Law Enforcement Card — Responding to Victims of Sex Trafficking

Identifying sex trafficking victims

Who

Anyone could be a victim of sex
trafficking.

0 Male

(] Female

=

] Any race, socioeconomic level
[l Any age

Where

.l Home

Hotels are the new brothels
Casinos

Truck stops

Bars

Bus terminals

Pow-wows

Malls

Homeless shelters
Massage Parlors
Internet
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Possible Indicators

7 What items does the victim have
in her/his possession?

1 Little knives, something to use as

a weapon
1 Excessive amount of cash

How is the victim’s demeanor?
[J  Inability to make eye contact
O Restrlcted or scripted

(] Victim commum;a_t_es they are
not in danger when yeu sense
they may be Sy
Possible indicators of drug use or

abuse such as track marks,;

o

1 Appears fearful, anxuous, tensaon,.

anger

What do you notice about victim’s
appearance?

] Signs of branding (tattoos)

] Injuries/signs of physical abuse or

torture
_ Isclothing appropriate for
climate.
[J  Overly sexual or revealing
1 Personal hygiene unkempt

Questions that a law enforcement
person could ask to identify a sex
trafficking victim:

[0 Canyou come and go as you
please? Have you or your family
been threatened?

[0 Areyou in possession of your

identification or does someone
else have?

00 What are your working and Iwm:ffijlgj.-___

conditions like? . =
Where do you sleep ané eat?

. W

eat/sleep/go to the bathroom?
(1] Arethere Iocks t:m your

doors/wmd@ws«-so you cannot get
out?

Do not ask “Are you a tra— - -u:klng
wctlm’-"‘” AR
Chances are ‘the answer WI|| be ne
and wcttm W|I| shut down

X R o o,

Remmders

For g;--gt;;mfs_;gf;ex trafficking,

~reaching out for help can be very
© risky and dangerous to the victim.
Continue to be mindful of safety

needs of the victim.
[ Check in with the victim about

- victim’s primary concerns, such

. as:

Does the victim have children?

Are they safe?

0 What are the victim’s basic
needs? Does she have a safe
place to live?

[0 Does she have a support system?
[0 Does she have transportation?
[0 Does she need healthcare or have

emergency medical needs

J Does the victim want a victim
advocate?

Do you have to ask permissmn t@

W

If you believe this may be a trafficking
victim, call the National Trafficking
Information Hotline: 1-888-373-7888.

Victims may be reluctant to disclose
to responders that they are
trafficked due to:

[0  Fear of harm to themselves,
coworkers, friends, or family
members by trafficker/pimp

[0 Fear of being released back to the
trafficker

| ETE - Fear of being sent back to a prior

. abusive environment

[] Prmr unsuccessful attempts to
Ieave Qr escape

[0 Feeling overwhelmed or
frightened

0  Young age, homeless,
delinquency concerns, fear of
parent’s reaction

[0  Stigma and shame

[J  Uncertainty regarding geographic
location

[J  Physical or mental illness or
disability

[0  Sexual orientation

0 Unfamiliarity with criminal justice
system and why she/he being
asked any questions

(1 Distrust of law enforcement

[0 Prior negative experiences (self
or co-worker) following attempts
at disclosure or help-seeking such
as judgmental attitudes

] Lack of money to pay for medical

care or transportation and
embarrassment as admitting that
1 Lack of safe options post

disclosure

(] Prior criminal record or possible
warrants

[0 Fear of being arrested, jailed

[1  Fear of losing children if there are

children



