meetings open to all county staff and foster youth! 

Weekly virtual meetings include The Cool Aunt Club Youth 

Meeting, Staff Trainings, and TCA Series Walkthroughs. 

Register today!

https://www.thecoolauntseries.com/pages/calendar-of-

events.

Harm Reduction Guidance Series

•	 ACIN I-59-18 (September 14, 2018) Introduction 

to the Harm Reduction Strategies Series Regarding 

Commercially Sexually Exploited Children

•	 ACIN I-28-19 (July 22, 2019) Harm Reduction Series – 

Social Worker

•	 ACIN I-50-19 (July 29, 2019) Harm Reduction Series – 

Probation Officer

•	 ACIN I-36-21 (June 22, 2021) Harm Reduction Series – 

Law Enforcement

•	 ACIN I-31-22 (April 8, 2022) Harm Reduction Series – 

Caretaker

*Coming soon: Harm Reduction Series – Court

ACIN 1-14-19 – Recommended Practices for Serving 

Commercially Sexually Exploited Children (CSEC) Missing 

from Care

ACIN 1-32-21 – Recommended Practices Regarding Youth 

Who Have Experienced Commercial Sexual Exploitation and 

Their Usage of Cell Phones
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https://mailchi.mp/westcoastcc/p01gdbrrmz-9189772?e=7820ca3de3
mailto:Team%40TheCoolAuntSeries.com?subject=
https://www.thecoolauntseries.com/pages/calendar-of-events
https://www.thecoolauntseries.com/pages/calendar-of-events
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACIN/2018/I-59_18_1.pdf?ver=2018-10-12-151654-683
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACIN/2019/I-28_19.pdf?ver=2019-07-23-145815-020
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACIN/2019/I-50-19.pdf
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2021/I-36_21.pdf?ver=2021-07-29-153956-517
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2022/I-31_22.pdf?ver=2022-05-24-163443-470
https://cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/ACIN/2019/I-14_19.pdf?ver=2019-07-09-134516-623
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/Portals/9/Additional-Resources/Letters-and-Notices/ACINs/2021/I-32-21.pdf?ver=2021-05-27-152155-897

